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London. 


Abergavenny, Aug. 4. 
RESPECTED SIR, 


IJ HAVE received your eſteemed favour * 
| of the 13th ultimo, whereby it appear- 
eth, that you have peruſed thoſe ſame Let- 


ters,. the which were delivered unto you by 
my friend the reverend Mr. Hugo Behn; 
Ind I am pleaſed to find you think they. 


bay be printed with a good proſpect of ſue- 
eſs; in as much as. the objections you 
Wecation, I humbly conceive, are ſuch as 
ay be redargued, if not entirely removed. 


And, firſt, in the firſt place, as touching 
hat proſecutions may ariſe from printin 
ie private correſpondence of perſons ſtil 


Iving, give me leave, with all due ſubmiſſion, 


> obſerve, that the Letters in queſtion were 


ot written and ſent under the ſeal of ſecre- 


y ; that they have no tendency to the mals 
ma, or prejudice of any perſon whatſo- 


ver; but rather to the information and 


dification of mankind : ſo that it becometh 

lort of duty to promulgate them in u/ax 

wlicum. Beſides, I have conſulted Mr. 

gary Higgins, an eminent attorney of this 
2 


Ir. ir. Hanzy Davie, Bookſeller, i 


[ 


111 


place, who, after due inſpection and conſi. b 
deration, declareth, That he doth not think Mis 
the ſaid Letters contain any matter which 4 ab 
will be held actionable in the eye of the lau. | 
Finally, if you and I ſhould come to a right i 
underſtanding, I do declare ia verbo ſacer. i 
Aotis, that, in caſe of any ſuch proſecution, ' 
I will take the whole upon my own ſhoul. s 
ders, even quoad fine and impriſonment Þ 
though I muit confeſs, I ſhould not care to 
undergo flagellation: Jam ad turpþitudinen WY 
quam ad amaritudinem pena ſpeetans. — de zn 
condly, concerning the perſonal reſentmen 
of Mr. Juſtice Liſmahago, I may ſay, 20 
Mocci facio,—] would not willingly vilipen 
any Chriſtian, if, peradventure, he deſervetly 
that epithet : albeit I am much furprii«l8 
that more care is not taken to exclude frung 
the commiſſion all ſuch vagrant foreizners 2 
may be juſtly ſuſpected of diſaffection to oi 
happy conſtitution in church and ſtate, } 
God forbid that I ſhould be fo uncharitabl: 

as to athrm poſitively, that the ſaid Liſmy 
hago is no better than a Jeſuit in diſguile 
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but this I will aflert and maintain, ots vu 
Bus, that, from the day he qualified, he ha“ 
never been once ſeen intra templi paric! Wl © 
that is to ſay, within the pariſh church, a 

Thirdly, with reſpect to what paſſed 4 


Mr. Kendal's table, when the ſaid Liſms 
agg was fo brutal in his reprehenſions, 
muſt inform you, my good fir, that I wa 


(5s) 
2nſi.Wbliged to retire, not by fear ariſing from 
tink Wis minatory reproaches, which, as I ſaid 
hich Above, I value not of a ruſh ; but from the 
law, zudden effect produced by a barbel's roe, 
ight Phich I had eaten at dinner, not knowing 
acer. hat the ſaid roe is at certain ſeaſons 
ion, "Fiolently cathartic, as Galen obſerveth in 
oul. Þ1is chapter + c. 
ent, Fourthly, and laſtly, with reference to 
e to he manner in which I got poſſeſſiom of theſe 
nem Tetters, it is a circumſtance that concerns 
Se. Iny own conſcience only: ſuiliceth it to ſay, 
nem I have fully ſatisfied the parties in whoſe 

noWcuſtody they were; and by this time I 
ben hope, I have alſo ſatisfied you in ſuch ways, 
vethhthat the laſt hand may be put to our agrees 
riſa ment, and the work proceed with all conve- 
rongWoient expedition; in which hope I reſt, 


18 4% Reſpected Sir, 


O 

4 Vour very humble ſervant, 
OR) JoxaTuan DusTwiCHs 
{ma | 


P. S. I propoſe, Deo wolente, to have they 
pleaſure of ſecing you in the great city to- 
ward All-hallow-tide, when I ſhall be glad 
to treat with you concerning a parcel of MS 
ſermons of a certain clergyman deceaſed 
a cake of the right leaven, for the preſent 
taſte of the public. Verbum ſupienti, Wes. 


J. D. 
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To the Revd. Mr. JoxA THAN Dusrwten, 
at . | 
'SIR, "wy 
IT Rxcerver yours in courſe of poſt, and Xx 
ſhall be glad to treat with you for-the MS, 
which I have delivered to your friend Mr, 
Behn ; but can by no means comply with 
the terms propoled. Thoſe things are fo 
auncertain—\Vriting is all a lottery -I have 
been a loſer by the works of the greateſt men 
of the age—I could mention particulars, 
and name names; but don't chuſe it=the 2 
taſte of the town is ſo changeable, Then 
there bave been ſo many letters upon tra- Þ 
wels lately publiſned— W. hat between Smol- 
lett's, Sharp's s, Derrick's, 'Thicknefſe's, Bal- pa 
timore's, and Baretti's, together with Shan- . 
dy's Sentimental Travels, the public ſeems i 
to be cloyed with that kind of entertainment 
Nevertheleſs, I will, if you pleaſe, run the UF 
riſque of printing and publiſhing, and you W 
mall have half the profits of the impreſſion 5 
Lou need not take the trouble to bring up 
your ſermons on my account - No body 
reads ſermons but Methodiſls and Diſſenters 
Eheſides, for my own part, I am quite a 
Mtranger to that fort of reading; and the t Mo 
perſons whoſe judgment I depended upon in 
theſe matters, are out of the way! ones i. 5 
gone abroad, carpenter of a man of war; td?! 
the other has been lilly enough to abſcond,. i 


; 


AY 
order to avoid a proſecution for blaſphe» 
cn, py —1I'm a great jofer by his going off — He 
as left a Manual of Devotion half finiſned on 
y hands, after having received money for 
"the whole copy = He was the ſoundeſt di- 
18. Vine, and had the moſt orthodox pen of all 
Ir. wy people; and I never knew his judgment 
ith fail, but in flying from his bread and 
ſo Woe on this occaſion, 
ire By owning you was not put in bodily fear 
cn by Liſmahago, you preclude yourſelf from 
the benefit of a good plea, over and above 
he the advantage of binding him over. In the 
cn late war, I inſerted in my evening paper a 
a- paragraph that came by the poſt, reflecting 
l- Zppon the behaviour of a certain regiment in 
battle. An officer of faid regiment came to- 
Eby ſhop, and in the prefence of my wife and 
Purneyman, threatened to cut off my ears— 
s [ exhibited marks of bodily fear more 
'ays than one, to the conviction of the bye- 
anders, I bound him over; my action lay, 
nd I recovered. As for flag-llation, you 
ave nothing to fear, and nothing to hope, 
bn that head — There has been but one 
riuter flogged at the cart's tail theſe thirty 
Fears: that was Charles Watſon; and he 
ured me it was no more than a flea bites 
has been threatened ſereralFF 
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imes by the Houſe of L-— ; but it came 

o nothing. If an information ſhould be 

moped for, and granted againſt you, as the 
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editor of thoſe Letters, I hope you will have 


honeſty and wit enough to appear and take 


your trial If you ſhould be ſentenced to 


the pillory, your fortune is made— As times 
go, that's a ſure ſtep to honour and prefer- 


| lend you a lift; and am very fincerely, 


Your's, 


Y HENRY Davis, 
London, Aug. 10th. 


Ple ſe my kind ſervice to your neighbour, 
my cot ſin Maddoc—I have ſent an Al- 
manack and Court-Kalendar, directed for 
him a: Mr. Sutton's, bookſeller, in Glou- 
ceſter, carriage paid, which he will pleaſe 
to accept as a {mall token of my regard, 


kinc, which he was ſo good as to ſend us 


laſt Chriſtmas, to be ſold in London. 
H. D * 


ment. Iſhall think myſelf happy if I can A 


My wife, who is very fond of toaſted 1 
cheeie, preſents her compliments to him, 
and | egs to know if there's any of that 
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To DR. LEWIS. 


DOCTOR, 


HE pills are good for nothing—T might as 
well ſwallow ſnow-balls to cool my rein 
| I have told you over and over, how hard I am 
o move; and at this time of day, I ought to know 
13 Pomething of my own conſtitution. Why will you be 
ſo poſitive ? Prithee ſend me another preſcription—- 
3 am as lame and as much tortured in all my limbs 
as if I was broke upon the wheel: indeed, I am- 
equally diſtreſſed in mind and body—As if I had not: 
plagues enough of my own, thoſe children of my 
ſiſter are left me for a perpetual ſource of vexation== 
What buſineſs have people to get children te plagus 
their neighbours ? A ridiculous incident that happened 
yeſterday to my niece Liddy, has diſordered me in 
ſuch a manner, that 1 expect to be laid up with ang 
ther fit of the gout—perhaps, I may explain myſelf 
in my next. I ſhall ſet out to-morrow morning for, 
4 5 | | 
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the Hot Well at Briſtol, where J am afraid 1 hau 
ſtay longer than I could wiſh. On the receipt of this, 

ſend Williams thither, with my ſaddle-horſe and the 1 y 

demi pigue. Tell Barns to threſh out the two old ricks, WP” 

and .ſend the corn to market, and ſell it off to the FP" 

poor at a ſhilling.a buſhel under market-price. 1 3 gat 
Have received a ſniveling letter from Griffin, offering N 
to make a public ſubmiſſion and pay coſts. I want 
none of his ſubmiſſions ; neither will I. pocket any Pu 
of his money—The fellow is a bad neighbeur, and 
A defire to have nothing to do with bim: but as he s. 
,purſe-proud, he ſhall pay for his inſolence : let him} 
give five pauads to the poor of the pariſh, and I'll N * 
withdraw my action; and in the mean time you may 
«tell Prig to ſtop proceedings Let Morgan's widow 4 4 
have the Alderney cow, and forty ſhillings to clothe WW" 
her children: but don't ſay a ſyllable of the matter to 
any living ſoul—I'll make her pay when ſhe is able, & 

I defire you will lock up all my drawers, and keey . 
the keys till meeting; and be ſure you take the iron 

cheſt with my papers into your own cuſtody For- 
«give all this trouble from, | 

Dear Lewis, 
Your atieClionate 
(Glouceſter, April 2. M. BRAMBLE. 
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7 To Mrs.'GwYLLiM, bouſe-keeper at Bram · 
x bleton- hall, 


MRS. GWYLLIM, 


WIEN this cums to hand, be ſure to pack up in the 
trunk male that ſtands in my cloſet, to be fent me in 
& the Briſtol waggon without loſs of time, the follow- 


Jag articles, viz. my roſe collard neglej y, with greea, 


HUMPHRY CLINKER. 11” 


man Wins, my yellow- damaſk, and my black velvet 
this, Wit, with the ſhort hoop; my bloo quilted petticot, 
1 the {0 y green manteel, my laced apron, my French com» 
icks, ode, Macklin head and lappets, and the litel box 
Sith my jowls. Williams may bring over my bum- 
Waffec, and the viol with the eafings of Dr. Hill's dock- 
-arer, and Chowder's lackſitif. The poor creature 
bas been terribly conſtuprated ever ſince we left 
*Duom. Pray take particular care of the houſe while 


| tlie 7 | 
— | 
Ting 
Want 


any 

and e family is abſent. Let there be a fire conſtantly” 
he is Kept in my brother's chamber and mine. The maids, 
him, having nothing to do, may be fat a ſpinning. I de- 


Inu ire you'll clap a pad-luck on the wind- eller, and- 
* 1 2: none of the men have exceſs to the fr ong bear ; 
 FKon't forget to have the gate ſhit every evening before 
the ark. The gardnir and the hind may lie. below 
rte n the landry, to partake the houſe, with the bluns 
ble Weerbuſs and the great dog; and I hope youll have 
ep WM itchfull eye over the maids. I know that huflyy 
iron wt xy Jones, loves to be rumping with the men. 
vor. Let me know if Alderney's calf be ſould yet, ang 
what he fought; if the ould gooſe be fitting ; and iy 
the cobler has cat Dicky, and how the pure aire 
bore the operation, No more at preſent, bu 
reſts, 
Yours, | 

Gloſtar, April 2. TABITHA BRAMBLEs 2 
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ro Nite. Many Joxts, at Brambleton- Haff, 


DEAR MOLLY, 


the f 
* HEAVING this importunity, I ſend my love $$ 
W. vou aud Saul, being in good bealth, and hoping te 


een hear the fame from you; and that you and Saul W. 


1 
= - 
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ther, We have been all in a ſad taking here at 


done themſelves a miſchief ; but the ſquire applied 
to the mare, and they were bound over. Miſtreſs 
did me not ſpeak a word of the matter to any 


worried by a butcher's dog, and came home in a 


EChowder,. and he ſubſcribed a repoſitory, which did 


Way to do well.— Pray take care of my box and the 
pillyber, and put them under your own bed; for, I 
do ſuppoſe madam Gwyllim will be a prying into 
my ſccrets, now my back is turned. John Thomas 
is in good health, but ſulky, The ſquire gave away 


bos tis robbing him of his parquiſites. I told him, 


Tays as how there's a difference betwixt vails and 
parquiſites ; * and ſo there is for ſartain. We are all 


health in a glaſs of water, being, 
Dear M:!!y, 
Your humble ſervant to command, 
Oloſtar, April ad. W. JENKINS» 


take my poor kitten to bed with you this cold wea- | 


Gloſtar—Miſs Liddy had like to have run away with 
a. player-man, and young maſter and he would # 


hriſtian ſoul—no more 1 ſhall - for, we ſervints * 
ſhould ſee all and ſay nothing. But what was woffe 
than all this, Chowder has had the misfortune to be 


terrible pickle : Miſtreſs was taken with the aſteriſks, - Ty 
put they ſoon went off. The dotter was ſent for to 


him great ſervice—thank God he's now in a fair 


by his agreement he was to receive no vails ; but he | 


going to the Hot Well, where 1 ſhall drink your $ 


an ould coat to a poor man; and John ſays as 


HUMPHRY CLINKER. 


veg. 


t eres 
vith 

wald o Sir WATKIN PnirLirs, Bart. of Jeſus 
lied 3 Oxon. 

reſs 8 

an J DFAR PHILLIPS, : * 
nt; As I have nothing more at heart than to convince 


fre ou I am incapable of forgetting or neglecting the 

7 iendſhip 1 made at college, I now begin that cor- 
#xeſpondence by letters, which you and I agreed at 
ks, parting to cultivate, I begin it ſooner than 1 in- 
to bende , that you may have it in your power to refuts 


lid ny idle reports wich may be circulated to my pre- 
ms udice at Oxford, touching a foolith quarrel in which 
he have been involved on account of my ſiſter, who 


Had been ſome time ſettled here in a boarding- ſchool. 
When 1 came hither with my uncle and - aunt (whe 
ere our guardians) to fetch her away, I found her & 
E tall girl, of ſeventeen, with an agreeable per- 
ſon, but remarkably ſimple, and quite ignorant of 


„I 


to 


a 
i the world. This ee and want of experience, l 
e had expoſed her to the addreſſes of a perſon- 1! 
d know not what to call him—w ho had ſeen her at A 
II play, and, with a confidence and dexterity peculiar” 
1 to himſelf, found means to be recommended to her 


'W acquaintance. It was by the greateſt accident I in- 
tercepted one of lis letters: as it was my duty to 
W £:ife this correſpondence in its birth, I made it my 
buſineſs to find him out, and tell him very freely my 
ſentiments of the matter. The ſpark did not like 
the ſtyle I uſed, and behaved with abundance f 
mettle, Though his rank in life (which, by the byes 
I am aſhamed to declare) did not entitle hum ta 
much deference, yet as his behaviour was remarkas 
bly ſpirited, I aumitted him to the privilege of 4 


N 
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gentleman, .and ſomething might have happened had 5 


not we been prevented. In ſhort, the buſineſs took 


Recourſe was had to juſtice—I was obliged to 
five my word and honour, Sc. and to-morrow 


Emorning we ſet out for Briſtol Wells, where I ex- 


pe to hear from you by the return of the poſt, —1 
have got into a family of originals, whom I may one 
day attempt to deſctibe for your amuſement. My 


unt, Mrs. Tabitha Bramble, is a maiden of forty- 7 
five, exceedingly ſtarched, vain, and ridiculous, Ni, 


uncle is an odd kind of humouritt, always on the 
fret, and ſo unpleaſant in his manner, that rather 
than be obliged to Keep him company, I'd reſign all 


2 1 k X 
elaim to the inheritance of his cſtate. Indeed, his 


being tortured by the gout may have ſoured lis tem- 
per, and, perhaps, I may like bim better on farther 
acquaintance : certain it is, all his ſervants, and neigh- 
bours in the county, are fond of him, even to a 
degree of enthuſtaim, the reafon of which I cannot 


yet comprehend - Remember me to Griffy Price, 


Gwyn, Mauſel, Bzilet, and all the reit of my old 
Cambrian companions.—Salute the bed maker in 
my name, give my ſervice to the cook, and pray 
take care of poor Ponto, for the ſake of his old 
maſter, who is, and ever will be, 
Dear Phillips, 
Your affectionate friend, and humble ſervant, 


Glouceſter, April 2. ISR. MEL TORO. 


air, I know not how, and made abundance of noiſe ® 


"HUMPHRY CLINKER. 
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"Fo Mrs. JERMYN, at her houſe in Glouceſter. 


ex- 8 DEAR MADAM, | 
—l 3 HAVING no mother of my own, I hope you 
one vill give me leave to diſburthen my poor heart te 


My pon, who have always acted the part of a kind 


y- parent to me, ever ſince I was put under your care. 
My adleed, and indeed, my worthy governeſs may be- 
the licve me, when I aſſure her, that 1 never harboured 
ner a chought that was otherwiſe thin virtuous ; and, if 
all | God will give me grace, I ſhall never behave ſo as 
his to caſt a :ofietion on the care you have taken in my 
m- education. I confeſs I have given juſt cauſe of 
er Woeoffence by my want of prudence and experience, 1 
n ougit not to have liſtened to what the young man 
aid; and it was my duty to have told you all that 
wt paſſed, but I wes aſhamed to mention it; and then 
ce, he behaved ſo modeſt and reſpectful, and — to | 
1d be ſo melancho!y and timorous, that 1 could not find 
in in my heart to do any thing that ſhould make him 
ay miſerable and deſperate. As for famniliarities, I de 
ad declare, I never once allowed him the favour of a 


ſalute ; and as to the few letters that paſſed between 
us, they are all in my uncle's hands, and I hope they 
contain nothing contrary to innoeence and honours 
D. I am ſtill perſuaded that he is not what he appears to 
de; but time will diſcover — mean while I will ens 
deavour to forget a connexion which is ſo diſpleaſing 
to my family. I have cried without ceaſing, ang 
have not taſted any thing but tea ſince F was hurried 
away from you; nor did I once cloſe my eyes fax 
three nights running. My avnt contumes to chic; 
me ſeverely when we are by ourſelves; but I ho 


of 
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to ſoften her in time, by humility and ſubmiſſion.—_ f 
My uncle, who was fo dreadfully paſſionate in the re 
beginning, has been moved by my tears and diſtreſs, # 
Sand 15 now all tenderneſs and compaſſion; and my 7 


brother is reconciled to me, on my promiſe to break . 
off all correſpondence with that unfortunate youth: po 
but, notwithſtanding all their indulgence, I ſhall have re. 
no peace of mind till I know my dear and ever ho- n 
noured governeſs has forgiven her poor, diſconſolat?, ! 
forlorn, hie! 
Affectionate humble ſervant, gig 
till death, tu 

Clifton, April 6. LyDia MELFORD, Will 
lac 
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To Miſs LXTTITIA WILLIs, at Glouceſter, Þ*' 


MY DEAREST LET TV, 


I-AM in ſuch a fright, leſt this ſhould not come 
ſafe to hand by the conveyance of Jarvis the carrier, F 
Fthat I beg you will write me, on the receipt of it, 
Edixeting to me, under cover, to Mrs. Winifred 
Jenkins, my aunt's maid, who is a good girl, and has r. 
bdoeen ſo kind to me in my affliction, that I have er 
made her my confidante: as for Jarvis, he was very tte 
My of taking charge of my letter and the little par- Il 
bel, becauſe his ſiſter Sally.had like to have loſt her h: 
place on my account : indeed I cannot blame the 
man for his caution; but I have made it worth his 
while. My dear companion and bed-fellow, it is a 
pgrievous addition to my other misfortunes, that I am 
Edeprived of your agreeable company and converſa- 
tion, at a time when I need ſo much the comfort of 
our good humour and good ſenſe ; but I hope, the 
Vieendſhip we. contracted at. boarding-ſchool, will 


| HUMPHRY CLINKER, 17 
for life -I doubt not but on my fide it will daily 
reaſe and improve, as I gain experience, and 

to know the value of a true friend. O, m 


r Letty ! what ſhall I ſay about poor Mr. Wilſon ? I 


e promiſed to break off all correſpondence, and, 
Epoſlible, to forget him : but, alas! I begin to 


P rceive that will not be in'my power. As it is by 
means proper that the picture ſhould remain in 


hands, leſt it ſhould be the occaſion of more miſ- 


"Wief, I have ſent it to you by this opportunity, beg- 
g you will either keep it ſafe till better times, or 
urn it to Mr. Wilſon himſelf, who, I ſuppoſe, 
Ic Fill make it his buſineſs to ſee you at the uſual 
ace. If he ſhould be low-fpirited at my ſending 
ck his picture, you may tell him I have no occa- 


n for a picture, while the original continues en- 


ved on my But no; I would not have you tell him 


at neither; becauſe there muſt be an end of our 


@rreſpondence—lI wiſh he may forget me for the 
le of his own peace; and yet if he ſhould, he mult 


> a barbarous But 'tis impoſſible - poor Witfon 
Innot be falſe and inconſtant: I beſeech him not to 
Tite to me, nor attempt to ſee me for ſome time; 
r, conſidering the reſentment and paſſionate tem- 
er of my brother Jery, ſuch an attempt might be 
tended with conſequences which would make us 
|l miſerable for life—Let us truſt to time and the 
hapter of accidents; or rather to that Providence 
which will not fail, ſooner or later, to reward thoſe. 
hat walk in the paths of honour and virtue I would 
offer my love to the young ladies; but it is not fit 


hat any of them ſhould Know you have received this 


iter. If we go to Bath, I ſhall ſend you 
y ſimple remarks upon that famous center of po- 


te amuſement, and every other place we may 


hance to viſit ; and I flatter myſelf that my dear Miſs i 
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Willis will be punRual in anſwering the letters of her Wap: 
affectionate ro 
Clifton, April 6. LVDIA MELFORD-» 


" 
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To DR. LEWIS. 
DEAR LEWIS, 


I HAVE followed your directions with ſome ſuc- 
ceſs, and might have been upon my legs by this time, F 
had the weather permitted me to uſe my ſaddle-horſe. F 
I rode out upon the Downs laſt Tueſday, in the fore- 3 
noon, when the ſky, as far as the viſible horizon, was 
without a cloud; but before I had gone a full mile, 
I. was overtaken inſtantaneouſly by a ſtorm of ram ad 
that wet me to the ſkin in three minutes-—whence it 
came the devil knows; but it has laid me up (I ſup- hz; 
poſe) for one fortnight. It makes me fick to hear 
people talk of the fine air upon Clifton-Downs : how 
can the air be either agreeable or ſalutary, where the 
demon of vapours deſcends in a perpetual drizzle ? 
My confinement is the more intolerable, as I am ſur- 
rounded with domeſtic vexations.——My niece has had 
a dangerous fit of illneſs, occaſioned by that curſed 
incident at Glouceſter, which I mentioned in my * Wna 
laſt. — She is a poor good-natured ſimpleton, as ſoft we 
as butter, and as eaſily melted — Not that ſhe's a thi 

fool—the girl's parts are not deſpicable, and her edu- up 

cation has not been neglected ; that is to ſay, the can ore 
Write and ſpell, and ſpeak French, and play upon the W 
harpſichord; then ſhe dances finely, Das a good figure, at 
and is very well inclined; but ſhe's deficient in ſpirit, m. 
ad ſo ſuſceptible — and fo tender forſooth! — truly, ſe 
me has got a languiſhing eye, and reads romances — th 
Then there's her brother, 'ſquire Jery, a pert jacka- 4 


fel 
ſoc 
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apes, full of college - petulance and ſelf-conceit ; 
roud as a German Count, and as hot and hafty as a 
Velch-mountaineer. As for that fantaſtical animal 
y ſiſter Tabby, you are no ſtrahger to her qualifi- 
ations —1 vow to God, ſhe is ſometimes ſo intoler. 
ble, that I almoſt think ſhe's the devil incarnate 
Home to torment me for my fins; and yet I am con- 
Scious of no ſins that ought to entail ſuch family-plagues 

pon me - Why the devil ſhould not I ſhake off theſe 

ac- Weorments at once? I a'n't married to Tabby, thank 
ne, Flearen! nor did I beget the other two: let them 
#Tizooſe another guardian: for my part, I a'n't in a 
'& FFondition to take care of myſelf ; much Jeſs to ſuper- 
Intend the conduct pf giddy-headed boys and girls, 
le, Lou earnefily deſire to Know the particulars of our 
adventure at Glouceſter, which are briefly theſe, and 

it hope they will go no farther :—Liddy had been ſo 
Pong cooped up in a boarding-ſchool, which, next to 
r a nunnery, is the worſt kind of ſeminary that ever 
as contrived for young women, that ſhe became as 


2 
11 


— 
ce 
* 
—— 


12 rflummable as touch-wood ; and going to a play in 

2 wliday-time, — ſdeath, I'm aſhamed to tell you !-—ſhe 

r. ell in love with one of the ators—a handſome youn 

a] fellow that goes by the name of Wilſon. The raſca 

d Whon perceived the impreſſion he had made, and ma- 

y * Wnaged matters ſo as to fee her at a houſe where ſhe 

fr went to drink tea with her governeſs.— This was 

a the beginning of a correſpondence, which they kept” 


* up by means of a jade of a milliner, who made and 
n drefled caps for the girls at the boarding-ſchool. 
2 When we arrived at Glouceſter, Liddy came to ſtay 
5 at lodgings with her aunt, and Wilſon bribed the 
> maid to deliver a letter into her own haiids ; but it 
„ ſeems Jery had already acquired ſo much credit witn 
- the maid (by what means he beſt knows), that ſhe 
* Warried the letter to him, and ſo the whole plot Was 
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diſcovered. The raſh boy, without ſaying a word of 
the matter to me, went immediately in ſearch of 
Wilſon ; and, I ſuppoſe, treated him with inſolence 


affair, till Mr. Morley came to my bed-ſide in the 


going to fight, as he had been over-heard talking very 


bought powder and ball at a ſhop in the neighbour. 
hood. I got up immediately, and upon inquiry found 
he was juſt gone out. I begged Morley to knock 


towards the city gate—In ſpite of all my efforts, I 
Could not come up till our two combatants had taken 
= their ground, and were priming their piſtols, An 

old houſe luckily ſcreened me fror their view; fo 
that I ruſhed upon them at once, before I was per- 
ceived. They were both confounded, and attempted 
to make their eſcape different ways; but Morley 
coming up with conſtables at that inſtant, took Wil- 
ſon into cuſtody, and Jery followed him quietly to the 
Mayor's. houſe, All this time I was ignorant of 
What had paſſed the preceding day; and neither of 
the parties would diſcover a tittle of the matter. The 
Mayor obſerved that it was great preſumption in Wil- 
ſon, who was a ſtroller, to proceed to ſuch extre- 
mities with a gentleman of family and fortune; and 
threatened to commit him on the Vagrant Act.— Tie 
young fellow briſtled up with great ſpirit, declaring 


enough. The theatrical hero w.s too far gone in ro- 
mance to brook ſuch uſage : he replied in blank 
verſe, and a formal challenge enſued. They agreed? 
to meet early next morning and decide the diſpute g 
with ſword and piſtol. 1 heard nothing at all of the 


morning, and told me he was afraid my nephew was 


loud and vehement with Wilſon at the young mans; 
lodgings the night before, and afterwards went and | 


up the mayor, that he might interpoſe as a magittrate, | 
and in the mean time I hobbled after the ſquire, 
whom I ſaw ata diſtance walking at a great pace 
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be was a gentleman, and would be treated as ſuch; 
put he refuſed to explain himſelf farther. The maſ- 
er of the company being ſent for, and examined 
SW ouching the ſaid Wilſon, ſaid the young man had 
engaged with him at Birmingham about fix months 
Pago; but never would take his ſalary ; that he had 
ehaved ſo well in his private character, as to acquire 
the reſpect and good will of all his acquaintance, 
and that the public owned his merit, as an actor, was 
Waltogether extraordinary.—After all, I fancy he will 

turn out to be a run-away *prentice from London. 


a The manager offered to bail him for any ſum, pro- 
ur. vided he would give his word and honour that he 
und would Keep the peace; but the young gentleman 
on Was on bis high ropes, and would by no means lay 
ate; himſelf under any reſtrictions: on the other hand, 
ire, Hopefull was equally obſtinate ; till at length the 
vace M. vor declared, that if they both refuſed to be bound 


3, I Wear he would immediately commit Wilſen as a va- 
3 grant to hard labour. I own I was much pleaſed 
Aon Jery's behaviour on this occafion : he ſaid, that 
fo rather than Mr. Wilſon ſhould be treated in ſuch an 
ignominious manner he would give his word and ho- 


er- . 
ted nour to proſecute the affair no, farther while they 
ley remained at Glouceſter—- Wilſon thanked him for his 


Fil. generous manner of proceeding, and was diſcharged.” 
On our return to our lodgings, my nephew explained 
the whole myſtery; and I own I was exceedingly 
incenſed. — Liddy being queſtioned on the ſubject, and 
Phe very feverely reproached by that wild-cat my ſiſter 
ij. Tabby, firſt ſwooned away, then diſſolving in a flood 

of tears, confeiled all the particulars of the correſpon- 
dence, at the ſame time giving up three letters, which 
was all ſhe had received from her admirer. The laſt, 
which Jery intercepted, I ſend you incloſed, and 
when you have read it, I dare ſay you won't wonder 


enough to mitigate the rigour of this ungenial ſpring, 


— 
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at the progreſs the writer had made in the heart of ; 
ſimple girl, utterly unacquainted with the character, n 
of mankind. Thinking it was high time to remo:Me 1 
her from ſuch a dangerous connexion, 1 carried her k. 
off the very next day to Briſtol ; but the poor crea. f y 
ture was ſo frightened and fluttered, by our threat; Wy 
and expoſtulations, that ſhe fell ſick the fourth dy 'm 
after our arrival at Clifton, and continued. ſo ill for Mam 
whole week, that her life was deſpaired of. It wa; Wart 
not till yeſterday that Dr. Rigge declared her out of Mel! 


danger. You cannot imagine what I have ſuffered, ud 


partly from the indiſcretion of this poor child, but Nou 
much more from the fear of loſing her entirely. Thi; Hou 
air is intolerably cold, and the place quite ſolitary 

I never go down to the Well without returning low. C 
ſpirited; for there I meet with half a dozen poor 
emaciated creatures, with ghoſtly looks, in the lat 
ſtage of a conſumption, who have made ſhift to lin. 
ger through the winter, like ſo many exotic plants 
languiſhing in a hot-houſe ; but, in all appearance, 
will drop into their graves before the ſun has warmth 


If you think the Bath water will be of any ſervice to 


me, I will go thither as ſoon as my niece can hear 0: 


the motion of the coach. Tell Barns I am obliged 


to him for his advice; but don't chuſe to follow it. Nee. 
Davis voluntarily offers to give up the farm, the 


other ſhall have it; but Iwill not begin at this time of hot 
day to diſtreſs my tenants, becauſe they are unfortu- Nn 
nate, and cannot make regular payments: I wonder 
that Barns ſhould think me capable of ſuch oppreſ- 
fion—As for Higgins, the fellow is a notorious poach- '® 
er, to be ſure; and an impudent raſcal to ſet his 
ſnares in my own paddock; but, 1 ſuppoſe, he 
thought he had ſome right (eſpecially in my abſence) 

to partake of what nature ſeems to have intended for 
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mmon uſe—You may threaten him in my name, 


MW: much as you pleaſe, and if he repeats the offence, 


t me know it before you have recourſe to juſtice, 
know you are a great ſportſman, and oblige many 


r your friends: I need not tell you to make uſe of 


y grounds ; but it may be neceſſary to hint, that 


m more afraid of my fowling-piece than of my 


ame. When you can ſpare two or three brace of 
artridges, ſend them over by the ſtage-coach, and 
e Gwillim that ſhe forgot to pack up my flannels 
ad wide ſhoes in the trunk-mail—1 ſhall trouble 
ou as uſual, from time to time, till at laſt I ſuppoſe: 
ou will be tired of correſponding with 
Your aſſured friend, 
Clifton, April 17. M. BRAMBLE» 


rie- t:: eee: 


To Miſs LyDIa MELFORD- 


MISS WILLIS has pronounced my doom—Yog. 
e going away, dear Miſs Melford ! you are going 
o be removed, I know not whither ! What ſhall IL 
o? which way ſhall I turr. for conſolation 7 

know not what I ſay All night long have 1 
deen toſſed in a ſea of doubts and fears, uncertainty 
nd dittraction, without being able to connect my 
houghts, much leſs to form any conſiſtent plan of 
ondut—1I was even tempted to wiſh that I had ne- 
er ſeen you; or that you had been leſs amiable, or 
els compailionate to your poor Wilſon; and yet it 
ould be deteitable ingratitude in me to form ſuch 

with, conſidering how much I am indebted to your 
podneſs, and the ineffable pleaſure 1 have derived 
rom your indulgence and apprubation—Good God! I 
ever heard your name mentioned without emotion! 
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The moſt diſtant proſpe& of being admitted to your 
company, filled my whole foul with a kind of pleafiny 
alarm ! As the time approached, my heart beat with 
redoubled force, and every nerve thrilled with a trans 
ſport of expectation; but when I found myſelf ac. 


ol 


tually in your preſence ;——vwhen I heard you? 
ſpeak —when I ſaw you ſmile ; when I beheld you? 
charming eyes turned favourably upon me; my breat 
was filled with ſuch tumults of delight, as whol!; 3 
deprived me of the power of utterance, and wrap: 
me in a delirium of joy !!—Encouraged by your! 
" ſweetneſs of temper and affability, I ventured tw 
deſcribe the feelings of my heart Even then you did 
not check my preſumption you pitied my ſuſter- 
ings, and gave me leave to hope —you put a favour. 
able—perhaps too favourable a conſtruction on mig 
appearance Certain it is, I am no player in love—l? 
ſpeak the language of my own heart ; and have noj 
prompter but nature. Vet there is ſomething in this 
heart, which I have not yet diſcloſed—TI flattere 
myſelf— But, Iwill not I muſt not proceed— Dez 
Miſs Liddy ! for Heaven's ſake, contrive, if poſſible 
ſome means of letting me ſpeak to you before you 
leaye Glouceſter; otherwiſe I know not what will 

But I begin to rave again—l1 will endeavour to bez 
this trial with fortitude—While I am capable of re 
flecting upon your tenderneſs and truth, I ſurely hav! 
no cauſe to deſpair— Yet I am ſtrangely affected. TH 
ſun ſeems to deny me light—a cloud hangs over me 
and there is a dreadful weight upon my ſpirits 
While you ſtay in this place, I ſhall continually hove 
about your lodgings, as the parted ſoul is ſaid te 
linger about the grave where its mortal conſort lies. 

I know if it is in your power, you will taſk you 
humanity your compaſſion ſhall I add, yon 
affection? in order to aſſuage the almoſt in 
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vlerable diſquiet that torments the heart of your 


ſun Micted 

wi Glouceſter, March 3 t. „ WiL$SON- 
Falls 

; acy 262 0:02 005, 1205, 208 

you! | 

— Fo Sir WATKIN PHILL.1Ps, of Je ſus college, 
real | Oxon. 

holh * 

Caps Hot-well, April 18. 
yours DEAR PHILLIPS, 


d tei 1 GIVE Manfel credit for his invention, in pro- 
u di!Wagating the report that I had a quarrel with a moun- 
ifter-WMebank's Merry- Andrew at Glouceſter : but I have 
our · Joo much reſpect for every appendage of wit, to 
y uarrel even with the loweſt butloonery ; and there- 
e—lFWore I hope Manſel and 1 ſhall always be good 
e n0Friends. I cannot, however, approve of his drown= 
1 ting my poor dog Ponto, on purpoſe to convert Ovid's 
tered@lconailm into 2 punning epitaph,— deerant guoque 
, DeaWttora Ponto and then he threw him into the Ifis, 
(Nble Which was high and impetuous, with no other view 
e yo ban to Kill the fleas, is an excuſe that will not hold 
vil ater — But I leave poor Ponto to his fate, and hope 
bea rovidence will take care to accommodate Manfel 
of reich a drier death. 
ha As there is nothing that can be called Company at 
Tuc Well, I am here in a ſtate of abſolute ruſtica- 
r meßzon: This, however, gives me leiſure to obſerve the 
pirits Nogularities in my uncle's character, which ſeems to 
hovenlzve intereſted your curiofity, The truth is, his 
aid toiipoſition and mine, which, like oil and vinegar, 
ies, pelled one another at firſt, have now begun to mix 
you dint of being beat up together. I was once apt 
„ youll believe him a complete Cynic; and that nothing 


ot in e the neceſſity of his occaſions could compel tim te 
Vol, I - 
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get within the pale of ſociety—T am now of another 
opinion. I think his peeviſhneſs ariſes partly from 
bodily pain, and partly from a natural exceſs of ment! 
ſenſibility ; for I ſuppoſe, the mind as well as the} 
body is in ſome caſes endued with a murbid exccil8 
of ſenſation. v 

I was tother day much diverted with a converſa. 
tion that paſſed in the Pump- room betwixt him and? 
the famous Dr. L——n, who is come to ply at the 
Well for patients. My uncle was complaining dd 
the ſtink, occaſioned by the vaſt quantity of mud and 
flime which the river leaves at low ebb under the 
windows of the Pump-room. He obſerved, that the 
exhalations ariſing from ſuch a nuiſance, could not 
but be prejudicial! to the weak lungs of many con- WW! 
* fumptive patients, who came to drink the water, Heft 
The Doctor overhearing this remark, made up to th. 
him, and aſſured him he was miſtaken. He ſaid, VO 
people in general were ſo miſled by vulgar prejudi- WP! 
ces, that philoſophy was hardly ſufficient to unde- {Wat 
ceive them. Then hemming thrice, he afſumed 21 
moſt ridiculovs ſolemnity of aſpect, and entered into WP 
a learned inveſtigation of the nature of ſtink. He {Wo 
"obſerved, that ſtink, or ſtench, meant no more than tr 
aſtrong impreſſion on the olfactory nerves; and might WM t 

be applied to ſubſtances of the moſt oppoſite qualities: b 
hat in the Dutch language, /inken ſignified the molt By Pr 
agreeable perfume, as well as the moſt ſœtid edour, 8b. 
appears in Van Vloudel's tranſlation of Horace, in that I h. 
beautiful ode, Quis multa gracilis, &c. the words /iquidi tl 
perfuſus odoribus he tranſlates van civet & moſchata tl 
geſtinken : that individuals differed toto carlo in their ti 
opinion of ſmells, which, indeed, was altogether 4s WF 
arbitrary as the opinion of beauty; that the French b 
were pleaſed with the putrid effluv ia of animal fuod ; WF © 
"and ſe were the Hottentots in Africa, and the Sayayes 
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Greenland; and that the Negroes on the coaſt of 


benegal would not touch fiſh till it was rotten; ſtrong 


reſumptions in favour of what is generally called 
ink, as thoſe nations are in a tate of nature, unde- 
bauched by luxury, unſeduced by whim and caprice: 
hat he had reaſon to believe the ſtercoraceous flavour, 
ondemned by prejudice as a ſtink, was, in fact, moſt 
greeable to the organs of ſmelling; for that every 
xerſon who pretended to nauſcate the ſmell of ano- 
her's excretions, ſnuficd up his own with particular 
omplacency ; for the truth cf which he appealed 

o all the ladies and gentlemen then preſent : he ſaid, 
he inhabitants of Madrid and Euinburgh found par- 
icular ſatisfaction in breathing tlieir own atmoſphereg. 
which was always impreguated with flexcoraceous 
effluvia : that the learned Dr. B—, in his treatiſe un 
the Four Digeſtions, explains in what manner the 
volatile effluvia from the; inteſtines, ſtimulate and 
promote the operations of the animal economy : he 
affirmed, the laſt Grand Duke of Tuſcany, of the 
Medicis family, who refined upon ſenſuality with the: 
ſpirit of a philoſopher, was ſo delighted with that 
odour, that he cauſed the eſſence of ordure to be ex- 
tracted, and uſed it as the moſt delicious perfume 2% 
tha the himſelf (the Doctor), when he happened ta 
be low-ſpirited, or fatigued with buſineſs, found 
immediate relief and uncommon ſatisfaction from 
hanging over the ſtale contents of a cloſe-ſtooly While 
his ſervant ſtirred it about under his noſe; h ] 
this effect to be wondered at, when we conf 2 
this ſubſtance abounds with the ſelf-ſame W air nc” 
that are ſo greedily ſmelled to by the moſt delicate 
invalids, after they have been extracted and ſublimed 
by the chemiſts.—By this time the company began; 
to hold their noſes; hau the Doctor, without taking 
the leaſt notice of this ſignal, proceeded to ſhew, that 
| B 2 | 
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many feetid ſubſtances were not only agreeable but 
ſalutary; ſuch as afaf.erida, and other medi inal 
gams, reſins, roots, and vegetables, over and above! 
burat feathers, tan-pits, candle-ſnuffs, &c. In ſhort, 3 
he uſed many learned arguments to perſuade his“ 
audience out of their ſenſes; and from ſlench made a 
tranſition to f£/th, which he attirmed was alſo a miſ- 


taken idea, in as much as objects ſo called, were no 5 
other than certain modific tions of matter, conſiſting 3 


of the ſame principles thut enter into the compoſition 


of all created eſſences, whatever they may be: tut 


in the filthieſt production of nature, a philoſopher | 
conſidered nothing but the earth, water, ſalt, and air of 
which it was compounded ; that, for his own part, ſie 
had no more objection to drinking the dirtieſt ditch 
water, than he had to a glaſs of water from the Hot 
Well, provided he was ailured there was nothing 
poiſonous in the concrete. Then addretling himſelf 
to my uncle, „Sir, (ſaid he) you ſeem to be of a 
« dropſical habit, and probably will ſoon have a con- 
« firmed aſcites : if I thould be preſent when you are 
4% tapped, I will give you a convincing proof of what 
4 J aſſert, by drinking without heſitation the water 
„ that comes out of your abdomen.” The ladies 
made wry faces at this declaration, and my uycle, 
changing colour, told him he did not defire any ſuch 
proof of his philoſophy : “ But I ſhould be glad to 
& know (faid he) what makes you think I am of a 
6 dropſical habit?“ “ Sir, I beg pardon, (replied the 
eB DoRor) I perceive your ancles are ſwelled, and you 
„ ſeem to have the faces /cucophleymatica, Perhaps, 
« indeed, your diſorder may be cedematous, or gouty, 
« or it may be the lues wenerea if you have. any 
, reaſon to flatter yourſelf it is this laſt, fir, I will 
« undertake to cure you with three ſmall pills, even 
«© if the diſcaſe ſhould have attained its utinoſt inve- 
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F pea Sir, it is an arcanum which I have diſco. 
© vered, and prepared with infimte labour. Sir, 
1 have lately cured a woman in Briftol—a common 
« proſtitute, ſir, who had got ah the worſt ſymptoms 
© of the diſorder ; ſuch as di, tophi, an gummatay 
verrucæ, criſle galli, and a ein., eruption, or 
rather a pocky itch all over her body. By that 


BF time ſhe had taken the ſecond pill, fir, by Heaven! 
4 © ſhe was as ſmooth as my hand, and the third made 
„her as ſound and as frech as a new-born infant.” 
F& Sir, (cried my uncle pecviſhly) I have no reafon to 


„ flatter myfelf that my diſorder comes within the 


6 efficacy of your noltrum. But, this patient you 
© 4 talk of, may not be fo {ound at buttom as you itsa- 
„ gine.“ „1 can't poſſibly be miſtaken (rejoined 
ie the philoſopher) for L have had communication with 
her three times—l always aſcertain my cures in 
Mc that manner.” At this remar's, all the ladies res 
red to another corner of the room, and ſome of them 


began to ſpit.— As to my uncle, though he was ruf, 
Ac at firſt by the Doctor's ſaying he was dropſical, he 
could not help ſmiling at this ridiculous confeſſion, 
and, I ſuppoſe, with a view to puniſh this original, 
cold him there was a wart upon his noſe, that looked 
a little ſuſpicious. “ 1 don't pretend to be a judge 
of thoſe matters; (ſaid he) but l underſtand that 
« warts are often produced by the diſtemper and 
« that one upon your noſe ſeems to have taken poſes 
* ſeſſion of the very key-ttone of the bridge, which I 
© hope is in no danger of falling.“ L n ſeemed 


2 little confounded at this remark, and aſſured him it 
was nothing but a common excreſcence of the cuti- 
cula, but that the hones were all ſound below ; for 
the truth of this aſſertion he appealed to the touch, 
deſiring he would feel the part. My uncle faid, it 
Was 4, matter of ſuch delicacy to meddle with a gen- 
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tleman's noſe, that he declined the office—upon | 
which the Doctor, turning to me, intreated me to do 
him that favour. I complied with lis requeſt, and 


handled it ſo roughly, that he ſneezed, and the tears 
ran down his checks, to the no ſmall entertainment 


of the company, and particularly of my uncle, who 


burſt out a-laughing for the firſt time ſince I have $ 


been with him; and took notice, that the part ſeem- 


ed to be very tender. „ Sir, (cried the Doctor) 
4 it is naturally a tender part; but to remove all 
« pothbility of doubt, I will take off the wart this 


very night.” 


So ſaying, he bowed with great ſolemnity all round, | 


and retired to his own lodgings, where he applied a 
cauſtic to the wart; but it ſpread in ſuch a manner 
to produce a conſiderable inflammation, attended 


with an enormous ſwelling; ſo that when he next 


appeared, his whole face was overſhadowed by this 
tremendous nozzle; and the rueful eagerneſs with 
which he explained this unlucky accident, was ludi- 
crons beyond all deſcription.—-I was much pleaſed with 
meeting the original of a character, which you and I 
have often laughed at in deſcription ; and what ſur- 
priſes me very much, I find the features in the pic- 
ture which has been drawn for him, rather ſoftened 
than over-charged. 

As I have ſomething elſe to ſay, and this letter 
has run to an unconſcionable length, I ſhall now give 
you a little reſpite, and trouble you again by the very 
firſt poſt. I wiſh you would take it in your head to 
retaliate theſe double ſtrokes upon 


Yours always, 


J. MELFORD» 


<3... 
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ro Sir WATKiN PHIELIPS, bf Jeſus College, 
L Oxon. 


Hot Well, April 20, 
i DEAR KNIGHT, 
or) W_ 1 NOW fit down to execute the threat in the tail 
all Wof my laſt. The truth is, I am big with the ſecret, 
and long to be delivered. It relates to my guardian, 
who, you know, is at preſent our principal object 
nd, in view. 8 
T'other day, I thought I had detected him in fuch 
a ſtate of frailty, as would but ill become his years 
ed and character. There is a decent ſort of a womany 
not diſagreeable in her perſon, that comes to ths 
Well, with a poor emaciated child, far gone in 
5h conſumption. I caught my uncle's eyes ſeveral times 
. directed to this perſon, with a very ſuſpicious en- 
ich preſſion in them, and every time he ſaw himſelf ob- 
11 ſerved, he haſtiiy withdrew them, with evident marks 
of confuſion—I reſolved to watch him more nars 
rowly, and ſaw him ſpeaking to her privately in a. 
ed coraer of the walk. At length, going down to the 
Well one day, I met her half way up the hilt to 
ter Clifton, and could not help ſuſpettiag ſhe was going 
to our lodgings by appointment, as it was about ons 
o'clock, the hour when my ſiſter and I are generally 
to at the Pump-room.—This notion exciting my curio- 
ſity, I returned by a back way, and got unperceived 
into my own chamber, which is contiguous to my 
uncle's apartment, Sure enough, the woman was 
introduced, but not into his bed-chamber ; he gave? 
D, her audience in a parlour ;z ſo that I was obliged te 
ſhift my ation to another room, where, however 
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there was a ſmall chink in the parkition, through 


which I could perceive what paſſed.— My uncle, 


though a little lume, roſe up when ſhe came in, and 


ſetting a chair for her, deſired ſhe would fit down: 
then he aſked if ſhe would take a diſh of chocolate, 
which ſhe declined, with much acknowledgment. 3 
After a ſhort pauſe, heſaid, in a croaking tone of | 
voice, which confounded me not a little, © Madam, M1 
% IT am truly concerned or your misfortunes ; and! 


« if this trifle can be of any ſervice to you, I beg you 


« will accept it without ceremony.” 80 ſaying, he 
put a bit of paper into her hand, which ſhe opening 


with great trepidation, exclaimed in an extacy, 
« Twenty pounds! O, fir!” aud finking down upon 


a ſettee, fainted away —Frightened at this fit, and, I Þ 


ſuppoſe, afraid of calling for afliſtance, left her ſitu- 
gon ſhould give riſe to unfavourable conjeRures, he 
gan about the room in diſtraction, making frightful 
grimaces ; and, at length, had recollection enough 
to throw a little water in her face; by which appl:- 
cation ſhe was brought to herſelf : but then her 
feeling took another turn. She ſhed a flood of tears, 
and cried aloud, © 1 know not who you are: but, 
1 ſure worthy fir !--generow 1 !— the diftrels 
„ of me and my poor dying child—Oh ! if the wi- 
% dow's prayers—if the orphan's tears of gratitude 
% can aught avail=—gracious Providence! bleſſings ! 
% ſhower down eternal blefftings—” Here ſhe was 
interrupted by my uncle, who muttered in a voice (till 
more and more diſcordant, For Heaven's ſake be quiet, 
& madam—conſider—the people of the huulc— 
& *{deith ! can't you— All this time ſhe was 
ſtruggling to throw herſelf on her knees, while he 
ſeizing her by the wriſts, endeavoured to ſeat her upon 
the ſettee, ſaying, © Pr'ythee — good now —hold 
„ your tongue—” At that inſtant, who ſhould burſt 
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nto the room but our aunt Tabby ! of all antiquated- * 
jailens the moſt diabolically capricious—Ever pry- 
ng into other people's affairs, ſhe had feen the wo- 
n: Man enter, and followed her to the door, where ſhe ** 
ite, Mood liſteniug, but probably could hear nothing 
nt. iſtmctly, except my uncle's laſt exclamation z_ ac 
of eich the bounced into the parlour in a violent rage, 
Mm, nat dycd the tip of her noſe of a purple hue, —* Fy- 
and. upon you, Matt! (cried ſhe) what Coings are 
rol 2F+ theſe, to diſgrace your own character, and diſpa- 
he „rage your family?“ —— Then, fſnatching the 
ing Wank-note out of the {tranger's hand, ſhe went on 
Jy, BB How now, twenty pounds !—here is temptation 
mn WW with a witneſs!— Good woman, go about your 
, 1 7 butineſs— Brother, brother, I know not which 
u WW moſt to admire : your concupiſſins, or your e 
he © travagance ln. „ Good Gud, (exclaimed the 


ful By: poor woman) ſhall a worthy gentleman's character 
ch (ufter for an action that does honour to humanity 2? 
pl By this time, uncle's indignation was - effectually:- 
iT Nrouſed. His face grew pale, his teeth chattered, and 
is eyes flaſhed—*< Siſter, (cried he, in a voice like. 
ty W thunder) I vow to God your impertinence is ex 
els N ceedingly provoking.” With theſe words he took © 
i her by the hand, and, opening the door of comma 
* nication, thruſt her into the chamber where I ſtood, 
ss affected by the ſcene, that the tears ran down m- 
v5 Icbreks. Obſerving theſe marks of emotion, 4 1 3 
till , don't wonder, (ſaid ſhe) to ſce you conce rnad 
et, N at the back -fliduigs of ſo near a relation; a mag 
ot his years and infirmities : theſe are fine doings, + 
s s truly—-This is a rare example, ſet by a guardian 
be , for the benefit of his pupils— Monſtrous ! incoa- 
ol WB oro ! ſophifſticil !''—1 thought it was but an a 
- of ruttice to ſet her to rights, and therefore explain d 


ue myſtery,-Bu: he would not be undeceivel; 
Bs 
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„What! (faid ſhe) would you go for to offer for to 
te arguefy me out of my ſenſes? Didn't I hear him 7? 
& whiſpering to her to hold her tongue? Dicn't I fee 3 


« her in tears? Didn't I fee him ttruggling to threw 


*« her upon the couch? O filthy! hideous ! abomi- J 
4% nable ! Child, child, talk not to me of charity. 7 


„% Who gives twenty pounds in charity ?—But you 
% area {iripling— You know nothing of the world — 
hBeſides, -Ciiarity begins at home—Twentv pounds 
% would buy me a complete ſuit of flowered filk, 
n trimmings and all—" In fkort, I quitted the room, 
my contempt for her, and my refpect for her bro. 
ther, being increaſed in the ſame proportion. I have 


ſince been informed, that the perſen whom my uncle 
ſo generouſly rehered, is the widow of an enſign, who a 
has nothing to depend upon but the penſion of fifteen | 
pounds a year. The people of the Well-houſe give her 


an excellent character, She lodges in a garret, and 
works very hard at plam-work, to ſupport her 
daughter, who is dyiog of a conſumption. I mutt 
own, to my ſhame, I f-el a ſtrong inclination to 
follow my uncle's example, in relieving this poor 
widow ; but, betwixt friends, I am afraid of being 
detected in a weakneſs, that migiit entail the rid:- 
eule of tlie company upon, 


Dear Phillips, 
Yuus always, 


J. MELFORD. 
Direct your next to me at Bath; 


and remember me to all our 
Fellow-jeſuits. 


HUNMPIRY' CLINEKER. 
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m. To Dr. LEWIS. 
1. W-. . 


—i 4 Hot-Wells, April 20. 
4— 1. NDERSTAND your hint, There are myſteries 
nds in plu fic k as well as in rehgion, winch we of the pro- 
Ik, p iane have no tight to inveſtigate.— A man mutt not 
OM, I rweſu ne ty ute his reaſon, unleſs he has {tadied the 
bro. Wcomevorict, and can cop logic by mode 2nd figure 
ave 4 ween friends, I think every man of tolerable 
ncle ot ts ourhit, at my time of day, to be both phy ſician 
xlo Rand lawyer, as fac as his own conttitutiom and pro- 
cen fy perty are concernel. For my own part, I have had 
her Wan hoſpital tlaſe fourteon years within myſelf, and 
aud ftadied my ov rn caſe with the moſt painful attention z 
her Þ conſequr atly may be ſpoſed to know ſomething of 
nuit we mitter, alt Tr 1995 I have wit taken regular cou 
1 to Wot phyfiology, et cot: ay et cetera. — ln ſhort , I have 
oor WW for tome time been of op nion, (no offence, dear 
eing MW Doctor) that the ſum of all your medical diſcoveries 
rid:- WW amounts to this, that the more you ſtudy the lefs you. 
know.—l have read all that has been written on the 
Hot- W eils, and what 1 can collect from the waole, 

that the water cont ins nothing but a itte ſalt aud 
calcareous earth, mixed in ſuch nconfidcrable propor- 

RD. tion, as can have very little, if any, etie on the animal 
economy. This being the cate, I think the man 
deſerves to be fitted with a cap aud bells, who, for 

ſuch a paltry advantage as this ſpring affords, ſatri- 

tices his precious time, which might be employed in 

taking more effectual remedies, and expoſes himſelf 

to the dirt, the ſtench, the chilling blatts, aud perpe- 

tua rains, that reader this place to me intolerable. 
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If theſe waters, from a ſmall degree of aſtringency, 
are of ſome ſervice in the diabetes, diarrbaay, and 
- night ſweats, when the ſecretions are too much in- 


. creaſed, muſt not they do harm in the ſame propor. 


> tion, where the humours are obſtructed, as in the 


aſihma, ſcurvy, gout, and droplſy : Nou we talk 


- of the dropſy, here is a ſtrange. fantaſtical odd; ty, one 


« of your brethren, who harangues every day in the 
Pump room, as if he was hired to give lectures on 


all ſubjects whatſoever—I know not what to make) 


- of him—— Sometimes he makes ſhrewd remar'; 
at other times he talks like the greateſt impleton 11 


nature—He bas rcad-a great deal; but without me- 


thod or judgment, and digefied nothing. He believes 
every thing he has read, eſpecially if it has any thing 
of the marvellous in it; and his converſation is a ſur- 
- pr ſing hotch-potch of erudition and extravagance.,— 
He told me other day, with great confidence, tha: 
my caſe was dropſical; or, as he called it, leucephleg- 
» matic: a ſure ſigo, that his want of experience 1s 
equal to his preſumption ; for, you know, there is 
nothing analogous to the dropſy in my diforder—l 
> wiſh thoſe impertinent tellows, with their ricketty 
, underſtandings, wou'd keep®their advice for thoſe 
+ That aſk it—— D--p/y, indeed ! Sure I have not lived 
to the age of fitty- five, and had {uch experience of 
my own diſorder, and coniulted you and other eni— 
nent phyſicians ſo often, and jo long, to be unde— 
ceived by ſuch a- But, without all doubt, the man ts 
mad; and, therefore, what he ſays is of no con'e- 
+ quence, I had yeſterday a viſit from Higgins, v9 
came hither under the terror of your threats, d 
brought me in a preſent a brace of hares, which te 
owned he took in my ground, and I could nat per- 
ſuade the fellow that he did Wrong, or that 1 Won 
ever proſecute him for poaching-—I muſt defire you 
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will wink hard at the practices of this raſcallion; 
otherwiſe I ſhall be plagued with his preſents, which 
coſt me more than they are worth.-—If I could won- 
der at any thing Fitzowen does, I ſhould be ſure 
priſed at his aſſurance in deſiring yuu to folicit my 
vote for him at the next election for the county ; for 
him, who oppoſed me on the like occaſion with the 
molt illiberal competition—Y ou may tell him civillyg 
that I beg to be excuſed. Dire& your next for me at 
Bath, whither I propoſe to remove to-morrow ; not 
only on my own account, but for the ſake of my 
niece, Liddy, who is like to relapſe. The poor 
creature fell into a fit yeſterduy, while I was cheap- 
ening a pair of ſpeEtacles with a Jew pedlar. I am 
afraid there is ſometliung {till lurking in that little 
heart of her's; which I hope a change of obs 
jets will remove. Let me know what you think 
of this half-witted Doctor's impertinent, ridiculous 
and abſurd notion of my diſorder. So far from being 
dropſical, I am as lank in the belly as a grey-hound z 
and, by meaſuring my ancle with a pack-thread, L 
find the ſwelling ſubſides every day - From ſuch 
doctors, good Lord deliver us I have not yet taken 
any lodgings in Bath, becauſe there we can be accom- 
modated at a minute's warning, and I ſhall chooſe for 
myſelf—I need not ſay your directions for drinking 
and bathing will be agreeable to, 
Dear Lewis, 
Your's ever, 
MaT. BRAMBLEs 


P. S. I forgot to tell you, that 
my right ancle pits; a 
ſymptom, as I 1-ke it, of 
its being oedematous, not 
leacepbl:gmatic. 
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To Miſs LETTY WILIISs, at Glouceſter. 


Hot Well, April 2 t. 
MY DEAR LETTY, 
I DID not intend to trouble vou again till we 
would be ſeitled at Buh, but having the occaſion of 
Jarvis, I could not let it ſlip, efpeciaily as 1 have 
ſomething extraordinary to communicate O, my 
dear companion! what thall 1 tail vou? For ſeveral 
days patt there was a Jew-Icoking man, that plied at 
me Wells with a box of ſpectacles; aid he alwwns 
eyed me ſo earneſtly, that I begau to be very ancaty. 
At laſt he came to our lodgings at Clifton, aul lin- 
gered about the Jorg as if he wanted to ipeak to 
ſomebody. I vias ſeized with an odd Kind of flut- 
tering, and begged Win to throw herſelf 1 his 
ay; but the poor girl has weak nerves, and was 
afraid of his beard, My uncle, having occifim for 
new glaſſes, called him up ſtairs, and was trying a 
pair of ſpectacles, when the man, ad ahcing to me, 
ſaid in a whiſper—O gracious ! what dye think he 
aid? —“ Iam Wilſon!“ His features ſtruck me 
that very moment it was Wilſon, ſure enough; 
but ſo diſguiſed, that it would have been impoflible 
to know him if my heart had not afliſted in tie dif- 
covery. I was fo ſarprited and fo frightened that TI 
falnted away, but ſoon recovered, and found myſelt 
ſupported by him on the chair, while my uncle was 
running about the room, with the ſpectacles on his 
noſe, calling for help, 1 had no opportunity tv 
ſpeak to him; but our looks were ſufficiently ex- 


preilive, He was paid for his glailes, and went 


bn 
” PR Sy" 
3 * e 


him, and begged him in my name to withdraw from 
the place, that he might not incur the ſuſpicion of 
; nv uncle or my brother, if he did not want to fee 
me vie of terror and vexation. The poor youth 


he would deliver a letter to me; but this ſhe abſo- 
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away. Then I told Win who he was, and ſent her 
after lim to the Fump room, where ſhe ſpoke to 


declared, with tears in his eyes, that he had ſome. 
thing extraordinary to communicate; and aſked, if 


lutely refuſed, by my order. Finding her obſtinate 
in her refuſal, he deſired the would tell me, that he 
was no longer a player, but a gentleman, in which 
character he would very toon avow his paſton for me, 
without fear of ceiifure or reproach : nay, he even 
diſcovered his name and family, which, to my great 
grief, the ſimple girl forgot, in the conſuſion occa- 
ſioned by her being ſeen talking to him by my pro- 
ther, who ſtopt her en the road, and aſked what 
buſineſs the had with that raſcally Jew, She pre- 
tended ſhe was cheapeniig a ſt iy- hook, but Was 
thrown into ſuch a quandary, that ſhe forgot the 
moſt material part of the information; and when 
ſhe came home, went into an hyſteric fit of laughing. 
This tranſaction happened three days ago, during 
Lich he has not appeared; fo that I ſuppoſe he is 
gone. Dear Letty ! you fee how Fortune takes 
pleaſure in perſecuting your poor friend. If you 
ſhould ſee him at Glouceiter—or if vou have ſeen 
him, and know his real name and family, pray keep 
me no longer in ſuſpence: and yet, if he is under no 
obligation to keep himſelf longer concealed, and has A 
real affection for me, I thould hope he will, in a 
little time, declare himſelf to my relations. Sure, if 
there is nothing unſuitable in the match, they won't 
be ſo cruel as to thwart my inclinations. O, what 
happineſs would then be my portion! I can't help 
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indulging the thought, and pleaſing my fancy wit! 
ſuch agreeable ideas ; which, after all, perhaps, will 


40” 


never be realiſed, But why ſhould I deſpair * who 


knows what will happen ?—We ſet out for Bath 


to-morrow, and I am almoſt ſorry for it, as I begin 


to be in love with ſolitude, and this is a charming 
The air is ſo pure; the Douns ſo 
agreeable; the furze in full blofſom ; the ground 


romantic place. 


enamelled with daiſies, and primroſes, and cowſlips ; 

all the trees burſting into leaves, and the hedges 

already clothed with their veraal livery ; the moan- 
tains covered with flocks of ſheep, and tender bleat. 

ing wanton lambkins playing, fritking and ſkipping 
from fide to fide the groves reſound with the notes 
of the blackbird, thruſh; and linnet ; and all night- 
long ſweet Fhilomel pours forth her raviſhingly de- 
lightful ſong. Then, for variety, we go down to the 
nymph of Briftol-(pring, where the company is aſſein- 
bled before dinner; ſo good-natured, fo tree, to ealy ; 
and there we drink the water, 1v clear, ſo pure, fo 
mild, ſo charmingly maukiſh. There the ſun is foctie:i'- 
ful and reviving, the weather ſo ſoft, the walk ſo agree- 
able, the proſpect ſo amuſing, and the ſhips and boats 
going up and down the river, cloſe under the Win- 
gows of the Pump-room, afford ſuch an enchanting 
Variety of moving pictures, as require a much abler 
pen than mine to deſcribe, To make this place a 
perfect paradiſe to me, nothing is wanting but an 
agreeabl: companion and ſincere friend; ſuch as my 
dear Miſs Willis hath been, and 1 hope {till will be, 
to her ever faithful 


LVDIA MELFORD: 
Direct for me, till under cover 


to Win; and Jarvis will take 
care to convey it ſafe. Adieu. 
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o Sir WATKIN ParLLies, of Jeſus college, 


5 Oxon. 
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* April 24. 
DEAR PHILLIPS, 

YOU have. indeed, reaſon to be ſurpriſed that 1 
Mould have concealed my correſpondence with Miſs 
. from you, to whem I diſcloſed all my 

” ther connexions of that nature; but the truth is, I 
Wes er dreamed of any ſuch commerce, till your laſt 
znfor med me that it had produced lomething which 
could ot be much longer concealed. It is a lucky 
* rcumaance, however, that. her reputation will not 

n. ler any detriment, big rather derive advantage 
1 rom the diſcovery ; which will prove, at leaſt, that 
It is not quite ſo rotten as moſt people imagined, 
Wo: my own part, I declare to you, in all the fin- 
cerity of friendſhip, that, far from having any amo- 
rous intercourſe with the object in queſtion, I never 
had the leaſt acquaintance with her perſon ; but, if 
he is really in the condition you deſcribe, I ſuſpect 

Mantel to be at the bottom of the whole. His viſits 
0 that ſhrine were no fecret ; and this attachment, 
added. to ſome good offices which you know he has 
lone me ſince I left 4/ma-mater, give me a right to 
believe him capable of ſaddling me with this ſcandal 
vhen my back was turned. Nevertheleſs, if my 

name can be of any ſervice to hm, he is welcome 

o make ule of it; and if the woman ſhould be 
abandoned enough to ſwear his bantling to me, I 
mult beg the favour of you to compound with the 
pariſh ; I ſhall pay the penalty without repining 3 
and you will be ſo good as to draw upon me imme - 
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diately for the {um required. On this occaſion I act 
by the advice of my uncle, who ſays, I ſhall hate 
good luck if I paſs through life without being F 
obliged to make many more compoſitions of the | 
ſame kind. The old gentleman told me laſt night, | 
with great good humour, that betwixt the age of And 
twenty and forty he had been obliged to provide for 
nine baſtards, ſworn to him by women whom he 
never ſaw.— Mr. Bramble's character, which ſeems „ 
to intereſt you greatly, opens and improves upon 
me every day. His ſingularities afford a rich mine 
of entertainment: his underſtanding, fo far as I can 
judge, is well cultivated ; his obſervations on life exc 
are equally juſt, pertinent, and uncommon. He Nov 
affects miſanthropy, in order to conceal the ſenſibility Mr. 
of a heart, which is tender even to a degree of his 
weakneſs, This delicacy of feeling, or forenets of ſpec 
the mind, makes him timorous and fearful ; but Nuit 
then. he is afraid of nothing ſo much, as of diſhonanr; 0 
and although he is exceedingly cautious of giving Ba... 
offence, he will fire at the Jeaſt hint of infolence or NWor 
ill- breeding. Reſpectable as he is upon the Whole, cert 
1 can't help being ſometimes diverted by his lite 
diſtreſſes ; which provoke him to let fly the ſhafts 
of his ſatire, Keen and penetrating as the arrows of 
Teucer.—Our aunt, Tabitha, acts upon him as a 
perpetual grind-ſtone. She is, in all reſpects, a ſtrik- pelo 
ing contraſt to her brother. But 1 reſerve her por- cj. 
trait for another occaſion. ſtart 
Three days ago we came hither from the Hot Nonie 
Well, and took poſleffion of the firſt floor of a rant 
lodging-houſe on the South Parade; a fituation Nders 
which my uncle choſe, for its being near the Bath, not; 
and remote from the noiſe of carriages, He was, 
ſcarce warm in the lodgings when he called for his. 
night-cap, his wide ſhoes, and flannel, and declaed ns! 
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imſelf inveſted with the gout in his right foot; 
bough, I believe, it had as yet reached no farther 
han his imagination, It was not long before he had 
eaſon to repent his premature declaration; for our 


rom the trunk, that one would have imagined the 
ouſe was on fire. All this time uncle ſat boiling 
vith impatience, biting his fingers, throwing up his 
yes, and muttering ejaculations ; at length he burſt 
nto a Kind of convulſive laugh, after which he 


rs. Tabitha's favourite dog Chowder, having paid 
is compliments to a female turnſpit, of his own 
ſpecies, in the kitchen, involved himſelf in a quarrel 
with no fewer than five rivals, who ſet upon him 
at once, and drove him up ſtairs to the dining-room 
oor, With hideous noiſe : there our aunt and her 
woman, taking arms in his defence, joined the con- 
cert, which became truly diabolical. This fray 
being with difficulty ſuppreſſed, by the intervention 
of our own footman and the cook-maid of the houſe, 
the ſquire had juſt opened his mouth, to expoſtulate 
with Tabby, when the town-waits, in the paſlage 
below, truck up their muſic (if muſic it may be 
called), with ſuch a ſudden burſt of ſound as made him 
ſtart and ſtare, with marks of indignation and diſs 
quiet, He had recollection enough to ſend his ſer- 
vaut with ſome money to filence thoſe noiſy mtrus 
ders; and they were immediately diſmiſſed, though 
not without ſome oppoſition on the part of Tabitha, 
who thought it but reaſonable that he ſhould have 
more muſic for his money. Scarce had he ſettled 
this Knotty point, when a ſtrange Kind of thumping 
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and bouncingwas heard right over-head in the ſecond 

ſtory, ſo loud and violent as to ſhake the while 

building. 1 own I was exceedingly provoked atfi 
this new alarm ; and, before my uncle had time to 
expreſs himſelf on the ſubjeR, 1 ran up ſtairs, to (eeſ eq 
what was the matter. Finding the room- door open, iat. 
I entered without ceremony, and perceived nf t! 
object, which I cannot now recollect wida I 
laughing to exceſs—It was a dincing-maſter, wiihÞ® kr 
his ſcholar, in the act of teaching. The matter wasÞ@ Ir, 
blind of one eye, and lame of one foot, and led about co 
the room lis pupil; who ſeemed to be about the age co 
of three-icore, ſtooped mortally, was tall, raw-boncd P the 
hard-favoured, with a woollen night-cap on his lead yo 
and he had ſtript oft his coat, that he might be moreP anc 
nimble in his motions——Finding himſelf intruded he 

upon by a perſon he did not Know, he forthwithf kn 
girded himſelf with a long iron ſword, and ad&vancingff doo 
to me with a peremptory air, pronounced, in a true ruſt 
Hibernian accent, * Mitter What-d'ye ca!!um, by my wit 
*& faoul and conſcience, I am very glad to ſea yon, was 
« you are after coming in the way of frienI{lip Flay 
& and indeed, and indeed now, I believe you are in 
« friend ſure enough, gra; though I never had 0 
& honour to ſea your face before, my dear; for Shear 
i caaſe you come like a friend, without any ceremonWeeni 
« at all, at all—” I told him the nature of my vi! the 
would not admit of ceremony; that I was come . ab 
defire he would make leſs noiſe, as there was a fich a 
gentleman below, whom he had no right to difturFlhe | 
with ſuch prepoſterous doings. 4 Why, look yo 
4% now, young gentieman (re plie] this original), pen, he 
% haps, upon arother occaſion, I might ſhivilly reflec 
% queſt you to explain the maining of that haWffic 
% word, prepa/terous ; but there's a time for Aout. 


* things, hone / — 80 fag, he palled me UE in 
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nd reat agility, and, running down ſtairs, found our 
ole Footman at the dining- room door, of whom he de- 
| tFmanded admittance, to pay his reſpects to the ſtranger, 
e tos the fellow did not think proper to refuſe the 
ſeeftequeſt of ſuch a formidable figure, he was imme- 
den, Miately introduced, and addreſſed himfelf to my uncle 
inf theſe words: „“ Your humble ſervant, good fir— 

ou I'm not ſo prepaſterous, as your fon calls it, but 1 
wache know the rules of ſhivility— I'm a poor knight of 
was Ireland, my name is fir Ulic Mackilligut, of the 
bout county of Galway; being your fellow-ludger, I'm 
2 ageßß come to pay my reſpects, and to welcome you to 
mel the South Parade, and to offer my beſt ſervices to 
you, and your good lady, and your pretty daugliter ; 

and even to the young gentleman your ſon, though 
he thinks me a prepaſierous fellow — You muſt 
wil know I am to have the honour to open a ball next 
neingg door to-morrow with lady Mac Manus; and being 
i true ruſted in my dancing, I was refreſhing my memory 
yu with a little exerciſe; but if I had known there 
on, was a nick perſon below, by Chriſt! 1 would 
Lip gare ſooner danced a hornpipe upon my own 
re ui bead, than walk the ſofteſt minuet over yours. — 
uncle, who was not a little ſtartied at his firſt 
or beghpearance, received lus compliment with great com- 
2monWcency, inſiſted on his being ſeated, thanked him 
y viii the honour of his viſit, and reprimanded me for 
"me t abrupt expo ſtulation with à gentleman of his 
a fich and character. Thus tutored, I afked pardon 
hfturYihe knight, who, forthwith ſtarting up, embraced 
»0K-YE fo cloſc, that I could hardly breathe; and aſſured 
), perßz he loved me as his own toul. At length, 
my refullecting his night-cap, he pulled it off in ſome 
t hq eſion; and, with his bald- pate uncovered, made 
four a\Wvouland apologies to the ladies, as he retired—At 
e . inſtant, the Abbey bells began to ring ſo loud, 
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that we could not hear one another ſpeak ; and this 
peal, as we afterwards learned, was for the honour 
of Mr. Bullock, an eminent cow- keeper of Totten. 
ham, who had juſt arrived at Bath, to drink the wa- 
ters for indigeſtion. Mr. Bramble had not time tc 
make his remarks upon the agree:ble nature of tligf 
ſerenade, before his ears were ſaluted with anotherf 
concert that intereſted him more nearly, Two neÞ 


groes, belonging to a Creole gentleman, who lodged ing 
in the ſame houſe, talking their ſtation at a window 


in the ſtaircaſe, about ten feet from our dining-roo m 
door, began to practiſe upon the French-horn; ud, 


: k : f 75 
being in the very firſt rudiments of execution, proud 


ced ſuch diſcordant ſounds, as might have diſcom| 
poſed the organs of an aſs—— You may gueſs whit 
effect they had upon the irritable nerves of uncl: 
who, with the moſt admirable expreſſion of ſplenetic 
ſurprize in his countenance, ſent his man to ſilence 
thoſe dreadful blaſts, and defire the muſicians to prac 
tiſe in ſome other place, as they had no riglit tc 
ſtand there and diſturb all the lodgers in the houſe 
Thoſe {able performers, far from taking the hint and 
withdrawing, treated the meſſenger with great ins 
lence ; bidding him carry his compliments to their 
maſter, colonel Rigworm, who would give him 
proper anſwer, and a good drubbing into the bargain 
in the mean time they continued their noiſe, an 
eyen endeavoured to make it more diſagreeable 
laughing between whiles, at the thoughts of being 
able to torment their betters with impunity. Ov 
ſquire, incenſed at the additional inſult, immediately 
difpatched the ſervant, with his compliments to col. 


nel Rigworm; requeſting that he would order H pre 


blacks to be quiet, as the noiſe they made w: 
altogether intolerable— To this meſſage the Creol 
colonel replied, that his horns had a right to ſoul 
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his on a common ſtair-caſe ; that there they ſhould play 
bur for his diverſion ; and that thoſe who did not like the 
en-W noiſe, might look for lodgings elſe-where. Mr. Bram- 
Va- ble no ſooner received this reply than his eyes began 
ol to gliſten, his face grew pale, and his teeth chattered. 

tlg After a moment's pauſe, he flipt on his ſhoes, with- 
nerf out ſpeaking a word, or ſeeming to feel any farther 
ne) diſtut bance from the gout in his toes. Then, ſnatch- 
gech ing his cane, he opened the door and proceeded to the 
ow place where the black trumpeters were poſted. There, - 
domi without farther heſitation, he began ty belabour them 
d both; and exerted himſelf with ſuch afteniſhing vi- 
du gour and agility, that both their heads and horns were 
on-gbroken in a twinkling, and they ran howling down 
uh irs to their maſter's parlour- door. The *ſquire, 
cl: Wollowing them half way, called aloud, that the co- 
netiq; lonel might hear him, “ Go, raſcals, and tell your 
ence maſter what I have done; if he thinks himſelf 
pracgt® injured, he knows where to come for ſatisfaCtion.. - 
it tag As for you, this is but an earneſt of what you ſhall 
zouſe receive, if ever you preſume to blow a horn again 
t auc here, while I it y in the houſe.” 80 ſaying, he 
n:0Fretired to his apartment, in expeRation of hearing 
thenWrom the Weſt - Indian ; but the colonel prudently 

aim ﬀeclined any farther proſecution of the diſpute. My 
gain Wiſter Liddy was frightened into a fit, from which ſhe. 
„ au as no ſooner recovered than Mrs. Tabitha began a 
eabie ecture upon patience ; which her brother interrupted 
beinWith a moſt ſignificant grin, exclaiming, © True, ſiſ- 
ter, God increaſe my patience and your diſcretion. 


Ou 
Matei 1 wonder (added he) what ſort of ſonata we are to 
cola expect from this overture, in which the devil that 
der , preſides over horrid ſounds, hath given us ſuch va- 
e WF riations of diſcord—The trampling of porters, the 
Creol creaking and craſhing of trunks, the ſnarling of 
ſouußß curs, the ſcolding of women, the ſqueaking and 
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& and ſqualling of fiddles and hautboys oat of Wee 
& tune, tie bouncing of the Iriſh baronet over W« 
& head, and the burſting, belching, and brattling Wee 
«K.of the French - horns in the paſſage (not to?! 
& mention the harmonious peal that still thunders un 
« from the Abbey ſteeple) ſucceeding one anvther Who 
« without interruption, like the different parts of Mu. 
« the ſame concert, have given me fuch an idea of fFgy 
& what a poor invalid has te expect in this temple, 3411, 
& dedicated to Silence and Repoſe, that I thail c- 
& tainly ſhift my quarters to-raorrow, and endeavour # 
« to etfectuate my retreat before Sir Ulic opens the Mhz 
& ball with my lady Mac Manus ; a conjunction tlut Betie 
e bodes me no good.“ This intimation was by no for 
means agreeable to Mrs. Tabitha, whoſe ears were you 
not quite ſo delicate as thoſe of her brother—Sbe Bow; 
ſaid it would be great folly to move from tuch agree- Neil 
able lodgings, the moment they were comfortably edi, 
ſettled, She wondered he ſhould be ſuch an enemy 
to muſic and mirth. She heard no noiſe but of his 
own making: it was impotlible to manage a family 
in damb-ſhew, He might tarp as Jong as he pleated 
upon her ſcolding, but ſhe never ſcolded except for 
his advant:ige : but he wou'd never be ſatisfied, even 
tho'f ſhe ſhould ſweat blood and water in his ſervice 
l have a great notion that our aunt, who is now 
declining into the molt deſperate ſtate of celibacy, 
had formed ſome deſign upon the heart of Sir Chic 
Mackilligut, which ſhe feared might be fruſtrated 
by our abrupt departure from thete lodgings. Her IF 
brother, ey ing her aſkance, „Pardon me, fi:ter{ilior 


% (jaid he), I ſhould be a ſavage, indeed, were IFlaint 
4 inſenſible of my own felicity, in having fach aith 
&« mild, complacent, good-humoured, and cou . 
©« rate companion and houfe-keeper z but as I hvÞlp 
% got a weak head, and my ſenſe of hearing is paw 92 
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of MW fully acute, before I have recourſe to plugs af 
er N woo! and cotton, I'll try whether 1 can't find ano- 
ug“ ther lodging. where 1 ſhall have more quiet and 
o leſs muſic.” He accordingly diſpatched his man 
ers Mupon this ſervice; and next day he found a ſmall 
1er Whouſe in Millham ſtreet, which he hires by the 
of Nweek. Here, at leatt, we enjoy convenience and 
of quiet within doors, as much as Tabby's temper will 
allow; but the *ſquire ſtill complains of flying pains 
in the Romach and head, for which he bathes and 
* Werinks tie waters, He is not ſo bad, however, but 

hat he goes in perſon to the pump, the rooms, and 
that the coffee-houſes ; where he picks up continual food 
no] ſor ridicule and ſatire, It 1 can glean any thing for 
vere your amuſement, either from his obſervation or my 
Sbe town, you ſhall have it frecly, though I am afraid it 
recs Nil 2 compenſate the trouble of reading theſe 
ably Mciious infipid letters of, 


emy Dear Piulhps, 

f his X ours always, 

mily | JER. MIELFORD. 
ealed 

t for 9 

even 

r To DR. LEWIS. 

now | 

—_ Path, April 23. 


DEAR DOCTOR, 


Her IF I did not know that the exerciſe of your pro- 
ſutereinion has habituated you to the hearing of come 
eve Ileints, I ſhould make a conſcience of troubling you 
ach ith my corre{pondence, which may be truly called 
nſide e lamentations of Matthew Bramble. Yet I cannat 
| liachelp thinking, 1 have ſome right to diſcherge the 
s pan mowing of my ſpleen upon you, whoſe pro- 
Ol. » 
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vince it is to remove thoſe diſorders that occaſioned 
it; and let me tell you, it is no ſmall alleviation of 
my grievances, that I have a ſenſible friend, to whom 
I can communicate my cruſty humours, which, by 
retention, would grow intolerably acrimonious. 
You muſt know I find nothing but diſappoint— 
ment at Bath ; which is fo altered, that I can ſcarce 
believe it is the ſame place that I frequented about 
thirty years ago. Methinks I hear you tay, “ Alter- 


4 ed it is, Without all doubt; but then it is altered RN 
% for the better; a truth which, perhaps, you would & 


% om without heſitation, if you yourſelf was not alter— 
«ed for the worſe.” The reflection may, for auglit 


I know, be juſt. The inconveniencies which I over- | 
. . — . . * 

looked in the hig h-day of health, will naturally ſtrike 

with exaggerated imprefion on the irritable nerves Þ 


of an invalid, ſurpriſed by premature old age, and 
ſhuttered with long fuffering—But, I believe you 
Will not deny, that this place, which Nature and 
Providence ſcem to have intended as a reſource from 


diteraper and diſquiet, is become the very center of 


racket and diſſipation. Inſtead of thut peace, tran- 
quillity and eaſe, fo neceſſary to thoſe who labour 
under bad health, weak nerves, and irregular fpi- 
rits, here we have nothing but noiſe, tumult, and 
burry ; with the fatigue am flavery of maintaining 
a ceremonial more ſtiff, formal, and oppreltive 
than the etiquette of a German elector. A nations 
hoſpital it may be; but one would imagine, that non? 
but lanatics are admitted; and truly I will yet yo! 
leave to call me fo, if I tay nuch longer at Bath, 

But I ſhall take another opportunity to explam u 
ſentiments at greater length on this ſubject—1 wi 
unpatient to ſee the boaited improvements in archi 


tecture, for which the upper parts of the town n 
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heen ſo much celebrated, and t'other day I made a. 
circuit of all the new buildings. The Square, though 


irregular, is on the whole pretty well laid out, ſpa- 
cious, open, and airy ; and, in my opinion, by far 
the molt wholeſome and agreeable ſituation in Bath, 


eſpecially the upper fide of it; but the avenues to it 


are mean, dirty, dangerous, and indirect. Its come 
munication with the Baths, is through the yard of an 


inn, where the poor trembling valetudinarian is Care 


ried in a chair, betwixt the heels of a double row 


of horſcs, wincing under the curry -combs of grooms: 


and poſtilions, over and above the Dazard of being 


$ obftructed, or overturned, by the carriages which 
are continually making their exit or their eutrance 
| 1 ſuppote aiter ſome cha men thall have been maim- 
| ed, and a few lives loſt by thoſe accidents, the Core 


paration will think, in earueft, about providing a 
more ſaſe and commoqious page. The Circus is a 
pretty bauble, contrived for ſſiew, and looks like 


| Veſpaſian's amphitheatre turmad outſide in. If we 


conſider it in point of magniticence, the great num- 


ber of ſmall doors belonging to the ſeparate houſee, 


the inconſiderable height of the different orders, th 


affected vrnaincuts of the architrave, which are botli. 


childiſh and raifplaced, and the areas projecting into 
the ſtreet, ſurrounded with iron rails, deſtroy a good 
part of its effect upon the eye; and perhaps we ſhall 
find it {till more defective, if we view it in the 
light of convenience, The figure of each ſeparate 
dwelling-houſe being the ſegment of a circle, muſt 
ſpoil the ſymmetry of the rooms, by contracting 
them towards the ſtrect windows, and leaving a 
arger ſweep in the ſpace behind. If, inſtead of the 
areas and iron rails, which ſeem to be of very little; 
ſe, there had been a corridore with arcades all 
ound, as in Covyent-Garden, the appearance of the 
C2 
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whole would have leen more magnificent and ric. 
ing. Thoſe arcades would hve afforded mn agreeahle 
covered walk, and ſheltered the poor chairmen and 
Meir cmriages from the rain, which is here almoſt 
perpetual. At prefent, the chairs ſtand ſoaking in 
Ce oper ſtreet from morning to night, till they 
become ſo many boxes of wet leather, for the benv- 
Ft of the gouty and rheumatic, who 
in tkem from place to pl.ice. Indeed this is a fhock - 
ing inconvenience that extends over the while 
and I am perfuaded, it 
to the delicate and _ 
contrived for the ſick, WW 
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* 
have their frize . Impregnated, EES ſo may 
ſponges, with the moiſture of the tmoſnhers, d 


thete caſes of cold vapour mutt give a c 
check to the perſpirition of a parient 
from the Bath, with all = POTes- Wi 
But to return to the Cr 

from its fituation, at ſo great a dit: 
markets, baths, and places of public 
The only entrance to it, through G 
ficuk, ſteep, and f{lippery, that, in wet wat ner 
it muſt be exceedingly dangerous, both for thoſe 
ride in carriages, ard thoſe that wall a-foot ; LY 
when the ſtreet is covered with ſnow, as it venus for 
fifteen days ſucceſſively this very winter, 1 don't \-2 
how any individual could go either up or Gown, with - 
out the moſt mminent hazard of broken bones. In 
blowing weather, I arn told, moſt of the honſes on 
this hill arg ſmothered with ſmoke, forced down the 
chimneys by the guſts of wind revertberated from 
the hill behind, which (I apprehend likewife) mult 
render the atmoſphere. here more humid and un- 
wholeſome than it is in the fquare below ; for the 
clouds formed by the conſtant evaporatiou from the 
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bat lis and rivers in the bottom, will in their aſcent 
this way, be fuſt attracted and detained by the hill 
that riſes cloſe behind the Circus, and load the air 
with a perpetuai fuccetlion of vapours: this point, 


however, may be eafily aſcertained by means of an 


hvgrometer, or a paper of fait of tartar expoled to 
the action ot the atmo!phere.. The tame artiſt Who 
planned the Circus, has 1tewiſe projected a Cref= 


cent. When that is finiſhes, vo thall probably have 


a Star; and hoe who are vis thirty years hence 
may perhaps iee all ea 1 of tos Zodiac exhibited 
in arcl:.tect at Bat Thete,. weer fant.i(ticals 
are ſtul deſ. ans that e ſore ingenuity and 
knowleege the architect ; but the rage of building 
has laid hold on ſucn a number of adventurers, that 
Ole ſees new Hhoules ſtarting up in every out -let and; 
every corner of ate, contrived without judgment, 
executed without foliditèe, and ſtuck together with 
10. little regard to pl. | and propriety, that the Jitte- 
rent lines of the new rows and buitdinzs miterfere 
with, and inter ect one another in every different. 
angle of conjunction. They look ke the wreck oh 
treets and ut Cizjowicd by an earthquares 
which tath broken the ground into a variety of holes. 
and lullocks; or as if tome Gothic devil — ſtuffed 
tiem altogether in a bag, aid left them to ſtand 
hig ledy- e y, jult as chance d.rected., What fort 
of a monſter Bath will become in a few years, with 
thoſe growing excreſcences, may hy eaſily conceived. 
But the wart of beauty and proport.on ig not the worlh 
63ect of theſe new manitons ; they are built io ilght, 
with the {oft crumbliag 1tone found in this *neighbours. 
hood, that 1 ſhould never fleep quietiy in one of. 
them, when it bluwed (as the tailors ſay) a cap - full 

nd; and 1 am perſuaded, that my hund, Roger 
Wullaaie, r aliy man Ot equal itrenging would be 
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able to puſk his foot through the ſtrongeſt part of 
"their walls, without any great exertion of his muſcles, 
All theſe abſurdities ariſe from the general tide of 
luxury which hath overſpread the nation, and 
ſwept away all, even the very dregs of the people. 
Every upitart of fortune, harneſied in the trappings 
of the mode, preſents himſelf at Bath, as in the very 
focus of obſervation—Clerks and factors from the 
Eaſt. Indies, loaded witli the ſpoil of plundered pro— 
vinces; planters, negro-drivers, and huckiters, from 
our American plantations, enriched they know not 
how; agents, commitſaries, and contractors, who 
Have fattened, in two ſucceilive wars, on the blood 
of the nation ; uſurers, brokers, nd job bers of every 
Kind; men of low birth, and no breeding, have found 
Themſelves ſuddenly tranſtmed into a tlate of afflu- 
ence, unknown to fo;mer ges: and no wonder 
that their brains ſhould be iatoxicated with pride, 
vanity, and preſumption, Knowing no other crito- 
non of greatneſs but the oftentation of wealth, they 
diſcharge their affluence witl;out tate or conduct, 
throug!: every channel of the moſt abſurd extrava- 
gance ; and all of them hurry to Bath, becauie here, 
Without any farther qualification, they can mingle 
with the princes and nobles of the land. Even the 
wives and daughters of low tradeſmen, who, like 
Movel-noſed ſharks, prey upon the biubber of tlioſe 
uncouth whales of fortune, are infected with the ſame 
rage of diſplaying their importance; and the ſlightzft 
diſpoſition ierves them for a pretext to infilt upon 
being conveyed to Bath, where they may lhoubbie 
country-dances and cotillons among lerdlings, *fquires, 
«counſellors, and clergy. Theſe delicate creatures from 
Bedfordbury, Butcher row, Crutched-friers, and Bo- 
F=tolph.lane, cannot breathe in the groſs air of the 


n 


nnn 


HUMPHRY LIN RER. 53 


Lower Town, or conform to the dee rules of a 
common lodging-houſe ; the huſband therefore muſt 
provide an entire houſe, or elegant apartments in the 
New Buildings. Such is the compoſition of what is 

alled the faſhionable company at Bath; where a 
very inconiderable proportion of genteel people are 
loft in a mob of impudent pleheians, who have net 
ther underſtanding nor judgment, nor the leaſt idea 
of propriety and decorum, and teem to enjoy nothing 
% much as an opportunity of inſulting their bet» 
nk. 

Thus the number of people and the namher of 
boules continu? to increate ; and this will ever be the 
caſe, till the fireams that ſwell this irreſuſtible tore 
rent of folly and extravagance ſhall either be ex- 
hautted, or turned into other channels, by incidents 
and events winch I do not pretend to foreſee. This, 
dis is a ſubject on which I cannot write with 
a * ee of p ice fur the Mob is a monſter 1 
never could adidle; eit! er in its head, tail, midriff, or 
ah 1 deten the e of it as a maſs of ig- 
norance, pteſumption, malice, and brutality z and in 

his term of dee er e 1 include, without reſpect 
of rauk, itation, or quality, all thoſe of both ſexes 
who at&t its manners, and court its ſociety. 

But I have writ'<n till! my tnigers are crampt, and 
my nauſea begins to return —By your advice, I fent 
to London a few dis ago for half a pound of Geng- 

eng; though I doubt much, whether that which 
comes from America is equilly efficacious with what 
1; brouglit from the Eatt-Invies. Some years ago a 
friend of mine paid ſixteen guineas for two ounces of 
it; and in ſix months aiter, it was ſold in the ſame 
ſnop for five ſhillings the pound, In ſhort, we live 
in a vile world of fraud and ſophiſticat ion; ſo that L 
know nothing of equil value with the genuine 
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Friendſhip of a ſenſible man; a rare jewel ! whick 
I cannot help thinking myſelf in poſſeflion of, white 
1 repeat the old declaration, that I am, as uſual, 
Dear Lewis, 
Your affeQtonate, 
NM. BRAMBLE, 


After having been agitated in a fort hurricane, ct. 
my firſt arrival, I have taken a fmall houſe in 
Milſham-ttreet, where I am tolerably well lodged f 4 
for five guineas a-week. 1 was yeilterday at the |: to! 

** Pump-room, and drank about a pint of the w. ter, frie 
which ſeems to agree with my ftomach; and to— | wh 
morrow morning 1 fkall bathe, for the firit time; Yo 

* fo that in a few poits you may expect farther 

* trouble : mean while, I am glad to find that the 

ninoculation has ſucceeded fo well with poor Joyce, Þ wi 
and that her face will be bat little marked— If my at. 
friend Sir Thomas was a fingle man, I would not 
traſt ſuch a handſome wench in Ins fammy; but Þ hw 
as 1 have ters v 2 in a particular man- der 


of the beſt. MT OMe! Ii} the Wi Id, 1e . 7 ny, 2 Ane 


thitber without bien, as 10wn. as ſhe is quite * mc 
recovered, and fit for lervice— Let her mother | 
have money to provide her with neceflaries, and Py 
the may ride behind her brother on Bucks; hit : 
vou muſt Ioy ſtrong mjantctions on Jack, to take Þ ev 
particular care of the truity cid veteran, who is tie 
fairhfully earned his pretent calc by his pet fer- Þ lod 
vices. me 


* 0 * 


rare 
. 
Ro 
— 


0 


— 


HUMPHRY: CLIN KER. 53 
4 Der ese: eee 3 


To Miſs W1LL:s, at Glouceſter, 


ath, April 26; 
17 1 _ a 
in „* BEAREST COMPANION 
cd THE. pleaſure I received from yours, which came” 


He | to hand yeſterday, is not to be expreſſed. Love and 
7, friendſhip are, without doubt, charming patlions z - 
which abſence ſerves only to heighten and improve. 
7 Your kind preſent of the garnet bracclets, 1 ſhall 
er | keep as carefully as I preſerve ay own life; and T 
ne Þ beg you will accept, m return, of my heart-houſe- 
„ þ wife, with the tortoiſe-ſEell memorandum book, as 
nv Þ 2 trifiing pledge of my unalterable arfection. 

Qt Bath is to mea new worlkd—-— All is gaicty, good 
at | homour, and diverfion. The eve i, continually en- 
n- tertained with the ſplendour of dreſs and equipage; 
32 aud the ear with the found of coaches, chaiſes, chairs, 
"© I and other carriages. The merry bells ring round, froms 
is Þ morn till night. Then we are welcomed by the city- 
er waits in our own lodgings: we have muſic in the- 
d Pump-room every morning, cotitlons every fores- 
it Þ 500n in the rooms, balls twice a-wee?;, and concerts 
ce every other night, beſides private aflenblie;and par 
dies without number. As ſoon as we were ſettled in 
lodgings, we were viſited by the Maſter of the Ceres - 
monies z a pretty little gentlemen, fo tweet, ſo fine, 
ſo civil, «nd polite, that in our country he might 
paſs for the Prince of Wales: then he ta rs ſo charm- 
ugly, both in verſe and proſe, that you would be 
delighted to hear him diſcourſe, for you muſt know 
he is a great writer, and has got five tragedies ready 
or the tage. He did us the fayour to dine with us 
1 C 5 
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Sy my uncle's invitation; and next day *ſquired my 
aunt and me te every part of Bath; which, to he 
ſure, is an earthl7 paradiſe. The Square, the Circus, 
and the.Parades, put you in mind of tie famptuuys 
palaces repreſented in prints ad pictures; and the 
new buil inge, f1ch as Princes-row, Harlequin's- 
row, Bladud's row, and twenty other Rows, look 


like fo many enchanted caftles -raiſed on lunging 
ToTrraces. 
At eight in the morn; ig, WE 30 in diſh:h;lle to 


the Pump-rcom, M hich is crowded like a Welth 
fair; and there vou fee the higheſt quality, and the 
loweſt trades- folks, joſtling each other, without ce 

mony, hail- fellow well- met. The noe of the muſic 
Plaving in the gallery, the heat and flavour of ſuch a 
crowd, and tht hum and buz of their converſation, 
gave me the head-ach and vertigo the firft day; but, 
afterwards, all theſe things became familiar, and 
even agrecable.— Right mier the l'ump-room win« 
dos is the K ng's Beth; a huge cittern, where you 
ſee the patients up to their necks in hot water, The 
ladies wear jackets and petticouts of brown linen, 
with chip hats, in which they fix their handkerchigts 
to wipe the ſweat from their faces; but, truly, 
whether it is owing to the ſteam that ſurrounds them, 
or the heat of the water, or the nature of the dress, 
or to all theſe cauſes together, they look fo flu ſhed, 
and o frighttul, that I always turn my eyes another 
way My aunt, who ſays every perſon of faihion 
ſhould make her appearance in the bath, as well as 
in the Abbey- church, contrived a cap with cherry- 
coloured ribbons to ſuit her cemplexion, and obliged 
Win to attend her yeſterday morning in the Water. 
But, really, her eyes were ſo red, that they made 
mine water as I viewed her from the Pump-roon; 


and as-for poor Win, who wore a hat trimmed with 
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„lune, what betwixt her wan complexion and her” 
be fear, ſhe looked like the ghott of ſome pale maideny. 
cus, Þ who had drowned hertelf tor love. When the came 
ons out of the bath, ſhe took afſaſceeida drops, and was. 
we! Auttered all day; fo that we could hardly keep hey 
from going into hytterics: but her miftreſs ſays it 
e will do her good ; and poor Wm curtſies, with the 
ne] tears in her eyes. For my part, I content myſelf 
- with drinking about half a pint of the water. every 
to |} morning. 
* 7 ihe pumper, with his wife and ſervant, attend 
the 7 within a bar; and the glafles, of cifterent 1122s, ſtand 
re. ranged in order before chem; ſo you have nothing to 
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lic do but to pont at that which you chufe, and it 1s tilled 
1: © immediuely, hot and ſparkling from the pump. It. 8 
11. the only hot water I could ever drink, without being. 


ack—-Far from having that eftect, it is rather agrees 
able to the ta{te, grateful to the ttomach, and reviving 
to the (pirits. You cannot imagine what wonderful 
cures it performs---My uncle begin wilt it the other 


day; but he made wiy faces in driakliig, and I'm 


afraid he will leave it off— The ritt diy we came to- 
th, he fell into a violent pattion ; beat two black» 
a-moors, gad 1 was atraul he would have fought with 
ther inatter ; but the ranger proved a peaccable 
mu. Tobe ture, the gout had got into Its head, as 
my aunt obterved ; but, I believe, his pullon drove 
„„ tor he has been remarKably well ever fince. 
It is a thouſand pities he thoutd ever be troubled 
with tht ugly diltemper ; for, when he is free frum 
pain, he is the beſt-tempered man upon earth; ſo 
zentle, fo generous, fo charuable, that every body 
loves him; and so good to me in particular, that 1 
ſtall never be able to ſhrew the deep lenie I have of 
tus tenderncis and action. '4 
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Hard by the Pump- room is a coffee-houſe for the 
ladies; but my aunt ſays, young girls are not ad- 
mitted, inaſniuchi as the converſation turns upon po— 
litics, ſcandal, philoſophy, and other ſubjects above 
our capacity; but we are allowed to accompany them 
to the bookſellers ſhops, which are charming places 
of reſort ; - where we read novels, plays, pamphlets, 
-and news-papers, for ſo ſmall a ſubſcription as a 
crown @yuarter; and in theſe offices of intelligence 
{as my brother callsthem), all the reports of the Jay, 
and all the private traniactions of the bath, are fu!“ 
entered and diſcuſſed. From the bookſeller's ſhop 
we make a tour through the milliners and toymen 
and commonly ſtop at Mr. Gill's, the paſt: y-cock, to 
take a jelly, a tart, or a ſmall baſom of vermicelli. 
There is, moreover, another place of entertainment 
-On the other ſide of the water, oppoſite to tize Grove, 
to which the company crois over in a boat—It is 
called Spring-Garden; a fweet retre.t, laid out in 
Walks and ponds, and parterrcs of flowers; and 
there is a long room for breakfafting and dancing, 
As the ſituation is low and damp, and the ſeaſon has 

* been remarkably wrt, my uncle won't ſufler me to 
go ti: ther, left I ſhowd catch cold: but my aunt ſays 
It is al! a vulgar prejudice; and, to be fure, a great 
mamy gentlemen and ladies of Ireland frequent the 
place, without i-eming to be the worſe for it, They 
Tay, dancing at Spring-Gardens, when the ur is moitt, 
is recommended to them as an excellent cure for the 
rheumatiim. I have been twice at the play ; where, 
notwithſtanding the excellence of the pertormers, 
the gaiety of the company, and the decorations of the 
theatre, which are very fine, I could not help re- 
flecting, with a ſigh, upon our poor homely repre- 
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ſeutations at Clouceſter But this, in confidence to 
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my dear Willis Vou know my heart, and will ex- 


cuſe its weakneſs. 

After all, the great ſcenes of entertainment at Bath 
are the two public rooms; where the company meet 
alternately every evening—They are ſpacious, lofty 
and, when liglited up, appear very ſtriking. They 
are generally crowded with well-dreTed people, Who 
drink tea in ſ-parate parties, play at cares, walk, or 
fit and chat together, juſt as they are diſpoſed, Twice 
a-week there is a ball; the expence of which is de- 
frayed by a voluntary ſubſcription among the gentle- 
men; and every ſubſcriber has three tickets, I was 
there Friday lait wnh my aunt, under the care of my} 
brother, who is a ſubſcriber ; aw Sir Uiic Mackilli⸗ 
gut recommended his nephew, captain O'Donoghan, 
to me as a partner; but ſerry excuſed himſelf, by 
ſaving I had got the hendeach ; and, indeed, it was 
really ſo, thongh I can't wmnagine how he knew Its 
The place was fo hot, and the ſmell ſo different from 
what we are uſed to in the country, that I was quite 
feveriſh when we came away, Aunt 'fays it is the 
etlect of a vulgar confitutiun, reared among woods 
ad mountains; and that as 1 be ome accuſtomed 
to gente company, it wil! wear off.-S:r Uhc was 
very compi uſaut, made her a great many high-flown 
compliments, and, when we retired, handed her 
with great ceremony to her chair. The captMn, I 
believe, would have done me the ſme favour 3 but 
my brother, ſeeing him advance, to... me under his 
arm, and wiſhed him a good-night, The captain's 
a pretty won, to te ſure; tall and ftrait, and well 
made; u li- grey eyes, and a Rowan noley 
but there is a certain buldnets in his lot and mane 
ner that puts one out of countenance— But I am 
afraid I have put you out of all patien:. with this 
lung unconnected ſcrawl; which 1 ſhall tl:6ictors 
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| conclude with affuring you, that neither Bath nor 
London, nor all the diverſions of life, thail ever be 
able to efface the idea of my dear Letty from the 
heart of her ever affectionate 


LYbla MELTORD. 


To Mrs. Mary Jo:its, at Brambleton-hall. 


DEAR MOLLY JONES, 


HEAVING got'a fra, k, I now. return your fever, 
which I received by Mr. Higgins, at the Hot We!“ 
together with the ito kings, which bis wile footed 
for me:; but now they are of no furvice. No body 
wears ſuch things in tlus plaze—O Molly! you Eat 
live in the conatry have no decention of our doings at 
Bath. Here is ſacth Cretlins. and filing ga 0 and dancing 


»J 
* ' - * A * 1 2 ; ! 
and gauung, and courting, and plotting —O | gracious . 
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God had not given me a good Rock of diſcretion, 
what a power of things might. not 1 reveal, conſarn- 
ing old mite! an POURS miſtrets; Jews with 
beards, that were no jews, but handtome Chriſtians, 
without a hair upon 10 erde, ttrolluing with ipectacles, 
bo get ſpeech of Miis Liddy. But the's a dear ſvecet 


foul, as innocent as the chil} unborn. She has tand 
me all ber inward thouglits, and diſcioſed her pation 
for Mr. Wilſon ; and tt. 55 not his name neither; wid 
of he acted a AS. the pl yer-men, he is meat for 
their maiter: 53 and che ins fren me he r yellow trols 
pea, which Mrs. Drab, the mat RF ORE, ay will 
look very well when it is ſcovred and {mnoartcd With 
Gifur—Y ou knows as how, yallow fits my fix Of- 
mouy. God he Knons what avock 1 thail make 


nog the maiblex, when 1 make By {41k ppc“ 
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ance in this killing collar, with a fu'Lfoot of gaze, as 
wood as new, that 1 bought laſt Friday of madatn 
Friponcau, the French mullaner— Dear girl, I have 
Teen all the fine ſhews of Bath; the Prades, the 
Squires, and the Cirolis, the Crathit, the Hottogon, 
aud Bloody Buildings, and Harry King's row; and 
I have been twice in the bath with mittrets, and nar 
a ſmoak upon our backs, hufly -The ürtt time 
I was mortally afraid, and fluſtered all day; and | 
afterwards made believe that 1 bad got the heddicky 
but miſireſs ſaid, if 1 didn't co, 1 ſhould take a doi 
of bumt tte; and fo remembring how it worked 
Irs, Gwellim a pennortli. I choſe rather to go again 
with her into the Bath, quid then I met with an axts 
dent 1 droit my petticoat, and could not get it up 
from the bottom-—-But what did that fignify ? they 
mouglit litf, but they could fee nothivgs for I was 
up to the fin in water, To be ſure, it threw me into 
fuck a eumbuſtion, that 1 know not what I ſaid, nor 
what I did, nor how they got ine out, and rapt me 
in a blanket—Mrs. Tabitha ſcoulded a little when 
we got home; but ſhe knows as I know what's 
v hat—Al: Laud help vou !-- There is Sir Ny Mie 
ligut, of Balnacluich, in the cunty of Kalloway —L 
took down the name from his gentleman, Mr. 
O'Frizzle, and he has got an eſtate of fifteen hundred 
ayear—l am ſure he is both rich and generous——— 
Bit you noſe, Molly, I was always famous for keeps 
ing ſecrets; and fo he was very ſafe in truſting nie 
with his flegm for miſtreſs; whwomy to be ture, is 
very honourable ; for Mr. O'Frizzle aſſures me, he 
values not ker portion a braſs varthing-—And, indeed, 
what's poor ten thouſand pounds to a Baron Knight 
of his fortune? and, truly, I told Mr. O'Frizzle, that 
wos all ſhe had to truſt to As for John Thomas, he's 
a moraſs fellor—1 vow, I thought he would a fit wth 
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Mr. O'Frizzle, becauſe he axed me to dance witir V 
him at Spring Garden But God he knows I have no | 
thoughts eyther of wan or t'other, , 

As for houſe- news, the wortt is, Chowder has fal- Ti 
len off greatly from his {tomick—lle eats nothing 
but white meats, and not much of that; and wheezes, 


7 4 


and ſeems to be much bloated. The doctors think 

he is threatened with a dropſy—Parſor Marrofat, 5 5 
who has got the ſame diſorder, finds great benef:. * 
from the waters; but Chowder ſeems to like them e 
no better than the *ſquire; and imiltreſs ſays, if his H 
caſe don't take a favourable turn, me will ſartinly ee 
carry him to Aberga'nny to drink goat's- Mey Lo 85 
de fare, the poor dear honymil is lat for Want of aner- 5 
eiſe; for which reaſon, ſhe intends to give lum m a 
airing once a-day upon the Downs, in a poſt-chaiſe nf 
L have already made very creditable correxions i! n 
this here place; where, to be ſure, we have the very tl 
iquiataſenſe of fatiety ——Mrs. Patcher, my lady K 1- 5 
macullock's woman, and I are ſworn fitters. She C 
has ſhewn me all her ſecrets, and learned me to waſh 122 
gaze, and retraſh ruſty ſilks and bumbeſeens, by a 
boiling them with winegar, chamberlye, and ſta! ws 
beer. My ſhort ſack and apron luck as good as new A 
from the ſhop, and my pumpydoor as freſh as a roſe, He" 
by the belp of turtle. water—Bat this is all Greek * 
and Latten to you, Molly If we ſhould come to 
Aberga'ny, you'll be within a day's ride of us; and 


then we ſhall ſee wan another, pleaſe God 1E 
pot, remember me in your prayers, as I ſhall do by 
you in mine; and take care of my kitten, and give 


* OT nes — — 
— — 
— — 


my kind ſarvice to Sall; and this is all at pretent, : 
from your beloved fr od and ſarvent, | 5 
Bath, April 26. WINIFRED JENKINS» l 


HUMPHRY CLINKER, 


To Mrs. GW YLL1M, houſe-keeper at Bram- 
blet on-hall. 


I AM atoniſhed, that Dr. Lewis ſhould take 
upon him to give away Alderney, without my pri- 
vity and concurrants What ſiguiſies my brother's 
order? My brother is little better than noncompuſh, 
He would give away the thirt off his back, and the 
tecth out of his head ; nay, as for that matter, he 
would have ruiuated the family with his ridiculous 
charmmies, it it hid not been for my tour quarters— 
What between lus willullneſs and his Walte, his 
tramps and lis trenze, I led the hte of an indented 
ſlzve. Alderney gave four gallons a-day, cver ſince 
the calf was. fent to market. There is fo much 
nulk out of my dairy, and the preſs muſt ſtand ſtill: 
but I won't loſe a cliceſe paring ; and the milk ſhal 
be made good, if the tarvents ſhould go without but» 
ter. If thicy matt nevds have butter, let them make it 
of ſliceps' milk; but then my wool will ſutfer for 
w.int of grace ; 10 that I muſt be a looſer on all fides 
Well, patience is lice a ftout Welch prney; it 
b-ars a great deal, and trots a great way; but it will 
tire at the long-run. Before it's long, perhaps I may 
ſhew Matt. ihiit 1 was not burn to be the houthold 
drudge to my dying dy- Gwyn rites from Crick- 
dowel, that the price of flannel is fallen three - far- 
things an ell; and that's another good penny out of 
my pocket -M hen I go to market to fell. my com- 
modity ſtinks ; but when I vant to buy the com- 
moneſt thing, the owner pricks it up under my noſe; 
and it can't be had for love nor money—l think every 
8 runs Cruly at Bram victon-hallYou ſay tlie 
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gander has broke the eggs ; which is a phinumenon 


I don't underitend; for when the fox carried off the | 


old gooſe laft year, he took her place, and hatched 
tlie eggs, and partected the geflings like a tender 
parent — Then you tell me the thunder has ſoured 
two barrels of beer in the ſeller. But how the thin— 
der ſhould get there, when the teller was double 
locked, I can't comprehend. How ſomever, 1 won't 
have the beer thrown out, till I tee it with mine own 
eyes. Perhaps it will recover—at leaſt it will terve 
for vinegar to the ſarvents. You may leave off the 
fires in my brother's chawber and mine, as it is un- 
fartain when we r<turn. I hope, Gwvll:m, you'll 
take care there is no watte ; and have an cye to tle 
maids, and Keep them to their ſpinuing. I think 
they may go very well without beer in hot weather 
Alt ſerves only to inflame the blood, and fet them 
a-gog after the men. Water will make them fai, and 
keep them cool and tamperit. Debt forget to put 
up in the portmantel, that cums with Willums, 
along with wy riding habit, hat, and teather, tlic vial 
of purl water and the tincktur for my ttoniach ; 
being as how 1 am much trouvied with fiutterciucics, 
This is all at preient, from 


Yours, 


Beth, April 26. TaBITUA BRAMBLE, 


A 
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HUMPHRY CLINEER, 


To Dn. LEWiIs. 


DEAR DICH, 


T HAVE done with the waters; therefore your 
advice comes a day too late—J grant that phyſic is no 
myttery of your maling. I know it is a myſtery in 
its oven nature; and, like other myſteries, requires 
a itrong gulp of faith to make it go down—Tevo 
days ag; I went tothe King's Bath, by the advice of 
our friend Ch, in order to clear the ſtrainer of 
the ſkin, for the benefit of a free perſpiration; and 
the fiiſt object that ſaluted my eye, was a child full 
of ſcrophulous ulcers, carried in the arms-of one of 
the goides, under the very noſe of tle bathers. I 
was ſo ſhocked at the ſight, that T retired immediately 
with indienation and diſguſ—Sappoſe the matter of 
theſe ulcers, floating on the water, comes in con- 
tact with my in, whei the pores ire all open, I 
Would aſk you what muit be the conſequence 
Good Heavens, the very thought makes my blood. 
run cold | We know not what ſores may be running 
Into the water while we are bathing, aud what fort 
of matter we may thus imbibe; the. King's evil, the 
ſcurvy, tl cancer, and the pox ; and, no doubt, the 
heat will render the virzs the more volatile and pe- 
netrating. To purify myſelf from all ſuch contamina- 
ton, 1 went to the Duke of Kingſton's private bath, 
and thers I was almoſt ſuffocated for want of free 
air; the place was ſo ſmall, and the ſteam ſo ſtifling. 

Aſter all, if the intention is no more than to waſh 
the tkin, I am convinced that ſimple element iy 
more etectuil than any water impregnated with {alt 


- 
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and iron, which, being aſtringent, will certainly ue 
contract the pores, and leave a Kind of crutt upon , here 
the ſurface of the body. But I am now as much ſcan 
afraid of drinking as of bathing ;. for, after a long J ope 
converſation with the Doctor, about the conſtruction | d 
of the pump and the ciſtern, it is very far from being H wh 
clear with me, that the p tients in the l'unp-room 
don't ſw: llow the ſcourings of the bathers. I can't 


help ſuſpecting, that there is, or may be, ſome. re- as 
gurgitation from the bath mo tlie ciſtern of the no 


pump. In that cate, what a delicate bever.ige is tun 
e ery day quaſfed by the drinkers ; medicated with | w 


the ſweat, and dirt, and dandrift, and the abominunie yet 
diſcharges of various Kinds, from twenty different Jon 
diſeaſed bodies, parboiling in the kettle below. In — 
order to avoid this flit hy compoſition, I liad recourie ] En 
to the ſpring that ſupplies the private buülis on tte Þ be 


Abbey-green; but I at once perceived fomethir: 


4 an 
extraordinary in the taſte; and, uon inquiry, I nud Wii 
that the Roman baths in this quaiter were found J tri 
covered by an old burying-ground belonging to the Du 
Abbey; thro! witch, in all probability, the water If ce; 
drains in its paſſage: ſo that as we drink tlie Cecoce W4 
tion of living bodies at the Purap-room, we iwallowy 
the ſtrainings of rotten bones and Ccarcalies at the Þ ry 
private bath. I vow to God, the very idea turns my fr. 


ftomach !—Det.rmiucd as I am agaiuſt any farth'r I 


uſe of the Bath waters, conſideration would give me ba. 
little diſturbance, if I could find any thing wore hut 
pure, or leſs pernicious, to quencn my that but eve 


although the natural ſprings of excellent w ater ars du. 
ſeen guſhing ſpuntaneous on every fide from the Neri 
hills that ſurround us, the jnhubitants, in general 
make uſe of well water, fo impregnated with nitre, 
or alum, or ſome other villanous mineral, that ic is 
equally ungratetul to the taſte, and miulchicyous ts 


ly nee conſtitution. It muſt be owned, indeed, that 


11 


$8246 <a 


ture, brewed vp « if nauſeous ingredients, by dunces, 
| who re bunglers in the art of poiſem- making; and 


1 wiſh I had not come from Brambleton-hall. After 
8 baving lived in ſolitude fo long, I cannot bear the 
harry and impertinence of the multitude; beſides, 
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here, in Milſſham-ftreet, we have a precarious and 
ſcanty ſupply from the hill; which is collected in an 
open haſon in the Circus, liable to he qefiled with 
deal dogs, cats, rats, and every ſpecies of naſtinefs, 
which the rafcally poj wace may throw into it, from 
mere wahtonne!'s and brutality. 

Well, there is no nation that drinks fo hoggiſhly 
as the Englth—\\ hat paſſes fer wine among us, is 
not the juice of the grape; it is an adultęerous mix- 


et we, and bur fore-fathers, are and have been po- 
ſon zd by this curſed drench, wit wut talte or flavour 
— The only genumes and wholclome bevernge in 
England is London porter, and Dorcheſter table- 
beer ; but as for your ale and your gin, your cyder 
and your perry, ang all tie traſhy tamily of made 
wines, 1 deteft them as infernal compoſitions con- 
trived for the deiiraction of the human ſpecies. 
But what have I to do with the human ſpecies 2 Ex- 
ept a very few tiiends, I care not it the whole 
Was * 
Hark-ye, Lewis, my miſanthropy increaſes eve- 
ry day — Ihe longer I hve, 1 find the folly and the 
freud of munkmnd grow more and more intolerable 


everv thing is ſophiſticated in theſe crowced places. 
Shares are lad for our lives in every thing we eat or 
tink : the very air we breathe is loaded v ih con- 
tagen. We cannot even fleep, without riſque of 
mfcEtion. 1 tay, infection This place is the ren- 
de vous of the dileafed— You won t deny, that ma- 
py diſeates are iatectiuvus ; even the conſumption its 
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ſelf is highly infectious. When a perſon dies of iv | kn 


in Italy, the bed and bedding are deſtroyed ; the 
ether furniture is expoſed to the weather, and the 
apartment white-waſhed, before it is occupied by any 
other living fou!, You'll allow, that nothing receives 


infection ſooner, or retains it longer, than blankets, F 
feather-beds, and matraties—'Sdeath! how do 11 


know what miſerable objects have been ſewing in 
the bed where 1 now he!—l wonder, Dick, you 
did not put me in mind of ſending for my own mat. 
traſſes— But if 1 had not been an afs, 1 ſhould not 
have needed a remnembrancer—Fhere is always ſome 
plaguy reflection tit riſes up in judgment againſt 
me, and ruffles my ſpirits—-therefore, let us change 
the ſubject 

I have other reaſons for abriiging my ſtay at 
Bath— Lou know iter Tabby's complexion-—lt 
Mrs. Tabitha Bramble had been of any other race, 1 
ſhould certainly have looked upon her as the mutt 
But, the truth is, the has found means to interett my 
affection ; or, ratiier, ſhe is beholden to the force of 
prejudice, commonly called the ties of blood, Well, 
this amiable maiden has actually commenced a flirt- 


ing correſpondence with an lriſn Baronet of tixty- | 


five. His name is Sir Ulic Mackilligut. He is ſaid of 


to be much out at etbows ; and, I believe, has re- 
ceived falle intelligence with reſpect to her fortune. 
Be that as it may, the connection is exceedingly ridi- 
culous, and begins already to excite whitpers. For 
my part, I have no intention to diſpute her free agen» 
cy; tho' I ſhall fall upon ſome expetient ts unde— 
ceive her paramour as to tie pont which he has 
principally in view. But I don't link her conduct 
is a proper example for Liddy, who has alſo attracts 
ed the notice of ſome coxcombs in the Rooms, aud 
Ferry tells me he ſuſpects a rapping fellows, the 
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knight's nephew, of ſome defign upon the girl's 
heart. I ſhall, therefore, keep a ſtrict eye over her 
aunt and her, and even ſhift the ſcene, if I find the 


matter grow more ſeriqus—Tot perceive what an 
i Ha ceable taſk it mult be, to a man of my kidney, to 


{ have the cure of ſuch ſouls as theſe But hold, you. 


| ſhall not have another peeviſh word (till the next 


occaſion) from 
Yours, 
Bath, April 22. Marr. BRAMBLEs 


To Sir WaTkix PHiLLiPs, of Jeſus College, 
Oxon. 


DEAR KNIGHT), 


I THINK thoſe people are unreaſonable, who. 


complain that Bath is a contrasted circle, in which 


the ſame dull ſcenes perpetunlly revolve, without va» 
riation—l am, on the contrary, amazed to find 4o- 


{mall a place ſo crowded with entertainment and 
] 


variety. London itſelf can hardly exhibit one ſpecies 


of diverſion, to which we have not ſomething ana- 


log:us at Bath, over and above thoſe ſingular advan- 
tages that are peculiar to the place. Here, for ex- 


| ample, a wan has daily opportunities of ſeeing the 


molt remarkable characters of the community, He. 
ſees them in their natural attitudes and true colours 
deſcended from their pedeitals, and diveſted of their 
formal draperies, undiſguiſed by art and affectation 
Here we have minilters of ſtate, judges, generals, 
diſhops, projectors, philoſophers, wits, poets, play- 
ers, chemiſls, fiddlcrs, and bufoons, If he makes any 
considerable itay in the place, he is ſure of meeting 
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with ſome particular friend, whom he did not ex- 
pect to ſee; and to me there is nothing more agree- 
able than ſuch caſual rencounters—Another eter- 
tainment, peculiar to Bath, ariſes from the genera! 
mixture of all degrees affembled in our public rooms, 
without diſtinction of rank or fortone. This is what 
my uncle reprobmes, as a monttrous jumble of 
heterogeneous principles; a vile mob of noiſe and 
impertinence, without decency or ſubordination, 
But this chaos is to me a ſource of infinite amuie- 
ment. 

I was extremely diverted, lait ball-r.ight, to fee 
the Matter of the Ceremonies lending, with great 
ſolemnity, to the upper end of the room, an anti 
quated Abigail, dretled ja her lady's caſt cloathe; 
whom be (1 ſuppoſe) miſtook for ſome countefs juit 
arrived at the Ecth. tie ball was opened by a 
Scotch lord, with a mulaito heireſs from St. Chriiio 
pher's ; and the gay Colonel Tinſel Canced all the 
evening with the daughter of an emin=ut tinman from 
the borough of Southwark —Lettenlauy morning, 3 
the Pump-room, I ftaw a bioken-winded Wapping 
landlady ſqueeze through a circle of peers, to ſalute 
her brandy merchant, who ſtood by the window 
propp'd upon crutches ; and a paralytic attorney of 
Shoe-lane, in ſhnifling up to the bar, Kicked the 
ſhins of the Chancellor of England, While his lord- 
ſhip, in a cut bob, drank a glats of water at the 
pump. I cannot account for my being pleaſed with 
thieſe incidents, any other way than by taying, they 
are truly ridiculous in their own nature, and terve to 


heighten the humour in the farce of life, which Lem 


determined to enjoy as long as 1 can. 
Thote follies that move my uncle's ſpleen excite 
my laughter. He is as tender as a man without 3 


fin, who cannut beat the {lighteſt touch Without 


wy ww of 
GG =. 
1 


» 
'rath 
lepr 

| Su 
zu lie 

N nat u 

jut! 

tors 

then 
ſuc! 


nul 


Y 


BUMPHRY CLINKER: 73 


. & finching, What tickles another would give hing * | 
. K torment; and yet he has what we may call lacid ins 
- Þ tervals, when he is remarkably facetious—Indeed, L. 
never knew a bypochondriac ſo apt to be infected 
Vith go0d-humour, He is the moſt riſible miſai- 
t Þ thrope I ever met with, A lucky joke, or any- 
J ludicrous incident, will ſet him a-laughing immode- 
4 | rately, even in one of his moſt gloomy paroxyſms ; 
1, and when the langh is over, he will curſe his own 
„ f imbecillty. In converſmg with ſtrangers, he be | 
; trays no marks of diſquiet He is ſplene=. 
„tic with his familiars only; and not even with them 
+: | while they keep his attention employed; but when 
is | his ſpirits are not exerted externally, they ſeem to-- 
„ Tecoll and prey upon himfelf—He has renounced the 
4 } waters with exccration; but he begins to find a more 
a þ efticacious, and certainly a much more - palatable 1 
0. þ remedy in the pleaſures of fociety. He has diſcovers - 
ed ſome old friends among the invalids of Bath; and 
m m particlar, . renewed his acquaintance with the 
ot þ celebrated James Quin, who certainly did not come 
no Þ here to drink water, You cannot doubt, but that F' 
we & ad the ttrongeſt curioſity to Know this original; and 
ow it was gratified by Mr. Bramble, who has had hing . | 
dwice at our houſe to dinner. | 
So far as I am able to judge, Quin's character is | 


— 


„* 0 


1 


the 
r rather more reſpectable than it has been generally 
theo repreſented. 


| His bon; mats are in every witling's 
ich math; but many of them have a rank flavour, 
e zu lich one would be apt to think was derived from a - 
eto natural grofſneſs of idea, I ſuſpect, however, that 


n @ntice has not been done the author by the collec» 

tors of thoſe Quiniuna, who have let the beſt of 
«cite {bem flip through their fingers, and only retained 
1t a ach as were ſuited to the taſte and organs of the 


heut ; vaultnude. How far he may relax in his hours of 
; Vol. I, . D 
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jollity, I cannot pretend to ſay; but his general con. 


verſation is conducted by the niceſt rules of proprie- 
ty; and Mr, James Quin is certainly one of the beſt 


*Sred men in the kingdom. He is not only a moſt 


agreeable companion, but (as I am credibly informed) 


.a very honeſt man; highly ſuſceptible of-friendſhip ; 


warm, ſteady, and even generous in his attachments ; 


diſdaining flatiery, and incapable of meanneſs and 


diſſimulation. Were I to judge, however, from 


Nain's eye alone, I ſhould take him to be proud, in- 


ſolent, and cruel. There is ſomething remarkably 
ſevere and forbidding in his aſpect ; and, I have been 


told, he was ever diſpoſed to infult his infertors and 
dependante.—Perhops that report has influenced my 
opinion of his looks — You know we are the fools of 


prejudice. Howlſoever that may be, I have as yet 
ſeen nothing but his favourable ſide ; and my uncle, 
who frequently confers with him in a corner, declares 
he is one of the moſt ſenible men he ever knew— 
He ſeems to have a reciprocal regard for old Square- 
toes, whom he calls by the familiar name of Mat- |j! 
thew, and often r«minds-of their old tavern-adven- 
tures; on the other hand, Matthew's eyes ſparkle 
whenever Quin makes his appearance - Let him be 
never ſo jarring and cifcordant, Quin puts him JF 
tune; and, like treble and baſs in the ſame concert, 
they make excellent muſic together —T'other d.,, 
the converſation turning upon Shakſpeare, I could | 
not help ſaying, with ſome emotion, that I Won 
give an hundred guineas to fee Mr. Quin act the part 
of Falſtaff; upon which, turning to me with a ſmile 
« And I would give a thouſand, young gentlemalgy 
K (ſaid he), that 1 could gratify your longing.” Me 
uncle and he are perfectly agreed in their eſtimate op 
life; which, Quin ſays, would flink in his nottrih 
'3f he did not ſteep it in Claret, 15 


* 
* 
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T want to ſee this phoenomenon in his cups; and 
have almolt prevailed upon uncle to give him a ſmall 
turtle at the Bear. In the mean time I muſt enters 
tain you with an inc dent that ſeems to confirm the 
judgment of thoſe two cynic philoſophers. I took 
the liberty to ditter in opinion from Mr. Brambley 
when he obſerved, that the mixture of people in the 
entert inments of this place was deſtructive of all 
order and urbanity ; that it rendered the plebeians 
intufferably arrogant and troubleſome, and vulgarized 
the deportment and ſentiments of thoſg who moved 
in the upper ſpheres of life. He ſaid, ſuch a pre- 
poſterous coalntun would bring us into contempt 
with all our neighbows; and was worſe, in facts 
than debafng the gold coin of the nation, I argued, 
on the contrary, th:t theſe plebeians who diſcovered 
ſuch eagerneſs to imitate the dreſs and equipage of 
their ſuperiors, would likewiſe, in time, adopt their 
maxims and their manners, be poliſhed by their con- 
verfation, and refined by their example; but when 1 
appealed to Mr, Quiin, and atked if he did not think 
that ſuch an unicierved mixture would improve the 
whole mats : —““ Yes (ſaid he), as a plate of marma- 
« Jade would improve a pan of firreverence,” 

I owned 1 was not much converſant in high-lifey 
but I had ſeen what were called polite aſſemblies in 
London and elſewhere ;z that thoſe of Bath ſeemed to 

2 as decent as ann; and that, upon the whole, the 
individuals that compoſed it, would not be found 
d2ficient in good manuers and decorum. “ But let 
% us have recourſe to experience (ſaid 1)—Jack 
% Holder, who was intended fur a parſon, has ſuc- 
t ceeded to an eſtate of two thouſand a-year, by the 
« death of his elder brother. He is now at the 
© Bath, driving about in a phaston and four, with 
« French-horus. He has treated with turtle and 
D 2 
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« claret at all the taverns in Bath and Briſtol, till his 
« gueſts are gorged with good chear: he has bought 
« 2 dozen ſuits of fine cloaths, by the advice of the 
& Maſter of the Ceremonies, under whoſe tuition he 
4% has entered himſelf : he has loſt ſome hundreds at 
«. billiards to ſnarpers, and taken one of the nymphs 
4% of Avon-ſtreet into keeping; but, finding all theſe 
« channels inſutticient to drain him of his current 
& caſh, his. counſellor has engaged him to give a 
« general tea-drinking to-morrow at, Wiltchire's 
« room. In order to give it the more eclat, every 
« table is to be furniſhed with ſweet-meats. and noſe- 
« gays; which, however, are not to be touched till 
&« notice is given by the ringing of a bell, and then 
« the ladies may help themfelves without reftriftior, 
„% This will be no bad way of trying the company's 
& breeding—” 

« I will abide by that experiment (cried my un- 
cle) and if I could find a place to ſtand ſecure, 
„% without the vortex of the tumalt, which I know 
„% will enſue, I would certainly go thither and enjoy 
« the ſcene.” Quin propoſed that we ſhould take 
eur ſtation in the muſic-gallery ; and we took his 
advice. Holder had got thither before us, with his 
horns perdue ; but we were admitted. The tea- 
drinking paſſed as uſual; and the company having 
riſen from the tables, were ſauntering in groupes, in 
expectation of the ſignal for attac k, when the bell be- 
ginning to ring, they flew with eagerneſs to the de- 
ſert, and the whole place was inſtantly in commo- 
tion. There was nothing but juſtling, ſcrambling, 
- pulling, ſnatching, ſtruggling, ſcoldiug, and ſcream» 
ing. The neſegays were torn from one another's 
hands and boſoms ; the glaſſes and china went to 
wreck ; the tables and floor were ſtrewed with 

comfits. Some cried, ſome {wore ; and the tropes 
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and Agures of Billingſgate were uſed without reſerve 
in all their native zeſt and flavour. Nor were thoſe 
flowers of rhetoric unattended with figmticant geſti- 
culation. Some ſnapped their fingers; ſome fe rked 
them out ; ſome clapped their hands, and fome their 
backſides ; at length they fairly proceeded to pulling 
caps, and every thing ſeemed to preſage a general 
battle; when Holder ordered his horns to ſound a 
charge, with a view to animate the combatants, and 
ivflame the conteſt ; but this manceuvre produced an 
eſlect quite contrary to what he expected. It was a 
note of reproach that rouſed them to an immediate 
ſenſe of this diſgraceful ſituation. They were aſhamed 
of their abſurd deportment, and ſuddenly deſiſted. 
They gathered up their caps, ruffles, and handkers 

chiefs; and a great part of them retired in eng 
mortiticat on. 

Quin laughed at this adventure; but my 3 
delicacy was hurt, He hung his head in manifeſt 
chiugrin, and ſeemed to repine at the triumph of his 
judgment Indeed, his victory was more complete 
than he imagined ; for, as we afterwards learned, the 
two amazons who- fingularized themſelves mott in 
the action, did not come from the purlieus of Puddle» 
Cock, but from the courtly neighbuurtood of St. 
James's palace. One was a baroneſs, and the other 
a wealthy knight's dowager— My uncle ſpoke not a 
word, till we had made our retreat good to the coffees 
hovie ; where, taking off his hat, and wiping his 
forchead, „ I bleſs God (ſaid he) that Mrs. Tabitha 
& PBramble did not take the field to-day !” „I would 
% pit her for a cool hundred (cried Quin) againſt the 
„ beſt ſhake-bag of the whole main.” The truth is, 
nothing could have kept her at home but the accident 
of ler having taken phyſic before ſhe knew the na- 
ture of the entertamment. She has been for ſome 

D 3 


78 THE EXPEDITION OF 


days furbiſhing up an old ſuit of black velvet, to make 
her appearance as Sir Ulic's partner at the next 
ball. 


I have much to ſay of this amiable kinſwoman; 


but ſhe has not been properly introduced to your ac- 
quaintance. She is remarkably civil to Mr. Quin ; of 
whoſe ſarcaſtic humour the ſeems to ſtand in ave ; 
but her caution is no match for her impertinence. 
« Mr. Gwynn (ſaid ſhe the other day), I was once 
& vaſtly entertained with your playing the Ghoſt of 
„ Gimlet at Drury-lane, when you roſe up through 
« the ſtage, with a white face and red eyes, and 
& ſpoke of guails upon the frightful porcupine.— Do, 
& pray, ſpout a little the Ghoſt of Gimlet,” © Ma- 
« dam (ſaid Quin, with a glance of ineffable diſdain), 
& the Ghoſt of Gimlet is laid, never to riſe again—” 
Inſenſible of this check, ſhe proceeded: “ Well, to 
„ be ſure, you looked and talked ſo like a real 
& ghoſt; and then the cock crowed ſo natural. 1 
„ wonder how you could teach him to crow ſo ex- 
„act, in the very nick of time; but, I {uppoſe, he's 
„% game —A'n't he game, Mr. Gwynn ” „ Dung. 
& hill, Madam,” „ Well, dunghill or not Cungiiill, 
& he has got ſuch a clear counter-tenor, thit I with I 
& had ſuch another at Brambleton-hall, to wake the 
& maids of a morning. Do you know wlitre 1 could 
% find one of his brood ?” “ Probably in the work- 
& houſe of St. Giles's pariſh, Madam; but I proteſt 
„I know not his particular mew.” My uncle, trying 
with vexation, cried, “ Good God, filter, how you 
% talk | 1 have told you twenty times that this gen- 
« tleman's name is not Gwynn,—” © Hoity toity, 
& brother of mine (ſhe replied), no offence, I hope 
« —Gwynn is an honourable name, of true old Bri- 
& tiſh extraction I thought the gentleman had 
deen come of Mrs, Helen Gwynn, who was of 
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« his own profeſſion; and if ſo be that were the caſey 
« he might be of King Charles's breed, and have 
« royal blood in his veins—" © No, madam, (an- 
« ſwered Quin, with great ſolemnity) my mother 
« was not a whore of ſach diſtinction True it is, 1 
« am ſometimes tempted to believe myſelf of royal 


% deſcent; for my inclinations are often arbitrary 


« If I was an abſolute prince, at this inſtant, 1 be- 
© lieve I ſhould ſend for the head of your cook ina 
« charger She has committed felony on the perſon 
« of that John Dory, which is mangled in a cruel 
«© manner, and even preſented without ſauce—@ 
% tempo O mores /” 

This good-humoured ſally turned the converſation 
into a leſs diſagreeable channel - But, leſt you ſhould 
think my ſcribble as tedious as Mrs. Tabby's clack, I 
ſhall not add another word, but that I am as uſual 

Yours, | 
Batli, April 30. J. MELE ORD 


"—_—_ . 
%%% „ +, „%% *:; of oy ote 


To Dr. LEWIS. 


DEAR LEWIS, 


I RECEIVED your bill upon Wiltſhire, whit 
was punctually honoured ; but as I don't chuſe It 
Keep ſo much caſh by me in a common lodging 
houſe, 1 have depoſited 2 507. in the bank of Bath 
and ſhall take their bills for it in London, when 
leave this place, where the ſeaſon draws to an ends 
You muſt know, that now bemg a-foot, I am re 
ſolved to give Liddy a glimpſe of London. She 
one of the beſt-hearted creatures 1 ever knew, aa 


gains upon my aflection every day As for Tabby, g 
D 4 | 
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* have dropt ſuch hints to the Iriſh baronet concerning 
*Her fortune, as, I make no doubt, will cool the ar- 

dor of his addreſſes. Then her pride will take the 
alarm; and the rancour of ſtale maidenhovd being 

chafed, we ſhall hear nothing but ſlander and abuſe 
of Sir Ulic Mackilligut—This rupture, I foreſee, wT.i 
facilitate our departure from Bath; where, at pre- 
ſent, Tabby ſeems to enjoy herſelf with peculiar ſa- 
*tisfaftion. . For my part, I deteſt it fo much, that 1 , 
* ſhould not have been able to ſtay ſo long in the place | 


N 
a. ak. , , ac we 


py % 


if I bad not difcovered ſome old friends, whoſe 
; converſation alleviates my diſguſt— Going to the 
coffee-houſe one forenoon, I could not help contern- 
»plating the company with equal ſurpriſe and com- 
-paſhon—We conſiſted of thirteen individuals ; fever | 
*Jamed by the goiit, rheumatiſm, or paliy; three 
maimed by accident; and the reſt either deaf or 
blind. One hobbled, another hopped, a third dragged 
*His legs after him 1:Kke a wounded ſnake; a fourth 
ſtraddled betwixt a pair of long crutches, like the 
mummy of a felon hanging in chains; a fifth was 
tbent into a hor:zontal petition, like a mounted 
*teleſcope, ſhoved in by a couple of. chairmen ; and a 
Kixth was the buſt of a man, ſet upright in a whed 
machine, which the waiter moved from place to 
place. 

Being ſtruck with ſome of their faces, I conſulted 
the ſubſcription-hook ; and, perceiving the names of | 
ſeveral old friends, began to confider the groupe 
with more attention. At length I diſcovered rear- | 
admiral Balderick, the companion of my vouth, 
whom I had not ſeen fince he was appointed 
lieutenant of the Severn. He was metamorphoſed 
into an old man with a wooden leg and a weather- 
beaten face; which appeared the more ancient fronn 
is grey locks that were truly vencrible—sSittieg 


* 
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down at the table, where he was reading a news- 
paper, I gazed at him for ſome minutes, with a 
mixture of pleaſure and regret, which made my heart 

guſh with tender neſs; then, taking him by the hand, 

« Ah, Sam, (ſaid I) forty years ago I little thought—“ 

I was too much moved to proceed. * An old friend, 
« ſure enough ! (cried he, ſqueezing my hand, and 
« ſurveying me eagerly through lis glaſſes) I know 
ce the looming of the vetlel, though ſhe has been 
« hard trained fince we parted ; but I can't heave 
« up the name—” The moment I told him who I 
was, he exclaimed, „ Ha! Matt, my old fellows 
&« cruizery {till a-float !” and, ſtarting up, hugged 
me in his arms. His tranſport, however, boded me 
no good; for, in ſaluting me, he thruſt the ſpring 
of his ſpectacles into my eye, and, at the ſame time, 
ſet his wooden ſtump upon my gouty toe; an attack 
that made me ſhed tears in fad earneſt After the 
hurry of our 1ecognition was over, he pointed out 
two of our common friends in the room : the buſt 
was what remained of colonel Cockril, who had loſt 
the uſe of ſuis limbs in making an American campaign z 
and the teleſcope proved to be my college chum, fir 
Reginald Bently z who, with his new title and unexe 
pected inheritance, commenced fox-hunter, without 
having ſerved his apprenticeſhip to the myſtery ; and 
in conſequence of following the hounds through 2 
river, was ſeized with an inflammation in his bowels, 

which has contracted him into his preſent attitude. 

Our former correſpondence was forthwith renewed 
with the moſt hearty expreſſions of mutual goods 
will ; and as we had met ſo unexpectedly, we agreed 
to dine together that very day at the tavern, My 
friend Quin, being luckily unengaged, obliged us wich 
his company; and, truly, this was the moſt happy 
day I have palled theſe twenty years. You and: I 
D | 
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Lewis, having been always together, never taſted 
friendſhip in this high govt, contracted from long 
* abſence. I cannot expreſs the half of what I felt at 
this caſual meeting of three or four companions, who 
had been ſo long ſeparated, and fo roughly treated by 
the ſtorms of life, It was a renovation of yonth ; a 
Kind of reſuſcitation of the dead, that realized thoſe 
mtereſting dreams, in which we ſometimes retrieve 
our ancient friends from the grave. Perhaps my 
enoyment was not the leſs pleaſing for being mixed 
with a ſtrain of melancholy, produced by the 
remembrance of patt ſcenes, that conjured up tho 
ideas of ſome endearing connexions, Which the hand 
of Death has actually diffolved. 

The ſpirits and good humour of the company 
ſeemed to triumph over the wreck of their conſtitu- 
tions. They had even philoſophy enough to joke upon 
their own calamities; ſuch is the power of friendſhip, 
the ſovereign coral of life aſteru ards found, 
however, that they were not without their moments, 
and even hours of diſquiet. Each of them apart, in 
ſucceeding conferences, expatiated upon his own 
particular grievances; and they were all malcontents 
at bottom — Over and above their perſonal diſafters, 
they thought themſelves unfortunate in the lottery of 
life. Balderick complained, that all the recompence 
He had received for his long and hard ſervice, was the 
half-pay of n rgear-Aaimiral. The colonel was mortified 
to ſee himſelf over-topped by upſtart generals, ſome 
of whom he had once commanded ; and being a min 
of a liberal turn, could ill put vp with a moderate 
annuity, for which he had fold his commiſſion. As 
for the baronet, baving run himſelf conficerably in 
debt on a conteſted clectiun, he has been obliged to 
relinquiſh his ſeat in parliament, and bis ſeat in the 
gouatry at the ſame time, and put lus citate to nurie: 
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but his chagrin, which is the efſect of his own miſ- 
conduct, does not affect me half ſo much as that of 
the other two; who have ated honourable and 


diſtinguiſhed parts on the great theatre, and are now * 


induced to lead a weary life in this Rewpan of idle» 
neis and infiguuticance. They have long left off uſing 
the water, after having experienced their inefficacy. 
The diverſions of the place they are not in a condition 
to enivy, Hew then do they make ſhift to paſs their 
time? In the forenoon, they crawl out to the Rooms 
or the Coftee-houte, where they take a hand at whitty 
or delcant upon the General Advertifer ; and their 
evenings they murder in private parties, among peeviſn 
jnvalids and infipid old women lis is the caſe with 
a good number of individuals, whom nature ſeems co 
have imended for better purpotes, 


About a dozen years ago, many decent families, + 


restricted to {mall fortunes, belides thoſe that conte 
hither on the fcore of health, were tempted to ſettle 
at Bath, where they could then live cot nfortably, and 
even make a gentecel appearance, at a ſmali expences 
bat the madneſs of the times has made the place too 
hot for them, and they are now obliged to think of 
other migrations— Some have already fled to the 
mountans of Wales, and others have retired to 
Exeter. Thither, no doubt, they will be followed 


by the flood of luxury and extravagance, which will 


drive them from place to place to the very Land's 
End; and there, 1 ſuppoſe, they will be obliged to 
ſhip themſelves to ſome other country. Bath 18 
become a meer fink of prottgacy and extortione 
Every article of houſe-keeping is raiſed to an enor- 
mous price; a circumſtance no longer to be wondered 
at, when we Know that every petty retainer of 


fortune piques himſelf upon keeping a table, and 


thinks it for the honour of his character to wink at 
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the knavery of his ſervants, who are in a confederacy 
with the market-people ; and, of conſequence, pay 
Whatever they demand. Here is now a muſhroom 
of opulence, who pays a cook ſeventy guineas a 
week for furniſhing him with one meal a day. This 
Portentous frenzy is hecome fo contagious, that the 
very rabble and refuſe of mankind are infected. I 
have known a negro- driver, from Janiaica, pay over- 
night to the maſter of one of the rooms, ſixty-five 
guineas for tea and coffee to tie company, and leave 
Bath next morning in ſuch obſcurity, that not one 
of his gueſts had the ſlighteſt idea of his perſon, or 
even made the leaſt enquiry about his name. Incidents 
of this kind are frequent ; -and every day teems with 
freſh abſurdities, which are too groſs to make a 
thinking man merry.—But I feel the ſpleen creeping 
on me apace; aid therefore will indulge you with a 
eeſſation, that you may have no unnecelizuy caute to 
curſe your correſpondence w ith, 
Dear Dick, 
Yours ever, 


Bath, May 5 Mer. RRAM BLE. 
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To Miſs L TITIA M'iLLIs, at Glouceſter. 


MY DEAR LET T, 


I WROTE you at great length by the poſt the 
twenty-ſixth of laſt month, to which T refer you for 
zn account of our proceedings at Bath; and en- 
pect your anſwer with impatience, But, having 
this oppertunity of a private hand, I ſend you two 
dozen of Bath rings, ſix of the beſt of which I 
deſire you will keep for yourſelf, and diſtribute the 
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reſt among the young ladies, our common friends, as 
you ſhall think proper. I don't know how you 
will approve of the mottoes ; ſome of them are not 
much to my own liking, but 1 was obliged to take 
ſugh as I could find ready manufactured.—T am 
vexed that neither you nor I have received any 
farther information of a certain perſon. Sure it 
can't be wilful neglect !-—-O, my dear Willis! I be- 
gin to be viſited by ſtrange fancies, and to have ſome 
melancholy doubts ; whiciy, however, it would be 
ungenerous to harbuur without farther inquiry,- 
My uncle, who tas made me a preſent of a very 
fine ſet of garnets, talks of treating us with a jaunt 
to London; which, you may imagine, will be highly 
agrecable : : but I like Bath fo well, that I hope he 
won't think of leaving it til! the ſea fon | is quite over: 
and yet, betwixt friends, ſometling has happened to 
my aunt wiuch will probably ſhorten our ſtay in this 
place. F 

Yeſterday, in the forenoon, ſhe went by herſelf ta 
a breakfaſting in one of the Rooms, and, in half an 
hour, returned in great agitation, having Chowder 
along with her in the chair. I believe ſome accident 
mult have happened to that unlucky animal, which 
js the great ſource of all her troubles. Dear Letty il 
wat a pity it is that a woman of her years and dif 
cretion ſhould place her aflection upon ſuch an ugly 
1j|-conditioned cur, that ſnarls and ſnaps at every 
body. 1 afked John Thomas, the footman who at- 
tended her, what was the matter? and he did no- 
thing but grin. A famous dog- doctor was ſent for 
and undertook to cure the patient, provided he might 
carry him home to his ewn houſe ; but his miſtreſg 
would not part with him out of her own ſight. She 
ordered the cook to warm cloths, which ſhe apphea 
to his bowels with her own hand. She gave up al 
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thoughts of going to the hall m the evening; and 
when Sir Ulic came to drink tea, refuſed to be ſeen ; 
ſo that he went away to look for another partner, 
My brother Jery whiſtles and dances. My uncle 
ſometimes ſhrugs up his ſhoulders, and ſometimes 
burfts out a-laughing. My aunt ſohs and ſcolds by 
turns; and her woman, Win Jenkins, ttares and 
wonders with a fooliſh face of curtoſity; and, for 
my part, I am as curious as ſhe, but athamed to alk 
queſtions. 

Perhaps time will diſcover the myſtery; for if it 
War any thing that happened in the Rooms, it can't 
be long conceated— Al 1 fcnow 15, that laſt night at 
ſupper Miſs Bramble ſpoke very difdainfully of Sir 
Ulic Mackilligut, and aſced her brother if he intend- 
ed to keep us fieltering all the ſummer at Bh? 
No, ſiſter Tabitha (ſaid he, with an arch ſmile}, 
* we ſhall retreat before the Pog- days begin; tho“ 
& I make no doubt, that with a little temperance and 
e diſcretion our conſtitutions migtit be kept coot 
” enough all the year, even at Bath.” As 1 don't 
Know the meaning of this infinuation, I wor't pre- 
tend to make any remarks upon it at preſent; here- 
after, perhaps, I may be able to explain it more t 
your ſtuis faction — In the mean time, I beg you wil 
be punctual'in your correſpondence, and continue to 
love your ever faithful 

Eath, May 6. Ly DIA MELFORD. 


To Sir WaTkix Prrrliys, of Jeſus college, 
Oxon. 


80 then, Mrs. Blackerby's affair has proved a 


* 
— — 


ſe alarm, and I have ſaved my money? I with, 
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however, her declaration had not been ſo premature; 
for though my being thought capable of making her 
a mother might have given me ſome credit, the 
reputation of an intrigue witlf ſuch a cracked pitcher 
does me no honour at all. — In my laſt I told you L 
had hopes of ſeeing Quin in his hours of elevation at 
the tavern, which is the temple of mirth and goods. 
fellowſhip, where he, as prieſt of Comus, utters the 
inſpirations of wit and humour. I have had that 
ſatisfaction. I have dined with his club at the Three 
Tons, and had the honour to fit him out. At half an 
hour paſt eiglit in the evening he was carried home 
with fix good bottles of claret under his belt; and: 
it being then Friday, he gave orders that he ſhould. 
not be diſturbed till Sunday at noon, You muſt not 
imagine that this doſe had any other effect upon his, 
converſation but that of making it more extrava- 
cantly entertaining. He had loſt the uſe of his limbs, 
indeed, ſeveral hours before we parted, but he 
retained all his other faculties in perfection; and as 
he gave vent to every whimſical idea as it roſe, 1 
wos really aſtoniſhed at the brilliancy of his thoughts 
and the force of his expreſſion. Quin is a real vo- 
luptuary in the articles of eating and drinking; and 
ſo confirmed an epicure, in the common acceptation 
of the term, that he cannot put up with ordinary 
fare. This is a point of ſuch importance with him, 
that he always takes upon bimſelf the charge of 
catering; and a man admitted to his meſs is always 
ſure of eating delicate victuals and drinking excellent 
wine. He owns himſelf addicted to the delights of 
the ſtomach, and often jokes upon his own ſenſu- 
ality ; but there is nothing ſelfiſh in this appetite 

He finds that good cheer unites good company, exhi- 
larates the ſpirits, opens the heart, hanithes all reſtrain 

from converſation, and promotes the happieft pur 
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poſes of ſocial life But Mr. James Quin is not a 
ſubject to be diſcuſſed in the compaſs of one letter; 
I ſhall therefore, at preſent, leave him to his repoſe, 
and call another of a very different compiexion. 
You deſire to have farther acquaintance with the 
perſon of our aunt, and promite yourſelf much en- 
tertainment from her connexion with Sir Ulic 
Mackilligut : but in this hope you are baulked alrea- 
dy; that connexion is diſſolved. The Iriſh baronct 
is an old hound, that, finding her carrion, has quitted 


the ſcent. 1 have already told you, that Mrs. Tabitha 


Bramble is a maiden of forty-five, In her perſon 
ſhe is tall, raw-boned, awkward, flat-cheſted, and 
ſtooping; her complexion is fallow and freckled ; 
her eyes are not grey, but greeniſh, like thoſe of a 
cat, and generally inflamed ; her hair is of a ſandy, or 
rather duſty hue ; her forehead low ; her noſe long, 
ſharp, and, towards the extremity, always red in cool 
weather; her lips {kinny, her mouth extenſive, her 
teeth ſtraggling and looſe, of various colours and 
conformation ; and her long neck ſhrivelled into a 
thouſand wrinkles. In her temper the is proud, 
ſtiff, vain, imperious, prying, malicious, greedy, and 
uncharitable. In all likelihood, her natural auſterity 
has been ſoured by diſappointment in love ; for her 
long celibacy is by no means ewing to her diflike of 
matrimony : on the contrary, ſhe has left no ttone 
unturned to avoid the reproachful epithet of old 
maid. 

Before I was born, ſhe had gone ſuch lengths in 
the way of flirting with a recruiting officer, that her 
reputation was a little finged. She afterwards made 
advances to the curate of the pariſh, who dropped 
ſome diſtant hints about the next preſentation to the 
Ring, which was in her brother's gift; but finding 
Bhat was already promiſed to another, he flew off at 
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| A tafigent ; and Mrs. Tabby, in revenge, found mearis 


to deprive him of his cure. Her next lover was 


lientenant of a man of war, a relation of the family, 


who did-not underſtand the - refinements of the- paf - 


| Hon, and expreſſed no averſion to grapple with con- 
in Tabby in the way of marriage; but before mat- 


ters could be properly adjuſted, he went out ona 
craize, and was killed in an engagement with A 


French frigate. Our aunt, though baffled ſo often, 


did not yet deſpair ; ſhe laid all her ſnares for Dr. 


Lew, who is the fidus Achates of my uncle. She 


even tell ſick upon the occaſion, and prevailed with 
Matt. to interpoſe in her behalf with h's friend; but 
the Doctor, being a ſhy cock, would ng: be caught 
with chat, and flatly rejected the propefa' : fo that 
Mrs. Tabitha was content to exert her p: t1-nce once 
more, after having endeavoured in vain to efteta 
rapture betwixt the two friends; and now flre 
thinks proper to be very civil to-Lewis, who is be- 
come neceiſu to her in the way of his profeſſion. 
Theſe, however, are not the only eftorts the has 
made towards a nearer conjunction with our ſex. 
Her fortune was originally no more than a thouſand 


pounds; but fhe gained an accethon of five hundred 


ty the death of a filter, and the lieutemu't left her 
three hundred in his will. Theſe ſums ſhe has more 
than doubled, by living free of all expence in her 
brother's houte, and dealing in cheeſe and Welch 
flannel, the property of Ins flocks and dairy. At 
preſent her capital has increaſed to about four thou- 
ſand pounds ; and her avarice feems to grow every 
day more and more rapacious; but even this is not 
ſo intolerable as the perverſeneſs of her nature, 
which keeps the whole family in diiquiet and uproar. 
She is one of thoſe geniuſes who. nd ſome diabolical 
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enjoyment in being dreaded and deteſted by their fel. 
low-creatures. 

I once told my uncle, I was ſurpriſed that a man 
of his diſpoſition could bear ſuch a domeſtic plague, 
when it could be ſo eafily removed, The remark 
made him ſore, becauſe it ſeemed to tax him with 
want of reſolution. Wrinkling up his noſe, and 
drawing down his eye-brows, „ A young feliow 
44 (ſaid he), when he firſt thruſts Lis ſnout into the 
4 world, is apt to be ſurpriſed at many things, which 

& a man of experience knows to be ordinary and 
unavoidable—This precious aunt of yours is be. 
come infenfibly a part of my conſtitution Damn 
her! ſpa's a nol: me Pangere un my fleſh, which.L 
cannot bear to be touched ur tampered with.” —1 
made no reply, but ſhifted the converſation, He 
really has an affection for this original; which main - 
twns its ground in denance of common ſenſe, and in 
deipite of that contempt which he maſt certainly 
feel for her character and underitanding. Nay, I am 
convinced, that ſhe has likew:ſe a mott virulent at- 
tachmeat to his perſon; though her love never ſhews 
itſelf but in the ſhape of diſcontent ; and ſhe perſiſts 
in tormenting him out of mere tenderneſs. Ihe 
only wvbze&t within doors upon which ſhe beſtows ny 
marks of aſſection, in the uſual ſtyle, is her dog 
Chowder z- a filthy cur from Newfoundland, which 
ſhe had in a preſent from the wife of a ſkipper in 
Swanſey. One would imagine ſhe had diſtinguiſhed 
this beaſt with her favour on account of his uglinets 
and ill- nature; if it was not, indeed, an inſtinctwe 
ſympathy between his diſpoſition and her own. Cen- 
tain it is, ſhe careites him without ceaſing ; and even 
harraſſes the family in the fervice of this curſed am- 
mal, which, indeed, has proved the proximate Caule 
of ner breach With dir Ulic Mackilligut. 
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le You muſt know, ſhe yeſterday wanted to ſteal a 
march of poor Liddy, and went to breakfaſt in the 


au room without any other companion than her dog, in 
> Þ expectation of meeting with the Baronet, who had 
K agreed to dance with her in the evening. Chowder. 
h no ſooner made his appearance in the room than the 
an! FE Maſter of the Ceremonies, incenſed at his pre ſump- 
o'r E tion, ran up to drive him awer, and threatened him. 
the Ju ich his ſoot; but the other ſeemed to deſpiſe his 
ich authority, and, diſplaying a formidable caſe of long, 
and u lite, ſharp teeth, kept the puny monarch at bay. 
be- While he ttood under ſome trepidation, fronting his. 
oy ? antagointt, and bawling to the waiter, Sir Ulic 
11.4 FF Mackilligut came to his zulittance, and, feeming igno- 
— rut of the connexion between this intruder and his. 
He miltreſs, gave the former iuch a kick in the jaws as 
un" | ſent him howling to the door. Mrs. Tabitha, in- 
| ml F cenſed at this outrage, ran after lim, ſqualhng in a. 
ny þ tone cqually diſagreeable ; white the Baronet fol- 
al lowed her on one ſide, making apologies for his 
Wo miſtake ; and Derrick on the other, making remon- 
wg ; traces upon the rules and regulations of the place. 
ts 


78 Far from being ſatisfied with the Knight's excuſes, 
„ & ſhe ſaid the was ſure he was no gentleman ; and when 


TY the Maſter of the Cer-monies offered to hand her into- 
dos tte chair, the rapped him over the knuckles with her- 
en ſan. My uncle's footman being ſtill at the door, ſhe- 
. ky and Chowder got into the ſame vehicle, and were 
1d #f carried off amidft the jokes of the chairmen and other 
> Þ poputace—1I bad been riding out on Clerkendowen, 
Tak and happened to enter juſt as the fracas was over 
ui Ihe Baronet, coming up to me with an affected: 
Ws air of chagrin, recounted the adventure; at which L 
= laughed heartily, and then his countenance cleared up. 
zule 


« My dear ſoul, (ſaid he) when I ſaw a fort. of wild 
„% baut ſnariing with open mouth at the Maſter of the: 
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% Ceremonies, like the red cow gbing to devour Tom 
« Thumb, I could do no leſs than go to the aſſiſtance 
& of the little man ; but I never dreamt the baiſt was 
*« one of Mrs. Bramble's attendants —O ! if I had, he 
& might have made his breakſaſt upon Derrick and 
„% welcome—}But, you know, my dear friend, how 


profu 
| iliat 
lecli 
rect 
karef 
ſnou 


4c natural it is for us Iriſhmeir to blunder, and to take 
the wrong ſow by the ear—However, 1 will con- 
feſs judgment, and cry her mercy :; and, tis to be 
hoped, a penitent ſinner may be forgiven.” I told 
him, that as the offence was not voluntary on his fide, 
it was tobe hoped he vould not find her implicihle, 

But, in truth, all this concern was ditiembled. In 
is approaches of gallantry to Mrs. Tabitha, he had 
Deen miſted by a miſtake of at leait fix thouſand 
pounds, in the calculation of her fortune; and in this 
particular he was juſt undecerved, He therefore 
Avize the firſt opportunity of mcarring her diſplet 
ſure decently, in ſuch a manner 25 would certainly 


taken a more efteftual method than that of beating 
her dog. When he preſented himſelf at our door, to 
pay his reſpects to the offended fair, he was refuted 
-2dmittance ; and given to underttand, that he ſhould 
"never find her at home for the future. She was nor 
ſo inacceſlible ro Derrick, who came to demand fa» 
tisfaction for the inſult ſhe had offered to him, even 
in the verge of his own court, She Knew it was 
convenient to be we] with the Maſter of the Cere- 
«monies, while ſhe continued to frequent the Rooms; 
and, having heard he was a poet, began to be afraid 
of making her appearance in a ballad or lampoon.— 
She therefore made excuſes for what ſhe had done, 
mputing it to the flutter of her ſpirits; and ſub- 
Fcribed handſomely for his poems: ſo that he was 
Perfectly appeaſed, and overwhelmed her with a 


'annihilate the correſpondence ;-and he could not have 
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profuſion of compliment. He even ſolicited a regon- 
iliation with Chowder ; which, however, the latter 
leclined : and he declared, that if he could. find a 
Drecedent in the annals of the Bath, which he would 
arefnlly examine for that purpoſe, her- favourite 
ſhould be admitted to the next public breakfaſtiug— }. 
But, I believe, ſhe will not expoſe herſelf -or him 
co a ſecond diſgrace. Who will ſupply the place of - 
lackillizut in her affections, I cannot foreſee ; ; but 
,othing in the Hape of a man can come amiſs. 
hongh ſhe is a violent church- woman, of the moſt 
tolerant zcal,. I believe in my conſcience ſhe would 
r. ave no objection, at preſent, to treat on the ſcore - 
of matrimony with an Anabaptiſt, Quaker, or Jew z 
and even ratify. the treaty at the expence of her own . 
converſion. But, perhaps, I think too hardly of this 
kinſwoman; who, 1 muſt own, is very little be- 
holden to the good opinion of 
Yours, 


Bath, May 6; J. MELFEoRD.. 


| 
| 


To Dr. LEwis. 


YOU aſ me, why 1 don't take the air a- horſe- 
ack, during this fine weather ?—In which of the 
avenues of this paradiſe would you have me take that 
xerciſe 2 Shall I commit myſelf to the higl-roads of 
London and Briſtol, to be ſtifled with duſt, or preſſed 
o death in the midſt of poit-chaiſes, fly ing- machines, 
aggons, and coal-horſes; beſides the troops of fine 
gentlemen that take to the high-way, to ſhew their 
orſemanſhip; and the coaches of fine ladies, who go 
ther to ſhew their equipages ? Shall I atterapt the 
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Downs, and fatigue myſelf to death in climbing yon 
an eternal aſcent, without any hopes of reaching the the 
ſummit? Know then, I have mace divers deſperate Wthe! 
leaps at thoſe upper regions; hut always fell back. $ tior 
ward into this vapour-pit, exhauſted and iſp; | ach 
dy thoſe ineffectual efforts ; and here we poor vie. Th 
tudinarians pant and firuggle, like fo many Clinel my 
gudgeons gaſping 1 in the hottom of a punch-boul. br g W a 
N Heaven, it is a kind of inchantment! If I do ne! * ſuc 


ſpeedily break the ſpell, and eſcape, I may cliance to fol 
give up the ghoſt in this nauſeous ſtew of corruption Pat 
[It was but two nights ago, that I had like to hive . 
made my public exit, at a minute's warning. One ef * 
my greateſt wealcneſſes is that of ſuffering myſelf 79 an 
be over- ruled by the opinion of peoplæ who ſe ju. pt 
ment 1 deſpiſe—1 own, with ſhame and confuſion * de 
face, that impmrtunity of any kind 1 cannot reſiſt. ] Þ! 
This want of courage and conſtancy is an originals W 
Aaw in my nature, which you mult have often ob. a 


ſerved with compaſſion, if not with contempt. If 
am afraid ſome of our boaſted virtues tnay be traced fe 
up to this defect, | 
Without farther preamble, I was perſuaded to 7 le 
to a ball, on purpoſe to ſee Liddy dance a mint 0 
with a young petulant jackanapes, the only ſon of a t 
wealthy undertaker from London, whote mother [ 
lodges in our neighbourhood, and has contracted wh * 
acquaintance with Tabby. I ſat a couple of long © 
hours, half ſtifled, in the midſt of a noiſome crows ;ÞB ! 
and could not help wondering, that ſo many hundresþ * 
of thoſe that rank as N creatures, could f 
entertainment in ſeeing a ſucceſſion of infipid an. 
mals deſcribing the ſame dull figure for a whole ; 
j 


evening, on an area not much bigger than a taylor” 
ſhop-board. If there had been any beauty, grace, 
activity, magnificent dreſs, or variety of any Ku 


t. I 
raced 
FE allembly—1 ſoon recovered, however, and found my- 
ko 70 
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.Mthe fancy, 1 ſhould not have been ſurpriſed ; 


TEE 


ſuch a number of rotten human bellows 
fore retreated towards the donor, 


and the multitude rifing at once, the 
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howeſoever abſurd, to engage the attention, and amuſe 


but 


here was no ſuch object: it was a tireſome repeti- 


tion of the ſaid languid, frivolous ſcene, performed by 


actors that ſeemed to fleep-in all their motions 


Ihe continual ſwimming of thofe phautoms before 
my eyes, gave me a ſwimming of the lead; 


which 
was alſo affected by the fouled air, circulating through 
I there- 
and ſtood in the 
paſſage to the next room, talking to my friend Quin 
when an end being put to the minuets, the benches 


were removed to make way for the country-dances z 


whole atmoſfe 
Then, all of a ſud- 


phere was put in commotion 


den, came ruſhing upon me an Egyptian gale, ſo im- 
pregnated with peſtilential vapours, that my nerves 
were overpowered, and 1 dropt ſenſeleſs upon the 


oor. 
You may eaſily conceive what a clamour and con- 
fuſion this accident mult have produced, in ſuch an 


ſelf in an eaſy chair, ſupported by my own people 
diſter Tabby, in her great tenderneſs, had put me to 
the torture, ſqueezing my head under her arm, and 
ſtuffing my noſe with ſpirit of hartſhorn, till the 
whole infide was excoriated, I no ſooner got home, 
than I ſent for doctor Ch——, who alſured me 1 


needed not be alarmed, for my {wooning asgen- 
tirely occaſioned by an accidental impreſſion of H 


effluvia upon nerves of uncommon ſenſibility. 1 
know not how other people's nerves are conſtructed; 
but one would imagine they muſt be made of very 


coarſe materials, to itand the ſhock of ſuch a horrid 
allault, 


Juelli, in which the molt violent ſtinks, and the moſt 


It was, indeed, a compound of willaineus 


— — 


9 TIE EXPEDITION: or- 


powerful perfumes, contended for the maſtery. Ima- 
gine to yourſelf a high exalted eſſence of mingledF 
odours, ariſing from putrid gums, impoſthumated] 
lungs, four flatulencies, rank arm-pits, ſweating | 
feet, running ſores and iffues, platters, ointments, |* 
and embrocations, Hungary-water, ſpirit of lavender, ? 
aſſaſctida drops, rauſk, hartſhorn, and ſal volatile; 
deſides a thouſand frowzy. ſteams which 1 could net,. 
analyſe. Such, O Dick! is the fragrant æther we 7 
breathe in the polite afferablies of Bath Such is the unc 
atmoſphere I have exchanged for the pure, elaſtic, ou 
animating air of the Welſh mountains O Rui, Hof: 
guands te aſpiciam — I wonder what the devil pul- | Joor 
ſeſſed me 


= 


tru! 
But few words are beſt : I have taken my reſolu- for 
tion— You may well ſuppoſe I don't intend to enter- ſten 
tain the company with a ſecond exhibition I have [ti 
promiſed, in an evil, hour, to proceed to London, 41. 
and that promiſe ſhall be performed ; but my ſtay 1 
the metropolis ſhall be brief. I have, for the benefit en 
of my health, projected an expedition to the North Þ4#"s 
which, 1 hope, will afford ſome agreeable paſtime. f. 
I have never travelled farther that way than Scarbo- W'"* 
rough; and, I think, it is a reproach upon me, as 2 "> 
Britiſh freebolder, to have lived ſo long withou Pas! 
making an excurſion to the other ſide of the Tweed. Þ on 
Beſides, I have ſome relations ſettled in Yorkſhire, to s 
# whom it may not be improper to inttoduce my ne- ann 
pbew and his ſiſter—At preſent, I have nothing to (BF ©" 
add, but that Tabby is happily diſentangled from ide sr 
Iriſh Baronet ; and that I will not fail to make you f n. 
acquainted, from time to time, with the ſequel of ou 
adventures: a mark of cenſideration, which, perhaps, Mv” 
yuu would willingly diſpenſe with in 
: | Your humble ſervant, wh 
„ . Bath, May 8. MATT, BRAMBLE, (W' 
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2 Sir WArkIN Pulis, of Jeſus Col - 
lege, Oxon. 


DEAR PHILLIPS, 
A FEW days ago we were terribly alarmed by my 
unclu's fainting at the ball--He his been ever ſince 


curſing his own folly, for going thitker at the requeſt 
of an impertinent women. He declares, he will 


ſooner viſit a houſe infected with the plague, than 
Eruſt himſelf in ſuch a nauſeous ſpital for the future 
For he ſwears the accident was occ1froned by > 
Nench of the crowd ; an that he "wo uid never deft 

n ſtronger proof of our being made of very groſs ma- 
rials, than our having withftuad the annoyance by 
Vinch he was { > much ditcompoſed. For my part, I 
m very thank fu tor the coartencſs of my organs, be- 
Ig in no danger of cher filling a lacrifice to the de- 


4 


het - 
cy of my £0 ie, Mr. Brainble is ENTAVAE utly de- 
icate in ail his ſenſations, both of foul and body, 1 
vas informed by Dr. Lein, thut he once fought a 
Juel with an officer of the hort- -guards, for turning 
Wie to the Park-wall, on a nec: ifry occaſion, whea 
We vis paſting with a lady under ius protection. His 
lod rifcs at every inttance of infulence and cruelty, 
ren where ha nmſc!f is no Way concerned; and 
gratitude makes his tecth chatter. On the othas 
nd, the recital of a generous, hun ane, or grateful 
ct never fails to draw from ham tears of approba- 
Don, which lie is often greitiy clittretſed to conceal. 
Yeſterday one Paunce od gave tea, on particular 
witation—T his man, attcr haves buen J. ng huſtet- 


d by adverſity, went abroad; aud Fortune, reſolved 


Woe. L E 


98 THE EXPEDITION or 


to make him amends for her former coyneſs, ſet him 
all at once up to the very ears in afffuence. He has 
now emerged from obſcurity, and blazes out in :4l 
the tinſel of the times. I don't find that he is charged! 
with any practices that the law deems diſhonctt, or! 
that his wealth has made him arrogant and inacceſ- 
ſible ; on the contrary, he takes great pains to appear 
affable and gracious. But they ſay, he is remark:bleÞ 
for thrinking from his former friendſhips, Which! 
were generally too plain and liome-ſpun to appear 
amidſt his preſent brilliant connexions ; and that he 
ſeems uneaſy at ſight of ſome old benefactors, whom 
a man of honour would take pleaſure to acknowledge 
ge that as it may, he had ſo effectually engaged tie 
company at Bath, that when I went with my uncl 
to the coffee-houſe in the evening, there was not 1 
ſoul in the room but one perſon, ſeemingly in years, i 
who ſat by the fire, reading one of the papers. Mr. 
Bramble, taking his ſtation cloſe by him, “ There sg 
„ ſuch a crowd and confuſion of chairs in the paſſage 
« to Simpſon's, (ſaid he) that we could hardly gag 
« along I wiſh thoſe minions of fortune would fail 
& upon more laudable ways of ſpending their money, 
« —Þ1 ſuppoſe, fir, you like this kind of entertain- 
« ment as little as I do?” „ I can't ſay I have any 
« great reliſh for ſuch entertuinments,” anſwered the 
other without taking his eyes off the paper“ Mr, 
« Serle, (reſumed my uncle) 1 beg pardon for inter- 
« rupting you; but I can't reſiſt the curioſity I have 
« to know if you received a card on the occi-Ri 
« fjon ?“ 4 

The man ſeemed ſurpriſed at this addreſs, and mit 
ſome ganſe, as doubtful what anſwer he ſhould make 
% I know my curioſity is impertinent (added my 
« uncle), but I have a particular reaſon for aikingþ 
« the favour,” If chat be the cafe (replied Mi 


- 
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« Serle), I ſhall gratify you without heſitation, by 
« zwning, that I have had no card. But, give me 
« leave, fir, to aſ in my turn, what reaſon you think 
« ] have to expect ſuch an invitation from the gen- 
« tleman who gives tea?“ «© I haye my own reaſons: 
« (cried Mr. Bramble, with ſome emotion); and am: 
« convinced, more than ever, that this Paunceford is 
« 2 contemptible fellow.” „ Sir, (faid the other, 
&« laymg down the paper) I have not the honour to 
« know you; but your diſcourſe is a little- myſte- 
« rious, and ſeems to require ſome explanation. The 
% perſon you are pleated to treat ſo cavalierly, is A 
« gentleman of ſome coniequence in the community zz 
&« and, for aught you know, I may alſo have my 
« particular reaſons for defending. his character — 
« 1H I was not convinced of the contrary (obſerved 
« the other), I ſhould not have gone ſo far“ „ Let 
« me tell you, fir, (ſaid the ftranger, raiſing his 
« voice) you have gone too far, in hazarding ſuch res 
« fiections N 4 
Here he was interrupted by my uncle, who aſked 
peeviſhly if he was Don Quxote enough, at this time 
of day, to throw down his gauntlet as champion for a 
man who had treated him with ſuch ungrateful neglect. 
« For my part (added he), I ſhall never quarrel wittt 
% you again upon this ſubject; and what T have faid 
« now, has been ſuggeſted as much by my regard 
« for you, as by my contempt of him—” Mr, 
Serle, then pulling off his ſpectacles, eyed uncle very 
earneſtly, ſaying, in a mitigated tone, “ Surely I am 
« much obliged Ah, Mr. Bramble! I now re» 
« collect your features, though I have not ſeen you 
« thele many years.” © We might have been leſs? 
« ſtrangers to one another (anſwered the 'ſquire) 
« if our correſpondence had not been interrupted, in 
« conſequence of a mitunderſtanding occaſioned by 
E 2 
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& this very——, but no matter — Mr. Serle, 1 

eſteem your pee and my 12 tuch 
4 as it is, you may freely command,” The otier 
& is too agreenhle to be dechned (ſaid 5 Jem. 
& hrace it very cordiaily 3 and) as the Art fruits of it, 
% requeſt ttt you will change this 1: lect, winch, 
„% with me, is a matter of peculiar dehcacy,” 

My uncle owned he was in the right, and the dif. 
Courſe took a more general turn, Mr. Serle Palic > 
the evening with us at our lodgings; and appeared 
to be intelligent, and even ent rtaini 
poſition was rather of a m-lLuncholy hae, My uncle 
ſays he's a man of uncommon parts, and unquettion= 
ed probity : that his fortune, winch was originally 
mall, has been greatly hurt by a romantic ipirit of 
generofity, which he U aas often diſplayed, even at the 
expence of his diſcretion, in tavour of worthlels indi. 
viduals —— That be bid reſcued Paunceford from the 
loweſt diſtreis, when he was bankrupt both in mean; 
and reputation—1 hat he had efpouſed his interett; 
with a degree of enthuitalm, broke with fever: 
friends, and even drawn his ſword again{t my uncle, 
who had particul:r reaſons for queſtioning the mo: al 
character of the fad Parinceiord : that, without Serle's 
countenance and aftiitance, the other never could 
have embraced the opportunity which has raited him 
to this pinnacle of wealth: that Paunceford, in the 
firſt tranſports of his {uccels, had written, from 
abroad, letters to different corretpondents,, owning 
his obligations to Mr. Serle, in the warmett terms of 
acknowledgment, and declaring he confidered hum. 
felf only as a {actor for the occations af his beſt friend: 
that, ons doubt, he hd inate declarations of the 
fame nature to his benefactor himſelf, though tht; 
laſt was always ſilent and reterved on the ſubject ; 


but for ſome years, thoſe tropes and figures of rhe- 
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mon antance; fo that every body believed his gra- 
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tor.c had been diſuſe]: that, upon his return to 
England, he had been lavith in his careſſes to Mr. 
Serbe, invited him to his Poufe, and pretted lum to 
make it his own : that lie had overwhelmed him, 
with general profeſlions, and affected to exprets the 
warmelt regard for lum, in company of their com- 


titace was as liberal as tvs fortune; and ſome went ſo 
far as to conerutulite Nr, og on boch. 
All this time Paunceford c nally and artfully 
woided particular ira Ms with! 1s oh patron, who: 
nal tho much ſpirit to drop the moit ditkant hint of 


balancing the: acc UM: „ Obligation: thit, neyerthe= 
Jeſs, a man of In: feelings could not but retent thi 
ſhocking retura for all his Kindneſs; and, therefore; 


be withdrew him lf from the connexion, without 
coming to the l-aſt explination, or ſpeaking a fyls 
JLible on the ſubject to any living foul; fo that now 
Fer cerrefpordence is reduced to a ſlight ſaluce wien 
the hat, when they chance to meet in auy puhtie 
place; an accileat that rarely happens, for their 
walks lie diiFzrent ways. Mr. Paunceford lives in 
palace, feeds upon dainties, is arrayed in ſumptuous 
apparel, appears in all the pomp of equinage, and 
paſſes his tune among the nubles of the land Serie: 
lodges in Stall fireet, up two pair of ſtairs backs 
wars, walks a- foot in a Bath-rug, eats for twelve 
ſh.ilings a-week, and drinks water as a preſervative 
again{t the gout and gravel Mark the viciſlitude. 
Paunceford once refided in a garret, where he fub=. 
fitted upon theey''s-trotters and cow-heel, from which 
commons lie Was tranftated to the table of Serle, thaß 
ever abounde:! with god cheer ; until want of axcge 
nomy and re ent:91. reduce him to a flender ans 
nuity in his decline of years, that icarce affords the: 
bare neceilarios of life—=Paunceford, however, does, 
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him the honour to ſpeak of him till, with uncore 
mon regard; and to declare what pleaſure it world 
give him to contribute in any ſhape to his con ++ 
nience: © But you know (he never fails to add) he's 
& a ſhy kind of a man — Ani then ſuch a p-rfect ply. 
% lojopher, that he looks upon all {uperfluities with 
tlie moſt ſovereign contempt.” 

Having given vou this ſcetch of *ſquire Piunce. 
ford, I need not make any corment on his character, 
but leave it at the mercy of your own reflect ou; from 

-avhich, I dare ſay, it will mect with as little quarter 
as it has found with, 
Yours always, 


Bath, May 10. J. MELFORD. 


To Mrs. Mary Jos, at Brambleton- 
I Hall. 


DEAR MOLLY, 


WE are all upon the vinz—Hey for London, girl! 
B-—Fecks! we have been long enough here; fer 
we're all turned tipſy turvy Miftreis has excarc- 
ed Sir Ulic for kicking of Chowder ; and I have tent 
pO Frizzlc away, with a flea in his ear—Pve ſhewn 
him how little I minded his tinfy and his long tail— 
A ſellor, who would think for to go for to offer ta 
take up with a dirty trollop under my note I 
Ketched him in the very fe, coming out of the 
houſe-maid's garret.— But I have gien the dirty ſlut 
ſiſerary. O Molly ! the farvants at Bath are devils 
in garnet—They lite the candle at both ends—Here's 
Emothing but ginketting, and waſting, and thieving, 
mad tricking, and trigging; and then they are 
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never content They won't ſuffer the *ſquire and 
miſtreſs to ſtay any longer, becauſe they have been 
already above three weeks in the houſe 3 and they 
look for a couple of ginnys a-piece-at our going away 3 
and this is a parquiſue they expect every month in 
the ſeaſon 3 being as how no family has a right to 
ſtay longer than four weeks i. the ſame lodgings ; 
aud ſo the cuck ſwears, ſhe will pin the diſh=clout to 
miſtreſs's tail; and the houſe-maid vows, ſhe'l! put 
cowitch in maſter's bed, if ſo be he don't diſcamp 
without furder ado—LI don't blame them for making 
the moſt of their market, in the way of vails and pare 
quiſites 3 and I defy the devil to ſay 1 am a tail carrier 
or ever brought a poor ſarvant into trouble - But then 
they oft to have ſome conſcience, in vronging thoſe 
that be ſarvants like themſelves—For you maſt nay 
Molly, 1 miſſed three quarters of blond lace, and 8 
remnant of muflin, and my filver thimble, whichg 
was the gift of true love: they were al in my works 
baſket, that I left upon the table in the {aryants-hatly 
when miſtreiles bell rung: but if they had been uns 
der lock and kay, *twould have been all the ſame 
for there are double Kays to all the locks in Bath; 
and they ſay as how the very teeth an't ſafe in your 
head, if you ſleep with your, mouth open And 
ſays I to myſelf, then: things could not go without hand 
and jo I'll watch their waters: and ſo 1 did with 
witneſs ; for then it was I found Bett conſarned with 
O' Frizzle. And as the cuck had thrown her nuch 
at me, becauſe I Nad taken part with Chowder 
when he fit with the turnipit, 1 reſolved to make 
clear ki chen, and throw tome of her fat intg# 4 
fire. I ketched the chare-W Oman going out will 
her load in the morning, before the thought» 1 was 
up, and brought her to mittrets with her whole car 
go—Marry, what do'it think ſhe had got, in ther 
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ef God? Her buckets were foaming full of our beſt 
bear, and her lap was ſtutfed with a cold tongue, part 
of a buttock of beef, half a tu key, and a ſwinging 
Jump of butter, and the matter of ten mould kanles, Te 
that had ſcarce ever been lit. The cuck brazenct jt 
out, and ſaid it was her rite to rummage the pantry ; 
and ſhe was ready for to go before the mare: that he 
had been her potticary many years, and would never 
think of hurting 2 poor fartunt, for giving away the K 1 


by by: 
icraps of the kitchen——1 went another wiy to work {11 
with madam Betty, bectuſe ſhe had been faucy, und R an 
called me ſk:indelus names, and ſaid O'Frizzle conld BB w 
not abide me, and twenty other odoroas fulichuds, © a 
T got a varrant from the mare, and her bux hc x : Vi 
larched by the conſtable, my things came out ſure V\ 
enuſt ; beſides a full pound of vax Kandles, and a C 


Nite - cap of miſfreis, that 1 could ſware to on my £ 


cruperal oaf—O then madam Moptiick came upon 

mer merry bones; and as the 'ſqmre wouldn't hue f 

of a purſecution, ſhe ſcaped a tkewrins: but the | 1 

longeſt day the has to live ſhe'll remember | 
Your humble ſervant, 

Bath, May 158. WINIFRED JENKINS, 


If the hind ſhould come 


_ 
22 


gain, before we be 


gone, pray fend me 
the ſniſt and apron, 
with the vite pillow 
manKky ſhoes ; which 
you'll find in my pil. 
lowher ——— Sarvice 
to Saul 


To Sir WATEKIN PHILLIPS, Bart. of Jeſus: 
College, Oxon. 


YOU are in the rizht, dear Phillips; I don't ex- 
pect regular anſwers to every letter—-I know a col-- 
lege life is too circumſcribed to afford materials for. 
ſuch quick returns of communication. For my part, I 
am continually ſhifting the ſcene, and ſurrounded 
with new objets; ſome of which are ſtriking; 
enongh. I ſhall therefore continue my journal for 
vour amuſement ; and though, in all appearance, it 
will not treat of very important or intereſting parti- 
culars, it may prove, perhaps, not altogether- unins 
{tractive and unentertauzing. 

Tiie muſic and entertainments of Bath are over 
for this ſeaſon ; and all our gay birds of paſſage-haves 
taken their fight to Briſtolewell, Tunbridge, Bright« 
helmſtone, Scarboroagh, Harruwgats, c. Not as 
ſoul is ſeen in this place, but a ſew broken- winded 
paiions, waddling like ſo many crows along the 
North Parade. There is always a great ſhew of tha 
clergy at Bath; none of your thin, puny, yellow, 
hefic figures, exhauſted with abſtinence and hard 
ſtudy, labouring under the morbi eruditorum ; but 
great overgrown dignitaries and rectors, with rubje 
cu noſes and gouty ancles, or broad bloated faces, 
dragging along great ſwag bellies, the emblems of 
floth and indigeſtion— 

Now we are upon the ſubject of parſons, I muſt 
tell you a ludicrous adventure, which was atchieved 
the other Cay by Tom Eaſtgate, whom you may re- 
member on the foundation of Queen's. He ha 
been very ailiduons to pin h:miclt upon Georg 1 

E 5 | 
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Prankley, who was a gentleman-commoner ef 
Chr iſt-church, knowing the ſaid Prenkley was heir 
to a conſiderable eſtate, and would have the advows- 
fon of a good living, the incumbent of which wess 
very old and infirm, He Qudied his paſtions, and 
Hattered them ſo efrectually, as to become his com- 
-panion and counſellor; and at laſt obtained of him a 
promiſe of the pretentation, when the living ſhow 
yall. Prankicy, on his unclc's death, quitted Oxſord, 
and made by fiſt appearance in the f;ſhionable world 
at.Loncon ; from whence be came lately to Bath, 
Fawhere he has been exhibitions hiniclf among the 
Ducks and gameſicts of the place. East gate foll wed 
Him hither; but he ſhould not have quitted tim 
for a moment at his firſt emerging to liſe. He 
gught to have known he was a f:intaftic, fooliſh, 
Hickie fellow, x ho would forget his college attach. 
ments the roment they ceaſed appealing to his fentes, 
Tom met wi:h a cold reception from lis old friend; 
and was moreover informed, that he bad promiſed 
The living to another ran, who had a vote in the 
county, where he propoſed to ofler himſelf a candi. 
date at the next general election. He now remem. 
bered notl. nm of tatigate, but the freedoms he had 
uſed to take with lim While Torn had quictly ſtood 
his butt, with an eye to the benetice ; and thoſe 
freedoms he began to repeat in con mon place tar- 
caſms on his perion and his cloth, wtich he vttered 
in Ge public coffee-houſe, for the ontertiy ment of 
the company. But be was egregiuuily miſt. ken in 
giving his own wit credit for that tamcneſs of Exſt. 
gate, which had beep entirely owing to prucent.al 
confiderations, Thetfe being now removes, he re- 
torted his repartees with intereſt, and found no grtet 
gifhicalty of turning the laugh upon the aggrcilor ; 
who, loſipg bis temper, called lum names, and a\k- 
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ed If he knew whom be talked to? Aﬀter much als 
tercationh Prankley ſhaking his cane, bid him hold 
his tongue, otherwiſe he would duft his c ſſock for 
him. „ I have no pretenſions to ſuch a valet (ſaid 
« Tom) : but if you ſhould do me that office, and 
O .f h yoarlelf, hure here a good vaken towel 


17 
wo OO ſer vice. : 
Prankley was equz!ly incenſed and confounded abs 
this reinyp. Aſter „ moment's pauſe, he took hilt 


ade towards the wine; and, pointing to the 
clunp of firs on Ctarleen town, aſked in a whitperas 


if he had frict enim to meet him there, with a 
ere of pili e, at ox gcinck to-morrow morning 
Eatzue antwered in the atirmitivez and, with 8 
Heady COUNten mee, ayuutred mm, 195 would not ſail te 
eve him the winder oe at the hour he mentioned 
L 

So javinz, he retire i; mo the challenger t. ed tome 


tung nm m mba t agitation in the morning, Faſts 
- 2 - a 
9 "ONS. mn, and an. taken nis reiole 
ton, \ 'S + in gs, and rouſed him 
— - b 22 Wd by * * is 9 
Ins  quire, in all probability, curſed his punctu- 


— 


ality in ins hart, but he tfected to talk big; and 
having prepared his artilery over night, they croiled 
the water, at the end of tne South Parade. In them 
progres op the hill, Frankley often eyed the parſons 
in nopes of perceiving ſome reluctance” in his couns 
nunc; but as no fuel marks appeared, he attempts 
12 to umumbelate um by word of mouth. „ If ghefe 
& flints do their oe (ad he), VU do thy bufinets 
& i a few min e «© 1 defire you will do your 
4% beit (repli-d tlie other) 5 for my part I comes nog 
& hore to irilz, Our lives are in the hands of God 
« and one of us alrcaiy totters on the briak of eter 
os a £6 This remuk tzemed to make fome ime 
prebton \ pon the quire, vehe cha: 1ged CQUUMPEMUANTE 

L..6 


ss THE EXPEDITION OF 


and with a faultering accent obſerved, “ That it ill 
became a clergyman to be concerned in quarrels 
* and bloodſhed —” © Your infolence to me (ſaid 
* Eaſtgate) I ſhould have bore with patience, had 
not you caſt the moſt infamous reflections upon my 
e order, the honour of which I think myſelf in duty 
bound to maintain, even at the expence of my 
© heart's blood ; and ſurely it can be no crime to put 
© out of the world a profligate wretch, without any 
. ſenſe of principle, morality, or religion ” 
% Thou may'ſt take away my life (cried Prankley, 
in great perturbation), but don't go to murder my 
* character What! haſt got no conſcience?” 
4% My confc:ence is perfectly quiet (replied the other); 
. and now, fir, we are upon the ſpot—take your 
„ ground as near as you pleaſe; prime your piltol ; 
. and the Lord, of his infinite mercy, have com- 
** paſſion upon your miterable foul !” 

This «ejaculation he pronounced in a loud ſolemu 
tone, with his hat oft, and his eyes lifted up; then 
drawing a large horſe-piſtol, he preſented, and put 

hiniſelf in a poſture of action. Prankley took his 
diſtance, and endeavoured to prime, but his hands 
Mook w.th ſuch violence, that he found this opera- 
tion impracticable—His antagoniſt, ſeeing how it 
was with him, offered his afſiſtance, and advanced 
for that purpoſe ; M heu the poor *ſquire, exceedingly 
alarmed at what he had heard and ſeen, defired the 
action might be deferred till next day, as he had not 
Fettled his affairs.“ I ha'n't made my will (faid 
„ he); my ſifters are not provided for; and 1 just 
„ now recollect an old promiſe, which my conſcience 
tells me 1 ought to perform II firſt convince 
I thee, that I am not a wrcetch without principle, 
* and then thou Shalt have au opportunity to take 
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« my life, which thou ſeeineſt to thirſt after fo 


« eagerly—” 

Eaſtgate underſtood the hint; and told him, that 
one day ſhould break no ſquares : adding, “ God forbid 
« that I ſhould be the means of hindering you from 
& acting the part of an honeſt man, and a Cutital bro- 
« ther—” By virtue of this cefition, they return. 
ed peaceably together, Prankley forthwith made 
out the preſentation of the living, and delivered it to 
Eaſtgate, telling him at the ſame time, he had now 
ſettled his affairs, and was ready to attend him to the 
Fir-grove ; but Tom declared he could not think of 
lifting his hand gainſt the life of ſo great a beiiefac- 
tor—He did more: when they next met at the cof- 
fec-houſe, he aſked pardon of Mr, Prankley, if in 
his paſhon, he had ſaid any thing to give him offences 
end the 'ſquire was ſo gracious as to forgive him with 
a cordial ſhake of the hand, declaring that he did nat 
like to be at variance with an old college companion 
Next day, however, he left Bath abruptly ; and 
then Eaſtgate told me all theſe particulars, not a litthe 
pleaſed with the effects of his own ſagacity, by which 
he hs ſecured a living worth 160l. per annum. 

Of my uncle I have nothing at preſent to ſagp 
but that we (et out to-morrow fur London er famille, 
He and theAadies, with the maid and Chowder, in a 
coach; 1 the man- ſervant a-horſeback. The 
par ticulars of our journey you ſhall have in my next, 
provided no accident happens to prevent. 

Xour's ever, 
Bath, May 17. J. MELFORD. 
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. LEWES. 


DEAR DICK, 


1 SHAUL tO- MOTTOVW Tt Out 4 P London, Where 


LF w% 


E have beſpoke lolgzingze, at Nirs, Norton's, in 


7 «+ &% 4 I's 2%; LO! Sy 114 \ 5 | 


gen-iquare, Although I am no admirer of Buh, ! 


Mul leave it with ferret, becanſe 1 mult 


dome old friends, whom, in all probability, I 
never ſee CHATTED la me Coiirie Of cor 
verſation, L ha often heard 1; 
com ums pax on tue perform nces of Mr. | 


a gentleman refidin N in this act, W140 pan 
ſcans for Nis amaie nent. as 1 have io Ne 

ene in tlie tatte uud ang nein OI collre-l an * 
moiflenrs, and ne received much wieaſur: f. 
Mis branch of tie tt, tüte gental pres malt 
impreiſion at ail on my curiotity ; bs at the re 
a particular friend, I Weit yetterday to fer ! 
Weces which had been fo varmnly commende 1--L 
maſt own I 2am en, judge of painting, though very 
nd of pictures, 1 don't imagine that Ny "Jenles 
Would play me fo falle, as to betray me into a ur- 


i > * 
* * 


tion of any thing that was very bad; but, tru 
I have often 0: 1er-looked Capital beauties mp! 
extraordinary ment. ——1}; 1 am not total'y de- 


void of taſte, however, this young gentleman of 


2 
Bath is the bett landſcape painter nw li ing. 1 
was {truck with his performances in tu. in 
ner, as I had never been by painting before. 14 
trees not oniy have a rictlacſs of fol:27- 
warmth of colouring which delights the view, 
Kilo a certain magutigence in the ditpoſuion, aud gu- 
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it in the expreffion which I cannot defcribe. His 
management of the chiars ofcuro, or light and ſhadow, 
eſpecially gleams of tun-th.ne, is alrogether wonder- 
ful, both in the contrivance and execution; and he is 
ſo happy in bus pe ripeciive, and marking his diſtances 
at ſe, by a progrevlive ſeries of thips, veſlels, capes, 
and promuntories, tht 1 could not heip thinking 
IL had a diitunt view of thiuty leagues upon the hacks 
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artuun of the pture. It there is anv tatte for in- 
geunity left uma degenerate age, fast finking into bare 
karitm, this artift, 1 apprehend, will make a capital 


figure, as ion us his works are known— 

Two das a», I was favoured with a viſit by 
Mr. F1z-owen ; who, with great formality, folt- 
cited my vote ai iHorelt at the general election. 1 


ought not to hene heen ſhucked art the confidence of 
this mam; thong! it was remarkable, conſidering 
what hau pa de h-tween tim and me on a former 
occaſion {hf viti's are mere matter of form, 


which a candidate mans to every elector; even to 
thaſe wi, he knovs, are engaged in the intereſt oft 
his competitor, left he thould expote himſelf to the 
imputation of pride, at atiins when it is expected he 
ſhould appear humble. Indeed, I know nothing ig 
abject as the behaviour of a man canvathng for a ſeaf 
in parlia mei This mean pro'tration (to boroughs 
electors eſpecially) bas, I imagine, contributed in 
a great meaſure to raiſe that ſpirit of infolence among 
the vulgar, which, like the devil, will be found 


very difficult to lay. Be that as it may, I was 
ſome conſuhon at tt eirontery of Fitz- wen; but! 
ſoon reco!led myicif, and told him, I had not yet 
determined for hom I ſhould give my vote, nop 
whether I mond gige it for any, —The truth is, 1 
look upon both candidates in the fame hght; andy 
ſhould think my ſelf a traitor to the conttitution off 
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my country, if I voted for either, If every elector Wo the 
would bring the ſame confideration home to his con- Wmour” 
fcience, we ſhould not have ſuch reaſon to exclaim Win 


againſt the venality of p ts. But we are all a Hat Ba 
pack of venal and corrupted raſcals; fo loft to all the f 
ſenſe of honeſty, and ai! tenderneſs of character, that my o 
in a little time, I am fully perſuaded, nothing will be it be 
infamous but virtue and public-fpinr. 


pre 
G. H „ weno is really an enthuſiaſt in patriot- |F futic 
im, and repreſented the capital in ſeveral ſucceſſive mR 
parliaments, declred to me t'other day, with the cet 
tears in his eyes, that he had lived above thirty years me 
in the city of London, and dealt in the way of com- qua 
merce with all the citizens of note in their turns; aid 
but that, as he ſhould anſwer to God, le had never, as 
in the whole courſe of his life, found above three or ber 
four whom he could call thoroughly honeſt ; a dect1- tler 
ration which was rather mortitying than ſurpriſing the 
to me, who have found ſo few men of worth in 
the courſe of my acquaintance, that they ſerve only | B. 
as exceptions ; which, in the grammar ian's phrase, N 
confirm and prove a general canon I know von I| 
will ſay, G. H—— ſaw imperfeR!y through the 


miſt of prejudice, and I am rankled by the ſpleen— 
Perhaps you are partly in the right; for 1 have 
perceived that my opinion of mankind, like mercury 


in the thermometer, riſes and falls according to tie 


f 
variations of the weather. 1 
Pray 1ettle accompts with Barnes; take what mo- 


ney of mine is in his hands, and give him 2cquittanc?, 
I you think Davis has ſtock or credit enough to do 
guftice to the farm, give him a diſcharge fur the rent 
that is due: this will animate his induſtry ; for I 

Know that nothing is fo difcouraging to a farmer, as 
the thoughts of being in arrears with his landlord. 
He becomes diſpirited, and neglects his labour; and 


| 


Fat Bath. Priythee take it back, paying the fellow 
the full value of it, that I may have ſome peace in 
my own houſe ; and let him keep his own counſel, 


* T7 
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tieman of Wales to take this precious commodity off 


fo the farm goes to wreck. Tabby has been cla- 
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mouring for ſome days about the lamb's ſkin, which 
Williams, the lun, begged of me, when he was laſt 


if he means to Keep his lice! I ſhail never 
| preſume to deſp ſe or cenſure any poor man, for 
ſuttering himſelf to be henpecked, confcious how 1 
myſef am or bl ged to truckle to a domeſtic demon, 
even though (41; fed te God) the is not yoked with 
me for life, in the matrimonial waggon—She has 
quarrelled with the ſervants of the houfe about vails; 
and fach intolerable ſcolding enfued on both ſides, 
tit 1 have been fain to appeaſe the cook and chame 
ber-maid by ittealth. Cant vou find fume poor gen- 


the huuns of 
Youtr's, 


Bath, May 19. M. BRAMBLE ? 


To De. LAM 1. 


* 


DNCTER LEWS, 
IV E me leaf to tell yon, methinks you mought 

mploy your talons better, than to encourage ſervants 
to pill * their maſters—1 find by Gwyllim, that 
Villiams has got my ſkin; for which he is an impo⸗ 
tent raſcal. He has not only got my ſkin, but; 
moreover, my butter-milk to fatten his pigs; and, I 
luppofe, the next thing he gets, will be my pad to 
carry his daughter to church and fair: Roger gets. 
this, and Roger gets that ; but I'd have you to Know 
1 won't he roger red at this rate by any ragmatical fel- 


low in the kingdom Aud I am ſurprited, docter 


P "- 
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*Lews, you would offer to put my affairs in compoſi. 
tion with the refuge and ſkim of the hearth. I have 
toiled and moyled to a good purpuſs, for the advantage 
of Matt's family, if I can't ſafe as much owl as will tion, 
make me an under petticoat. As for the butter-milk, hin 
ne'er a pig in the pariſh ſhall thruſt his ſnout in it, Þ ard 
with my good-will. There's a famous phyſician at Nor. 
the Hot Well, that preſcribes it to his patience, when d 
the caſe is conſumptive; and the Scots and Irith have! 


aug! 
hat 
o he 


- 


. | a . i rive 
begun to druik it already, in fuch quantities, tha one 
there is not a drop left for the hogs in the whole rou 
neigkbourhood of Briſtol. I' have our butter-milk to! 
barrelled up, and ſent twice a week to Abergiuny, Bt rt 


where it may be ſold for a halſpenny the quart, and abe 
ſo Roger may carry his pigs to another ma ket—I er 
Hope, Docter, you will not go to put any more ſuch ag 
phims in my brother's head, to the prejudice of tue 
pocket ; but rather give me ſome raifins (which 


1 
hitherto you have not done) to ſubſcribe myſelf N 10 
Your humble ſervant, m 

Bath, May 19. TAB. BRAMB LEs . th 
n 

a in 

* bi; 
To Sir WATKIN PHILLIPS, of Jeſus College, tt 
Oxon, Is 

I; 

DEAR PHILLIFS, ] 
WITHOUT waiting for your anſwer to my laſt, g 

1 proceed to give you an account of our journey to 1 
London, which has not been wholly barren of ad- i 
venture. Tueſday leſt, the 'ſquire took his place in 
a hired coach avd four, accompanied by his fitter and ] 


mine, and Mrs. Tabby's maid, Winifred Jenkins, 
whoſe province it was to ſupport Chowder ov 2a 
cuſhion in her lap. I could ſcarce refrain fro 
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aughing, when I looked into the vehicle, and ſaw **$ 
hat animal fitting oppoſite to my uncle, Ike any 


oſi. 
hape 


tage o ner paſlenger. The *tquire, aſhamed of his ſitua- 
Will Ution, bluſhed to the eyes; andy calling to the poſti- 
uk, liens to drive, pulled the glats up in my face. I, 
un, ard his ſervant John Thomas, attended them on 
at borteback. 

en Notlung worth mentioning occurred till we ar- 
e rired on the edge of Marlborough Downs ; there 
that Tone of the fore hurics fell, in going down” hill at a 
wie round trot ; and the pottilion behind, endeavouring 
K to {top the carriage, pulled it on one ſide into a deep 
ny, L rut, where it was fairlv overturned. I had rode on 
nd Þ about two hundred yards before ; but, hearing a loud 
a ſcream, galloped back and diſmonnted, to give what 
uch 


alliſtance was in my power, When I looked into 
the coach, I could fee nothing diſtinctly but the nether 
nend of Jenkins, who was kicking her heels and 
ſiqualliag with great vociferation. All of a ſudden 
my uncle thruſt up his bare pate, and bulte! through 
the window, as nimble as a gra's-hopper, having 
made uſe of poor Win's poſteriors as a ſtep to rife 

in his aſcent— Ihe man (who had likewiſe quitted 

his horſe) dragged this furlorg} damſel, more dead; 
e, than alive, through the ſame opening, Then Mr. 
Bramble, pulling the door off its hinges with a jerk, 
lad hold on Liddy's arm, and brought her the 
light, very much frighted, but little hurt. it fe: to 


ft, my ſhare to deliver our aunt Tabitha, who had loft 
co her cap in the ſtruggle; and being rather more than 
4, half frantic with rage and terror, was no bad repre- 
in ſentation of one of the ſiſter Furies that guard the 
4 gates of hell. She expreſſed no fort of concera for 
85 her brother, who ran about in the cold, without his 


periwig, and worked with the moſt aſtoniſhing - ag 


| 
; | 
K lity, in helping to diſentangle the horſes from they 
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carriage: but ſhe cried, in a tone of diſtraction, 
& Chowder ! Chowider! my dear Chowder ! m 


4 
TTL | 
4 


% poor Chowder is certainly killed !” 


This was not the caſe—Chovwder, after having tore! 
my uncle's leg in the coufuſton of the fall, hd re- 


treated under the feat, ani from thence the foot. 
dre him by the neck; for which good office le bit 
his fingers to the bounce, The fellow, who is na 

rally ſur ly, was fo provolted at this affault, that 


ſaluted lis ribs with a hearty kick, exclamin, 
„% Damn the nalty fon of a bitch, and them he hb; 
« longs to!“ —a benediftion which was by no m: 

lolt upon the implacable virigo his miltreſs—- tier 


Tevailed upon her to retire its 


a peaſant's houſe, n-ar the ſcene of action, wires 
bl 5 


118 


brother, It } er, 


Bis head and her's were covered, and poor Jen! 
had a fit. Our next care Ns tt 1. > fome tt cking 
plaitter to the wound in his leg, Which exluhit-d 
the impreiſion of Chou der's tecth; but h 
opened his lips againſt the delinquent. Mrs. T. 
alarmed at tlus {cene, „ou fay nothing, Matt (on 
* ſhe); but I know your mind—1 know the {1.2 
* you have to that poor unfortunite animal ! 1 
& Know you iatend to take his life away!“ „ Lou 
& are miitcken, upon my honour! (teplied the 'iquic 
% with a ſarcaſtic ſmile) 1 ſhould be incapable of 


har bouring any ſuch cruel deſign againtt an object 


& ſo amiable and inoſtenſive, even it he had not the 
& happineſs to be your favourite.“ 

John Thomas was not fo delicate. The fellow, 
whether really alarmed for his life, or inf{tigated by 
the deſire of revenge, came in, and bluntly de- 
manded that the dog ſhouid be put to death, on the 
ſuppoſition, that if ever he ſhould run mad hocrcate 
ter, he, who hal been bit by him, would be infected. 


My uncle calinly argued upon the abſurdity of 1s 
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tion, pinion, obſerving, that he himſelf was in the fame 
_ predicament, and would certainly take the precau- 
ion he propoſed, if he was not ſure he ran no riſque 
tore ot infection. Nevertheleſs, Thomas continued obſti- 
e- rate, and at length declared, that if the dog was not 
mot immediately, he Inmielt would be his execu- 
ut tioner. This declaration opened the flood-gates of 
+ Tabby 's-eloquence, which would have ſhamed the 
*JIfrſt-rate oratrefs of Billingfgate. The footman re- 
WE Itorted in the ſame ſtyle ; and the 'ſquire diſmiſſed 
m from his ſervice, aſter having prevented me 
from giving him a good horſe-whipping for his in- 
-1 WF ſolence. 
% The coach being adjuſted, another difficulty oc- 
2 curred— Mrs. Tabitha ab{otutcly refuſed te enter it 
again, unleſs another driver cod be found to take 
the place of the pottihon 3 who, ſhe affirmed, had 
overturned the carriage from malice aforethonght—= 
„ Aſter much diſpute, the man reſigned his place to a 
z ſhabby country fellow, who undertook to 80 AS far as 
= Marlborough, where they could be better provided; 
and at that place we arrived avout one o'clock, viithe 
{ Bout farther wpedin.ent. XIrs. Bramble, however, 
ou found new matter of oifence ; which, indeed, ſhe had 
Ja particular genius for extraRing at will from almoſt 
uf very incident in life. We had ſcarce entered the 
> room at M:riborough, where we ſtayed to dine, 
28 when ſhe exhibited a formal complamt againſt the 
poor fellow who had ſuperſeded the poſtilion. She 
Vs fad, he was fuch a beggarly raſcal, that he had ne er 
* 2 ſhirt to his back ; and had the impudence to ſhock 
_ her ſight by ſhewing lis bare potteriors, for which 
” act of indelicacy he deterved to be ſet in the ſtocks, 
2 Mrs. Winifred Jenkins confirmed . the affertivng 
. with reſpect to tus nakedneſs, obſerving, at the ſame 
ume, that he had a {kin as fair as alabaſter. 


| "> © 
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* This is a heinous offence, indee (cried my uncle)! 
let us hear what the fellow has to ſay in his own 
“ vindication.” He was accordingly ſummoned, and 
made his appearance, which was equally queer and 
pathetic. He ſeemed to be about twenty years of 
age, of a middling fize, with handy legs, ſtooping 
ſhoulders, high forchead, ſandy locks, pinking eyes, 
flat noſe, and long chin — but his complexion was of 4 
ſickly yellow ; his looks denoted famine ; and the 
rags that he wore, could hardly conceal whit de. 
cency requires to be covered My uncle, having 
fur veyed him attentively, ſaid, with an jronical ex. 
preffion in his countenance, *© A*n't you aſhamed, 
* fellow, to ride poſtilion without a ſhirt to cover 

© your backſide from the view of the ladies in the 

* coach?“ © Yes, I am, an pleaſe your noble ho- 
nour (anſwered the man); but neceſſity has no 
aj law, as the ſaying is—And more than that, it wes 
an accident—My breeches cracked behind, after! 
ds had got into the ſaddle-—”" „ You're an impus 
* dent varlet (cries Mrs. Tabby), for preſuming to 

& ride before perſons of faſhion without a ſhirt—” 

J am fo, an pleaſe your worthy ladyſhip (ſaid he); 

& but I am a poor Wiltſhire lad. —T ha'n't a ſhirt in 

& the world that I can call my own, nor a rag of 

e cloaths, an pleaſe your ladyſhip, but what you 

«4 ſee I have no friend nor relation upon earth to 
«© help me out have had the-fever and ague theſe 
gx months, and ſpent all 1 had in the world upon 
„ dgoctors, and to Keep ſoul and body together; and, 
& ſaving your ladyſhip's good preſer ce, I ha'n't broke 

„ bread theſe four and twenty hours —” 
Mrs. Bramble, turning from him, ſaid, ſhe had 
never ſeen ſuch a filthy tatterdemalion, and bid him 
be gone; obſerving, that he would fill the room 
full of vermin— Her brother darted a. ſignificant 
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glance at her, as ſhe retired with Liddy into 
another apartment;. and then aſked the man if 
he was known to any perſon in Marlborough. 
Wen he anſwered, that the landlord of the inn. 
had known him ſrom his infancy, mine hoſt was 
immediately called, and being interrogated on the 
ſubject, declared that the young fellow's name was 
Humphry Clinker ; that he had been a love- be- 
gotten babe, brought up in the workhouſe, and put 
out apprentice by the parith to a country blackſmith, 
who died before the boy's time was out : that he had 
for ſome time worked under his oftler, as a helper 
and extra poſtilion, till he was taken ill of the ague, 
which diſabled him ſrom getting his bread : that, 
having fold or pawned every thing he had in the 
world for his cure and ſubſiſtence, he became ſax 
miſerable and ſhabby, that he diſgraced the ſtable,” 
and was diſmiſſed; but that he. never heard ang 
thing-to the prejudice of his character in other re- 
ſpects. „So that the fellow being ſick and deſtitute 
“ (ſaid my uncle), you turned him out to die in the 
“ ſtreets.” 1 pay the poors' rate (replied the 
« other), and I have no right to maintain idle vas 
grants, either in ſickneſs or health; beſides, ſuch 
« a miſerable object would have brought a diſcredit 
upon my houfe—” 
«* You perceive (f: id the *ſquire,. turning to me) 
« our landlord is a Chriſtian of bowels—Who ſhall 
« preſume to cenſure the morals of the age, when 
« the very publicans exhibit ſuch examples of hue 
© manity ? Hark ye, Clinker, you. are a moſt 
“ notorious offender ou ſtand convicted of: 
« ſickneſs, hunger, wretchedneſs, and want Butz 
* as it does not belong to me to punith. criminals, 13 
will only take upon me the taſk of givivg you 44 
* word of adyice—Get a ſhirt with all conxgenientg i 
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% diſpatch, that your nakedneſs may not hencefor-I fat 
& ward give offence to travelling women, elpecially dit 
c maidens in years —“ the 

So ſaying, he put a guinea into the hand of the no 
poor fellow, who ſtood ſtaring at him in Glence, with | ou 
his mouth wide open, till the landlord puſhed him Ane 
out of the room. M1 

In the afternoon, as our aunt ſtept into the coach, Ithe 
ſhe obſerved, with ſome marks of ſatisfaction, that to 
the poſtilion, who rode next to her, was not a ſhabhy tha 
wretch like the ragamuftin who had drove them into | ler. 
Marlborough. Indeed, the difference was very con. Wat 
ſpicuous : this was a ſmart fellow, with a narrow. 
brimmed hat with gold cording, a cut bob, a decent Jauy 
blue jacket, leather breeches, and a clean linen Hurt, 
puffed above the waiſt-band. When we arrived at 
the Caſtle on Spin- hill, where we lay, this new pol- 
tilion was remarkably aſliduous in bringing in the 
looſe parcels ; and, at length, diſplayed the inci. 
vidual countenance of Humpliry Clinker, who bad 
metamorphoſed himſelf in this manner, by relies ing 
from pawn part of his own cloaths with the motey 
he had received from Mr. Bramble. 

How ſocver pleaſed the reſt of the company were 
with ſuch a favourable change in the appearance of 
this poor creature, it ſoured on the ttomach of Mrs, 
Tabby, who had not yet digeſted the affront of his 
naked fkin—— She toſſed her note im difdain, iayh g, 
ſhe ſuppoſed her brother had taken him into favours 
becauſe he had infulted her with his obicenity ; that 
a fool and his money were ſoon parted ; but that if 
Matt intended to take the fellow with him to Lon- 
don, ſhe would not go a foot farther that way —— 
My uncle ſaid nothing with his tongue, thoagh his 
looks were ſufficiently expreſſive; and next morang 
PClinker did not appear, ſo that we proceeded witlout 
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firther altercation to Salt-hill, where we propoſed to 
dine There the firſt perſon that came to the fide of 
the coach, and began to adjuſt the foot-board, was 
no other than Humphry Clinker—When I handed 
out Mrs. Bramble, - ſhe eyed him with a furious look, 
and patled into the houſe— My uncle was embarraſſed, 
and aſked him peeviſhly what had brought him hi- 
ther? The fellow ſaid, his honour had been ſo good: 
to him, that he had not the heart to part with him; 


that he would follow him to the world's end, and 
ſerve him all the days of his life, without fee or re- 
ward 


Mr. Bramble did not know whether to chide or 


laugh at this declaration He foreſaw much contra- 


diction on the ſide of Tabby; and, en the other hand, 
he could not but be pleaſed with the gratitude of «, 
Clinker, as well as with the ſimplicity of his cha- 
racter— Suppoſe I was inclined to take you into 
© my ſervice (ſaid he), what are your qualifications 2 
* what are you good for ?” © An pleaſe your ho- 
„ nour (anſwered this original), I can read and. 
«write, and do the buſineſs of the ſtable indifferent 
well I can dreſs a horſe and ſhoe him, and bleed 
and rowel him: and as for the practice of ſows 
* gelding, IL won't turn my back on e'er a he in the 
county of Wilts—Then I can make bog's-puddings. 
and hob-nails, mend Kettles and tin ſaucepans 
ere uncle burſt out a-laughing ; and enquired what. 
ther accompliſhments he was maſter of—“ I know. 
* ſomething of ſingle-ſtick, and pſalmody (proceeded. 
„Clinker); I can play upon the jew's-harp, ſing, 
Black-eyed Suſan, Arthur-o o'Bradley, and divers 
* other ſongs; I can dance a Welſh jig, and Nancy 
Dawſon; wreſtle a fall with any lad of my inches, 
* when I'm in heart; and, under correction, I can. 


* find a hare, when you honour wants a bit of dame 
You, I. a 


2 
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% Foregad! thou art a complete fellow (cried my 
& uncle, ſtill laughing); I have a good mind to take 
* thee into my family—Pr'ythee, go and try if thay 
s canſt make peace with my ſiſter— Thou ha'ft given 
< her much offence by ſhewing her thy naked tail.” 

„Clinker accordingly followed us into the room, cap 


in hand, where, addreſſing himſelf to Mrs. Tabith, þ 
% May it pleate your ladyſhip's worſhip (cried he)! 
< to pardon and forgive my offences, and, with God's F 


4 aſfiſtance, 1 ſhall take care that my tail ſhall never 
&« riſe up in judgment againſt me to offend your lady. 
4 ſhip again—Do, pray, good, ſweet, benutiful lady, 
«take compaſlion on a poor ſinner God blets your 
% noble countenance ; I am ſure you are too handiome 
« and generons to bear malice—I will ſerve you on 
4% my bended knees, by night and by day, by land and 


« by water; and all for the love and pleaſure of ſerv. 


$©jng ſuch an excellent lady —”' 
This compliment and humiliation had ſome effect 


upon Tabby ; but ſhe made no reply; and Clnker, F 
taking ſilence for conſent, gave his attendance at d- 


mer. The fellow's natural aukwardneſs, and the flut- 
ter of his ſpirits, were productive of repeated blun- 
ders in the courſe of his attendance—-At length, he 
Ipilt part of a cuſtard upon her right ſhoulder ; and, 
Karting back, trod upon Chowder, who ſet up 3 
diſmal howl— Poor Humphry was ſo diſconcertce 
at this double miſtake, that he dropt the china. iſt, 
which broke into athouſand pieces; then falling down 
upon his knees, remained in that poſture gaping, wit 
A moſt ludicrous aſpeft of diſtreſs—Mrs. Brambie 
flew to the dog, and, fnatching him in her arms, 
preſented him to her brother, ſaying, “ This is all 
4. a concerted ſcheme againſt this unfortunate animal 
« whoſe only crime is its regard for me—Here it i 
% Kill it at once; and then you'll be ſatisfied,” 


p 
h'1, 
he) { 
M's 
ver 


„ 
3 ” 


* 


dy- 
* 
9 
On 
me 
| N 


a © +» 


and 


Ci ve : 


din- 
flute 
un- 
1, he 
and, 
ap 3 
ertcd 
itt, 
lown 
with 
unble 


arms, 
is all 
1imal, 
it 


| * nocent as the babe unborn'—(cried Humphry). 


he acts by your direction; and you are reſolved 


Fe ( to tapport him in his inpudence—This is a bad re- 
mY 

ker, 3 . 6 . ” 

© nurſing you in your ſickneſs, managing your family, 
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Clinker hearing theſe words, and taking them in 
tlie literal acceptation, got up in ſome hurry, and, 
ſeizing a Knife from the ſide-board, cried, ©* Not 
© here, an pleaſe your ladyſhip—It will daub the 
room Give him to me, and Ill carry him in the 
* ditch by the road-hle—” To this propoſal he 
received no other anſwer than a hearty box on tte 
ear, that made him ſtagger to the other ſide of the 
room. What! (faid the to her brother) am 1 to 
* be affrouted by every mangy hound that you pick 
* up in the highway? I inſiſt upon your ſending 
* this raſcallion about his buſineſs immediately” 
For God's fake, ſiſter, compoſe yourſelf (ſaid my 
uncle), and conſider, that the poor fellow is inno- 
cent of any intention to give you offence—"' “ In- 


« [iceit plainly (exclaimed this implacable maiden), 


« turn for all the ſervices I have cone you; for 


and Keeping you from ruining yourtelf by your 
« own imprudence But now you ſhall part with 
that raſcal or me, upon the ſpot, without farther 
7 ſaſs of time; and the world ſhall: ſee whether you 
« have more regard for your own fleſh and blood, or 
« for a beggarly foundling, taken from the dung» 
4% Hill.“ 
Mr. Bramble's eyes began to gliſten, and his teeth 
to chatter. If ſtated fairly (ſaid he, raiſing his voice), 
« the queſtion is, whether I have ſpirit to ſhake off 
« an intolerable yoke, by one effort of reſolution, or 
« meanneſs enough to do an act of cruelty and in- 
40 Juſtice, to gratify the rancour of a capricious wo- 
« maan-—Heark-ye, Mrs. Tabitha Bramble, I will 
now propoſe an alternative in my turn —Rither 
F 2 | 
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& diſcard your four-footed favourite, or give me leave ſ 
4 to bid you eternally adieu For I am determined a 
* that he and I ſhall live no longer under the fame t 
* roof; and now to dinner with what appetite you t 
% may—” Thunderſtruck at this declaration, ſhe a 
fat down in a corner ; and, after pauſing for ſome a 
minutes, Sure, 1 don't underſtand you, Matt!“ C 
(aid ſhe) And yet 1 ſpoke in plain Engliſh—? 4 Y 
anſwered the Squire with a peremptory look. „ Sir, 'F £ 


*< (reſumed this virago, effectually humbled) it is your 
« prerogative to command, and my duty to obey. I 
can't diſpoſe of the dog in this place; but if you'll Þ* 1 
« allow him to go in the coach to London, I give 
% you my word he ſhall never trouble you again—” 
Her brother, entirely difarmed by this mild replr, 
declared, ſhe could afk him nothing in reaſon that he 
would refuſe ; adding, “I hope, ſiſter, you have ne- 
« ver found me deficient in natural affection.” Mrs 
Tabitha immediately roſe, and, throwing her arms Þ 
about his neck, kiſſed him on the cheek : he returned 
her embrace with great emotion. Liddy ſobbed, 
Win Jenkins cackled, Chowder capered, and Clinker | ſ: 
ſkipped about, rubbing his hands for joy of this re- le 
conciliation. ho 
Concord being thus reſtored, we finifhed our mel 1 
with comfort; and in the evening arrived at London, of 
without having met with any other adventure. My 
aunt ſeems to be much mended by the hint ſhe 1+ 
ceived from her brother. She has been graciouly Þ 
pleaſed to remove her diſpleaſure from Clinker, u]. 
is now retained as a footman; and in a day or two 
will make his appearance in a new ſuit of livery; Þ 
but as he is little acquainted with London, we have 
taken an occaſional valet, whom I intend hereiſter 
o hire as my own ſervant. We lodge in Golden-F 
ſquare, at the houſe of one Mrs. Norton, a decent 
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ot ſeven years, eleven thouſand new houſes have been 


| left open fields, producing hay and corn, I now find 
covered with ſtreets, and ſquares, and palaces, and 
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ſort of a woman, who takes great pains to make us 
all eaſy. My uncle propoſes to make a circuit of all 
the remarkable ſcenes of this metropolis, for the en- 
tertainment of his pupils ; but as both you and I are 
already acquainted with moſt of thofe he will viſit, 
and with ſome others he little dreams of, I ſhall only 
communicate what will be in ſome meaſure new to 
your obſervation. Remember me to our Jeſuitical 
friends, and believe me ever, 
Dear Knight, 

Yours atfectionately, 

London, May 2 4. J. MELFORD\, 


To Dr. LEWES; 


BEAR DOCTOR, 


LONDON is literally new to me; new in its ſtreets, 
Hautes, and even in its ſituation; as the Iriſhman 
ſail, © London is now gone out of town.” What ! 


churches. I am credibly informed, that in the ſpace 


huilt ia one quarter of Weitminſter, excluſiveof what is 
daily added to other parts of this unwieldy metropolis 
Pimlico and Knightfhridge are now almoſt joined to 
Cheliea and Kenfington ; and if tis intatuation con- 
tinues tor hall a century, I ſuppoſe the, whole county 
of Middleſex will be covered with brick. | 
It muſt be allowed, iudted, for the credit of the 
preſent age, that London and Weſtminſter are much 
better paved and lighted than they were formerly 
Ihe new ſtreets are ſpacious, regular, and airy z and 
F 3 
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the houſes generally convenient. The bridge 2 
Blackfriars is a noble monument of taſte and public 
> Jpirt—TI wonder how they ſtumbled upon a work 
of ſuch magnificence and utility. But, yotwithſtand- 
ing theſe improvements, the capital is become an 
overgrown monſter z which, like a drophcal head, 
will in time leave the body and extremities without 
nouriſhment and ſupport, The abſurdity will ap- 
pear in its full force, when we conſider, that oe 
Axth part of the natives of this whole extenſive king- 
dom is crowded within the bills of mortality. What 
wonder that our villages are depopulated, aud our farms 
in want of day-labourers? The abolition of fm 
farms is but one cauſe of the decreaſe of population. 
Indeed, the incredible increaſe of horſes and black 
© cattle, to anſwer the purpoſes of luxury, requires a 
prodigious quantity of hay and graſs, which are raiſed 
and managed without much labour; but a number 
of hands will always be wanted for the diſlerent 
branches of agriculture, whether the farms he large 
or ſmall. The tide of luxury has ſwept all the n- 
habitants from the open country—The pooreſt *{quire, 
as well as the richeſt peer, muſt have his howute in 
| town, and make a figure with an extraordinary num- 
ber of domeſtics. The plough-boys, cow- her de, and 
lower hinds, are debauched and ſeduced by the 2p- 
pearance aud diſcourſe of thofe coxcombs in livery, 
when they make their ſummer excurſions, They 
deſert their dirt an drudgery, and {warm up to Los- 
don, in hopes of getting into ſervice, whers they can 
Ive luxuriouſly and wear fine cloaths, without being 
obliged to wok; for idlenefs is natural to wan 
Great numbers of theſe being diſappointed in their 
xpectation, become thieves and ſharpers; and Lan- 
gon being an immenſe wilderneſs, in which there '$ 
EBethcr Watch nor ward of any ſiguification, nor any 
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order or police, affords them lurking- places as welk 

prey. ' ; | 

There are many cauſes that contribute to the daily 
:ncreaſe of this enormous maſs ; but they may be. alt 
reſolved into the grand ſource of luxury and cor? 
raption— About five-and-twenty years ago, very few, 
even of the moſt opulent citizens of London, kept 
any equipage, or even any ſervants in livery. Their 
tables produced nothing but plain boiled and roaſted 


with a bottle of port and a tankard of. beer. At 


preſent, every trader in any degree of credit, every 
broker and attorney, maintains a couple of footmen, 
2 coachman,. and poſtilion. He lms bis town-Hhouſe*® 


aud his country-houfe, his coach and his poſt-chaiſes 


His wife and daughters appear in the richeſt ſuits 
beſpangled with diamonds. They frequent the court, 


the opera, the theatre, and the maſquerade, ' They 


hold aſſemblies at their own houfes : they make 
ſumptuous entertainments, and treat witlr the richeſt 
wines of Bourdeaux, Burgundy, and Champagne. 


The ſubſtantial tradeſman, who wont to paſs his even- 


ings at the alehouſe for fourpence halfpenny, now 
ſpends three ſhillings at the tavern, while his wife 


keeps card- tables at home: ſhe muſt hkewiſe have 


fine cloaths, her chaite, or pad, with country lodgings, 
and go three times av eek to public diverſionss 
Every clerk, appremice, or even waiter of a tavern 
or coftee-houſe, maintains a gelding by himſelf, or in 
partnerſhip, and aſſumes the air 00 apparel of 2. 
pctit-maitre The gayeſt places af public en- 
tertainment are filled with faſhionable figures ; whichy. 
upon enquiry, will be found to be journeymen tays' 
lors, ſerving-men, and Abigzeils, diſguiſed uke they 
betters, 3 
In ſhort, there is no diſtintion or ſubordination 
eſt——-The different departinents of life are jumbled 
* n ' RTP... 
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together The hod-carrier, the low mechanic, the 
tapſter, the publican, the ſhop-keeper, the pettifogger, 
The citizen, and courtier, all "tr cad upon the Ribe 
one another. : actuated by the demons of profligacy aud 
Ficentiouſneſs, they are ſeen every where, rambling, 
riding, rolling, ruſhing, juſtling, anlring, bouncing, 
cracking, and craſhing, in one vile ferment of ſtu⸗ 
ꝓidity and corruption All is tumult and hurry ; one 


the bra n, that will not ſuffer them to be at reſt. The 
foot- paſſengers run along as if they were purſued by 
Þailiffs. The porters and chairmen trot with their 
burthens. People, who Keep their own equipages, 
drive through the 1treets at full ſpeed. Even citi- 
gens, phyſicians, and apothecar:es, glide in their cha- 
Tiots like lightning. The bickney-coachmen make 
their horſes ſmoke, and the pavement ſhakes under 
them; and I have actually ſeen waggon pats through 
Piccadilly at the hand-gallop. In a word, the whole 
nation ſeems to be running out of their wits. 

The diverſions of the times are not il! ſuited to the 
genius of this incongruous imonlter called The Public. 
Give it noiſe, confuſion, glare and glitter, it has no 
idea of slegance and riopriety. What are the amute- 
ments at Ranelagh ? One half of the company are fol- 
low vg one cnother's tails, in an eternal circle, like 
ſo many blind afles in an olive-mill, where they can 
Neither diſcourſe, diſtuiguiſh, nor be diſtinguithet ; 
while the other half are drinking hot water, under 
the denomination of tea, Ui! nine or ten o'clock at 
night, to keep them awake for the reſt of the even- 
ing. As for the orcheſtra, the vocal muſic eſpecially, 
It is well for the j-erformers that they cannot be heard 
diſtinctiy, Vauxhall is a compoſition of baubles, 
pyercharged with paultry ornaments, ill conceived, 
nd poorly executed, without any unity of deſign or 


would imagine they were impelled by ſome diſorder of } 
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© || propriety of diſpoſition. It is an unnatural aſſem- 
„ Þ blage of objects, fantaltically illuminated in broken 
4 Þ mailes; ſeemingly contrived to dazzle the eyes 
and divert the imagination of the vulgar.— Here a 
+», | wooden lion, there a ſtone ſtatue; in one place a 
R range of things like colfee-houte boxes, covered a-topz 
. in another, a parcel of ale-houſe benches ; in a thirdy 
12 a puppet: ſnew repreſentation of a tin caſcuds; : ma 
of | fourth, a gloomy cave of a circular form, like a ſe- 
de pulchral vault half lighted ; in a fifth, a ſcanty flip of 
Krass plats that would not afford paſture ſufficient for an 
ir aſs's colt. The walks, which nature ſeems to have in» 
< | tended for ſolitude, ſhade, and filence, are filled with 
i. | crowds of noiſy people, ſucking up the nocturnal 
a. | rhzums of an agueith climate; and through theſe 
e gay ſcenes a few lamps glimmer like ſo many farthing 
er © candles, 
| When I ſee a number of well-drefled people, of 
le both ſexes, ſitting on the covered benches, expoſed 
to the eyes of the mob, and, which is worſe, to the 

e Þ cold, raw, night air, devouring ſliced beef, and ſwil- 
ic. ling port, and punch, and cyder, I can't help compaſ- ** 
no ſionating their temerity, while 1 deſpiſe their want ot 
e- | taſte and decorum ; but when they courſe along thoſe ©; 
|= KF damp and gloomy walks, or crowd together upon. the 
de | wet gravel, without any other cover than the cope of © 
heaven, liſtening to a ſong which one half of chem 
I; | cannot potitbly hear, how can I help fuppoſing they 
| are actually poſleſſed by a ſpirit more abſurd and 

at pernicious than any ching we meet with in the pre» 
a- Þ cinQts of Bedlam ? In all probability, the proprietors 
y, Bof this and other public gardens of inferior note in 
rd the ſkirts of the metropolis, are, in ſome ſhape, cun- 
25, nected with the faculty of phytic, and the company 
„d, of undertakers ; for, conſidering that eagerneſs in the 
or | purſuit of what is called pleaſure, which now pre- 
F 5 
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dominates through every rank and denomination of 
life, I am perſuaded, that more gouts, rheumati{n, 
cattarrhs, and conſumptiope, are caught in theſe nu 
turnal paſtimes, ſub Dio, than from all the riſques and 
accidents to Which a life of toil and danger is ex- 
poſed. 

Theſe and other obſervations which J have made 
in this excufhon, will ſhorten my ſtay at London, 
and ſend me back with a double reliſh to wy ſolitude 
and mountains ; but I ſhall return by a different route 
than that which brought me to town. 1 have {en 
ſome old friends, who conſtantly reſided in this vir— 
tuous metropolis ; but they are fo changed in manners 
and diſpofitien, that we hardly Know or care for one 
another In our journey from Bath, ny ſiſter I. bhy 
provoked me into a tranſport of paſſion; during 
which, like a man who has drank himielf pot-valiant, 
I talked to her in ſuch a ſtyle of authority and ref{c- 


Jution, as produced a moſt bleſſed effect. She aud 


* her dog have been remarkably quiet and orderly, 
ever ſince this expoſtulation. How long this agree. 
able calm will laft, Heaven above knows.—I flatter 
my ſelſ the exerciſe of travelling has been of Tervice 
to my health; a circumſtance which encourages me 
0 procet q in my projected expedition to the North. 
But 1 muſt, in the mean time, for the benefit and 
amuſement of my pupils, explore the depths of 4his 
chaos, this miſhapen and monſtrous capital, without 
h. ad or tail, members or proportion. 

Thomas was ſo infolent to my fiſter on the road 
that 1 was obliged to turn him off abruptly, betwixt 
Chippenham and Marlborough, where our coach was 
overturned. The fellow was always fullen and ſel- 
fiſh ; but, if he ſhould return to the country, you 
way give him a character for honeſty and ſobriety; 
and provided he behaves with proper reſpect to ib? 
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family, let lim have a couple of guineas in tis 
name of, 

Yours always, 
London, May 29. Marr. BRAMBLEs 


To Miſs LRTITIA WILLIs, at Glouceſter. 


MY DEAR LETTY, 


INEXPRESSIBLE was the pleaſure I received 
from your's the 2 5th, which was laſt night put int“ 
my hands by Mrs. Brentwood, the milliner, from 
Glouceſter I rejoice to hear that my worthy go- 
: verneſs is in good health, and ttill more, that ſhe no 
langer retains any diſpleature towards her poor Liddy. 
Ian forry you have lott the ſociety of the agree= 
able Miſs Vaughan; but, I hope, you won't have 
cauſe much longer to regret the departure of your 
> {cuol-cggnpantons, az I make no doubt but your pa- 
rents will, in a little time, bring you into the world, 

where you are fo well qualified to make a diſtin» 

LE guithed figures When that is the caſe, I flatter mys 

10% you and 1 ſhall meet again, and be happy toge- 

ther, and even improve the fricadſhip which we 
| contracted in our tender years This at leaſt I can 

FE prom elt ſhall not be for the want of my utmoſt 
en:\ca ours if our intimacy does not continue for life. 

About five days ago we arrived in London, after 
an eaſy journey from Bath; during which, however, 

2 were overturned, and met with ſome o'h:r liths 
Incidents, which had like to have occaſumed a miſun- 
derttzading betwixt my uncle and aunt ; but now, 
thank God, they are happily recoa.iled: we live in 
harmony together, and every day make parties. tu ſes 
te wonders of this valt metropolis, which, however, 

F 6 
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1 cannot pretend to deſcribe; for I have not as yet 
ſeen one hundredth part of its curioſities, and 1 am 
quite in a maze of admiration. 

The cities of London and Weſtminſter are ſprezd 
out to an incredible extent. The ſtreets, ſquares, 
rows, Janes, and alleys, are innumerable. Palaces, 
public buildings, and churches, riſe in every quarter; 
and, among theſe laſt, St. Paul's appears with the 
molt aftoniſhing pre-eminence. They ſay it is not 
ſo large as St. Peter's at Rome; but, for my own 
part, I can have no idea of any carthly temple more 
grand and magnificent. 

But even theſe ſuperb objects are not fo ſtriking e: 
the crowds of people that ſwarm in the ſtreets. 1 :t 
firft imagined that ſome great atſembly was jult dil 
mailed, and wanted to ftand aſide till the multitude 
ſhould pats ; but this human tile continues to flow, 
without interruption or abatement, from morn ti! 
night. Then there is ſuch an infinity of gay equipugcy, 
coaches, chariots, chaites, and other Cul riages, com- 
nually rolling and ſhifting before your eyes, that ores 
head grows giddy looking at them; andetheimegiga— 
tion is quite confounded with fpleudour and variety. 
Nor is the pro'pet by Water leſs grand and aſto. 
niſhing than tbat by land ; you fee three ftup*nduus 
rie ges, joining the oppoſite baaks of a broad, deep, 
and rapid river; fo vatt, ſo ftatcly, fo cleguat, tht 
they teem to be the work of the giants: berwixt 
them, the whole ſurface of the Thames is covered 
with {mall veſiels, barges, bouts, and uherries, pat- 
ſig to and fro; and below the thize bridges, fuct a 
prodigious foreſt of miſts, for miles together, that you 
would think all the ſhips in the univerte were here 
aſſembled. All that you read of weaith and grandeur, 
in the Arabian Nights Entertainment and the Perfen 
Tales, concerning Bagdad, Dia bekjr, Damaſcus, Li 
paban, aud Samai Kalid, is here realized. 
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Ranelagh looks like the enchanted palace of a 
genie, adorned with the moſt exquiſite performances 
of painting, carving, and gilding, enlightened with 
a thouſand golden lamps, that emulate the noon-day 
ſun ; crowded with the great, the rich, the gay, the 
happy, and the fair; glittering with cloth of gold 
and filver, lace, embroidery, and precious ſtones. 
While theſe exulting ſons and daughters of felicity 1 
tread this round of pleaſure, or regale in different 
parties, and ſeparate lodges, with fine imperial tea 
and other delicious refreſhments, their ears are en- 
tertained with the moſt raviſhing delights of muſic 
both initrumental and vocal. There 1 heard the 
famous Tenducci, a thing from Italy — It looks for 
all the world bke a man, though they ſay it is not. 
The voice, to be ſure, is neither man's nor woman's; 
but it is more melodious than either; and it warbled 
ſo divine!y, that, while I litened, I really thought 
myſelf in paradiſe. 

At nine o'clock, in a charming moon: light even- 
ing, we embaiked at Ranelagh for Vauxhall, in a 
wherry ſo light and flender, that we looked like fo 
many fairies ſailing in a nut-ſhell. My uncle, being 
apprebenfive of catching cold upon the water, weng 
round im the coach, and my aunt would have acconte 
panied tim, but he would not ſuffer me to go by 
water if Une went by land; and therefore ſhe favour 
ed us with her company, as ſhe perceived I had 
curioſuy to make this agreeable voyage — After all 
the veſtel was ſufficlently loaded; for beſides the wa 
terman, there was my brother jery, and a friend © 
his, one Mr. Barton, a country gentleman of a good 
fortune, who had dined at our houſe—The pleaſur 
of this little excurfion was, however, damped, by 
my being ſadly frighted at our landing; where ther 
was a terrible confution of wherries, and a crowd-Q 
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people bawling, and ſwearing, zad quarrelling ; nay, 
a parcel of ugly-looking fellows came running into 
the water, and laid hold of our boat with great vio- 
fence, to pull it aſhore ; nor would they quit their 
hold till my brother {truck one of them over the 
head with his cane. But this flutter was fully re- 
compenſed by the pleafures of Vauxhall; which I 
no ſooner entered than I was dazzled and confound. 
ed with the variety of beauties that ruſhed all at 
once upun my eye, Image to yourtelf, my dear 
Letty, a ſpacious garden, part laid out in delightful 
walks, bounded with high hedges and trees, and pay. 
ed with gravel; part exhibiting a wonderful aſſem- 
blage of the mott pictureſque and ſtriking objects, 
pavilions, lodges, groves, grottos, lawns, temples, 
and caſcades; porticoes, colonades, and rotundos ; 
adorned with pillars, ſtatues, and painting; the 
whole illuminated with an infirite number of lamps, 
diſpoſed in different figures of ſuns, ſtars, and con. 
Rellations ; the place crowded with the gayeſt com. 
pany, ranging through thofe blifsfil ſhades, or ſup— 
Ping in differeut lodges on cold collations ; enlivened 
with mirth, freedom, and good-humour, and an- 
mated by an excellent band of muſic. Among the 

Vocal performers, I had the happineſs to hear the 

celebrated Mrs. — „ Whoſe voice was fo loud 

and fo ſhrill, that it made my head ache through ex- 

ceſs of pleaſure. 

In about half an hour after we arrived we wer? 
dined by my uncle, who did not ſeem to reliſh the 
place. People of experience aud infirmity, my dear 
Petty, fee with very different eyss from thoſe that 
„ch as you and I mike uſe of — Our evening's en- 
ertainment was interrupied by an unlucky accident. 
pn one of the remoteſt walks we were ſurpritcd 

th a ſudden ſhower, that ſet the whole company 
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a- running, and drove us in heaps, one upon another, 
into the rotunda; where my uncle, finding himſelf 
wet, began to be very peeviſh and urgent to be gone. 


My brother went to look for the coach, and found 


r 


it with much difficulty; but as it could not hold us 
all, Mr. Barton ſtayed hehind. It was ſome time 
before the carriage could be brought up to the gate, 
in the confuſion, notwithitanding the utmoſt endea- 
vours of our new footman, Humphry Clinker, who 
loft his ſcratch periwig, and got a broken head in the 
ſcuffle. The moment we were ſeated,” my aunt 
pulled off my uncle's ſhoes, and carefully wrapped 
his poor feet in her capuchin ; then the gave him a 
mouthful of cordial, which ſhe always Keeps in her” 
pocket, and his cloaths were ſhifted as ſoon as we 
arrived at our lodgings ; ſo that, blefſed be Gud, he 
eſcaped a ſevere cold, of which he was in great 


K. terror. 


As for Mr. Barton, I muſt tell you in confidence, 


he was a little particular ; but, perhaps, I miſtake 


his complaiſance; and I with 1 may, for his ſake 
You know the condition of my poor heart ; which, 
in ſpite of hard uſage —AL.4 yet 1 ought not to com- 
plain: nor will I, till farther information. 

Beſides Ranelagh and Vauxhall, I have been at 


| Mrs. Cornelys' afſembly, which, for the rooms, the 


FP 


company, the drefles, and decorations, ſurpaſſes all 
deſcription; but as I have no great turn for carde 
piaying, I have not yet entered thoruughly into the 
ſpirit of the place: indeed I am ftill ſuch a country 
hoyden, that I con'd hardly find patience to be put 


in a condition to appezr, yet 1 was not above ſix 


hours under the hands of the hair- dreffer, who ſtuffed 
my head with as much black wool as would have made 
a quilted petticoat ; and, after all, it was the ſmalleſt: 
head in the atlembly, except my aunt's—She, to te 
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ſure, was ſo particular with her rumpt gown and 
petticoat, her ſcanty curls, her lappet-head, deep 
triple ruffles, and high ſtays, that every body looket 


at her with ſurprize : ſome whiſpered, and ſome tit- I 


tered : and lady Griſkin, by whom we were intro- 
* duced, flatly told her, ſhe was twenty good yen 
behind the faſhion, 

Lady Griſkin is a perſon of faſhion, to whom we 
have the honour to be related. She keeps a ſmall 
rout at her own houſe, never exceeding ten or a do- 
zen card-tables, but theſe are frequented by the belt 
company in town — She has been fo obliging as to 
introduce my aunt and me to ſome of her particular 
friends of quality, who treat us with the-mott fam: 
har good- humour: we have once dined with her, and 
ſhe takes the trouble to direct us in all our motions, 
I am ſo happy as to have gained her good-will to ſuch 
a degree, that ſhe ſometimes adjuſts my cap with ber 
own hands ; and ſhe has given me a kind invitation 
to ſtay with her all the winter. This, however, tas 
been cruelly declined by my uncle, who ſeems to he 
(1 know not how) prejudiced againit the good lady; 
for, whenever my aunt happens to ſpeak in her com- 
mendation, I obferve that he makes wry faces, 
though he ſays nothing. Perhaps, indeed,. theſe 
grimaces may be the effect of pain arifing from the 
gout and rheumatiſm, with witch he is ſadly diftre!' 
ed—To me, however, he is always good-natured aud 
generous, even beyond my wiſh, Since we came li- 
ther, he has made me a preſent of a ſuit of cloaths, with 
trimmings and laces, which coſt more money than! 
Mall mention; and Jery, at his deſire, has given me 
my mother's diamond drops, which are ordered to be 
ſet a- new; ſo that it won't be his fault if 1 do nd 
glitter among the ſtars of the fourth or fifth magni- 
tude. 1 with my weak head may not grow giddy w 
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nl ne midſt of all this gallantry and diſſipation; though, 
ep Is yet, I can ſafely declare, I could gladly give up all 
el Mheſe tumultuous pleaſures for country ſolitude, and 
it- g happy retreat with thoſe ave love; among whom 
o- ny dear Willis will always poilefs the firſt place in 
irs he breaſt of her 

; Ever affectionate 


London, May 31, Ly DIA MELPORD, 


A 
elth atttetre-tzx- 
| 
"TE Fo Sir WATKIN PHILLIPS, of Jeſus College, 
ap Oxon. 
ny = 
| 
4 5 DEAR PHILLIPS, 
ch 


I SEND you this letter, frau ked by our old friend 
arton; who is as much altered as it was poſſible 
Pr a man of his kidney to he—Inftead of the careleſs 
dolent loyven we knevs at Oxford, 1 found him a 
Yuſy talkative politician ; a petit-maitre in his dreſs, 
da ceremonious courtier in his manners, He has 


es, Net gall enough in his conſtitution to be inflamed with 
de Ie rancour of party, ſo as to deal in ſcurrilous in- 
he {Wctives; but, fince he obtained a place, he is be- 
me a warm partizan of the miniſtry, and ſees every 


Ping through ſuch an exaggerating medium, as to me, 
ho am happily of no party, is altogether incompre- 
nſible— Without all doubt, the fumes of faction 


11 Wot only diſturb the faculty of reaſon, but alſo per- 
ne rt the organs of ſenſe ; and I would lay a hundred 
be umeas to ten, that if Barton on one fide, and the 


xt {Wolt conſcientious patriot in the oppoſition on the 
1 Wer, were to draw, upon honour, the picture of 
m Ws k— or m „ you and 1, who are il un- 


. 
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infected and unbiaſſed, would find both painter Pe ol 
equally diſtant from the truth. One thing, howerer, Non 
mult be allowed for the honour of Barton he never pff. 
breaks out into illiberal abuſe; far leſs endeavours, | bs Mbro! 
infamous calumnies, to Blaſt the moral character of JJ ivic 
any individual on the other fide. 1 
Ever ſince we came hither, he has been remaerk. Nccot 
ably aſſiduous in his attention to our family; an at. Mo m 
tention, which, in a man of his indolence and avoca. {(reat 
tions, I ſhould have thought altogether odd, and ecu gre 
unnatural, had not I perceived that my fiter Linas 
has made ſome impreſſion upon his heart, I can:Ygorm 
fay that I have any objection to his trying his fortune {poin! 
m this purſuit; If an opulent eſtate and a great ftock nd 
of good-nature are ſufficient qualifications in a haul. Hour 
band to render the marriage-ſtate happy for life, ſue « J. 
may be happy with Barton; but, I imagine, there »B& th; 
fomething elſe required to engage and ſecure the af. WW /: 
fection of a woman of ſenſe and delicacy ; ſomettung f m- 
which nature has denied our friend — Liddy ſeems ! be: 
be of the ſame opinion. Wen he addreſſes nmel A 
to her in diſcourſe, ſhe ſeems to liſtea with erke un 
and induſtr ouſly avoids all partic lar communication: Er 
but in proportion to her coyueſs, our aunt is coming. ff coi 
Mrs. Tabitha goes more than baif way to mect sf C- 
advances : ſhe miſtake s, or affects to miſtake, de in. 
meaning of h's courteſy, which is rather formal BF anc 
fulſome ; ſhe returns his compliments with bypeibo-W* on 
tical intereſt, ſhe per ſecutes him with her civilitics VF NM. 
table, ſhe appeals to him for ever in converiation, WW w! 
the ſighs, and flirts, and ogles, and, by her hideous aty 
affectation and impertinence, drives the poor court:er i of , 
to the very extremity of his complaiſunce ; in ſort thi 
ſhe ſeems to have undertaken the ſiege of Barton the 
heart, and carries on her approaches in fuch a deer. It 
Fate mauner, that 1 don't now Whether be Wal naß ph, 
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de obliged to capitulate. In the mean time, his aver- 
jon & this enamorata ſtruggliug with his acquired 
aff.bility, and his natural fear of giving offence, 
by Bbrows him into a kind of diftreſs which is extremely 
of idiculous. 

Two days ago, he perſuaded my uncle and me to- 
ke [pccompany him to St. James's, where he undertook. 
c. Mo wake us acquainted with the perſons of all the 
A. [Fr £5t men in the kingdom: and, indeed, there Was. 
| great aſſemblage of diſtinguiſhed characters, for it. 


y as a high feſtwal at court. Our conductor per- 

ormed his premiſe with great punGuality. He 
ointed out almoſt every individual of both ſexes, 
and generally introduced them to our notice with à. 
Pourith of panegyric—— Seeing the king approach, 
„There comes (ſaid he) the moſt amiable ſovereign. 
that e ver ſwayed the ſceptre of England ; the den 
iel Dum ani EAL nevis; Auguſtus, in patronizing. 
nr Titus Veſpaſian, in generoſity 3 Trajan, in 
benefcence ; and Marcus Aurelius, in philoſophy.” 
A very honeſt kind-hearted gentleman (added my 
uncle); he's too good for the times. A king of 
Eugland ſhould bave a ſpice of the devil in his 
ing. compoſition,” Eaton, then turning to the duke 
tus C——;, proceeded, — «© You know the duke; that. 
dhe iuftrious hero, who trod rebellion under his feet, 
an WF and ſecured us in poticition of every thing we 
bo- oaght to hold dear, as Englithmen and Chriſtians, 
„ Mark wat an eye, bow penetrating, yet pacific ! 
tio what dignity in his mien! what humanity in his- 
leon nipett —>— Even mitice muſt own, that he is one 
irtier of the greateſt officers in Chr ſtende nm.. TY 
hore think he be (fad Mr. Bram ble); but who are 
ron theſe young gentlemen that ſtad deſide him FP? 
eſp? Thoſe! (cried our friend) thoſe are his royal ne- 
i) no paews;z the princes of the blood, Sweet young, 
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ſo ſpirited, ſo ſenſible, fo princely —” © Tes; 
very ſenſthle | very {ſpirited ! (ſaid my uncte, in- 
terrupting him) but ſee the q: ey ha, there's the 
queen! — — There's the queen! let me fee—La 
me ſee Where are my glaſſes? Ha! 
meaning in that eye —— There”: ſentiment —== 
there's expreſhon 1 Weil, Vr. Barton, whit f- 
% gure do you call next?” The next perſon lie 
pointed out, was the favourite yeart; who Hood ſo— 
litary by ene of the windows — “ Behold yon nor- 
* thern ſtar (ſaid hé), Horn of his beams —— 
What ! the Caledonian lumin: ry, that lately blazed 
ſo bright in our hemiſphere ! Methinks, at pre- 
ſent, it Slimmers through a fog; like Saturn will» 
out his ring, bleak, and dim, and dilant--—! 
there's the other great pliznomenon, the grand 
penſionarv, 

veers about in every port of the political compaty, 
and ſtill feels the wind of poputarity in Ius dal. 
He too, like a portentous comet, bas rifen agua 
above the court- horizon; bat how long he vl 
continue to aſcend, it is not eaſy ty ſoretzl, ce 
dering his great eccentricity —- W no are thoſe tio 
& ſatellites that attend his motions ?” 
told him their names, © To their characters (ſaid Mr. 
% Bramble) I am no ſtranger. One of them, with. 
c out a drop of red blood in his veins, has a cold n- 
& toxicating vapour in his head; and rancour enoug 
in his heart to inoculate aud affect a whole nd. 
The other is (I hear) intended for a ſhare in the 
adminiſtration, and the peaſionary vouches for is 
being duly qualified — The only inſtance I ever 
heard of his ſagacity, was his deſerting his former 
& patron, when he found him declining in powety 
« and in diſgrace with the people. Without pri 
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51 * ciple, talent, or intelligence, he is ungracious as 2 
J“ hog, greedy as a vulture, and thieviſh as a jack 
-% daw; but, it muſt be ownezl, he is no hypocrite, 
the © He pretends to no virtue, and takes no pains to 
Let diſguiſe his character. His nunittry will be at- 
reset tended with one advantage, no man will be diſap- 
— “ pointed by his breach of promiſe, as no mortal 
n- ever truſted to his word, 1 wonder how lord 
le firſt diſcovered this happy genius, and for what 
ſo- I purpoſe lord —— has now adopted him: but 
r- one would thiz.k, that as amber has a power to at- 
— tract dirt, and tiraws, aud chaff, a miniſter is en- 
zed % qued with the ſame kind of faculty, to lic up every. 
pre- kaave and blockhead in his way—”? His elogium was 
ih Ikiterrupted by the arrival of the old duke of N; 
vo, ſqueezing into the circle with a buſy face of 
randnportance, thruſt his head into every countenance, 
tits if he had been in ſearch of ſomebody, to whom 
pat de wanted to impart ſomething of great conſequence.. 


My uncle, who had been formerly known to him, 
1710 howed as he pafſed ; and the duke, ſeeing himſelf 


„ WLuted fo reſpectfully by a well-dreſſed perſon, was 
1.1. Wot ow in returning the courteſy. He even came 
rohp, and taking him cordially by the hand,“ My 
eu dear friend, Mr. A (ſaid he), I am rejoiced 
Mi. to fee you— How long have you been come from 
wich · abro2d 2 How did you leave our good friends 
n the Dutch? The King of Pruſſia don't think of 
10128 another war, heh ?—-—He's a great king! a great 
i conqueror ! a very great conquesor ! Your Alex 
n the anders and Hannibals were nothing at all to him, 


or he fir Corporals ! drummers! droſs! mere traſh 
erer damned traſh, heh ?—" His grace being by 
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s time out of breath, my uncle took the oppor» 
ity to- tell him he had not been-out of England, 
pt his name was Bramble, and that he had the he» 
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nour to ſit in the laſt parliament but one of the lite 1 
King, as repreſentative for the borough of Dymkym- ſa « 
raig. Ollſo! (cried the duke) I remember you 
„% perfectly well, my dear Mr. Bramb!e—— Lou 
<< wr always a good and loyal ſubject—a ftaunchf 
“ friend to adminiſtration— -I made your brother 
% an iriſh hiſhop—” Pardon me, my lord (ſaid tle 
% *ſquire) I once had a brother, but he was a cap-| 
% tain in the army—” © Hal! (ſaid his grace) he 
% was ſo — He wies indeed ! But who was the biſhyſ 
then? Biſhop Blackberry Sure it was bithoy 
Blackberry—Perhaps ſome relation of your;—" 
Very likely, my lord (replied my uncle); tix 
Blackberry is the fruit of the Bramble—But, I bz. 
lieve the biſhop is not a berry of cur buch-. 
No more he is—no more he is, ha, ha, ha. 
(exclaimed the duke) there you gave me a (crc 
good Mr. Biamble, ha, ha, ha !--Well, 7 ll leg 
be glad to ſce you at Liucoln's-inn-fHelds— l 3, 
know the way Times are altered. Thong gat 
have Joſt the power, I retain the inclination-{ as 
< Your very humble ſervant, good Mr. BA pr. 
% berry—” 80 ſaying, he ſhoved to another cor ru 
of the room. What a fine old gentleman ! (cr af: 
% Mr. Barton) what ſpirits ! what a memory !— for 
% never forgets an old friend,” „ He does me tl his 
« much honour (obſerved our *ſquire) to rank nll his 
„% among the number — Whillt I fat in parliament, trea 
« never voted with the miniſtry but three tn Thi 
« when my conſcience told me they were in te re 
< right: however, if he ſtill keeps levees, I viifeareg 
« carry my nephew thither, that he may ſee, Mt the 
« learn to avoid the ſcene; for, I think, an Englil cquez 
<« gentleman never appears to ſuch diſadvantage, Wood 1 
te at the levee of a miniſter-—Of his grace I is hat 
ci ſa nothing at preſent, but that for thirty years of! 
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te N was the conſtant and common butt of ridicule and 
n- execration, He was generally laughed at as an | 
u“ ape in politics, whote office and influerice ſerved 
bu only to render his folly the more notorious ; and 
«© the Oppoſition curſed him, as the indefatigable | | 
drudge of a firtt mover, who was jultly ſtyled and 
nigmatized as the father of corruptioa : but this 
ridiculous ape, this venal drudge, no ſooner loft 
the places he was fo ill qualivtied to fill, aud un- 
; furlzd the banners of faction, than he was meta» 
morphoſed into a pattern of public virtue ; the 
very people who reviled him before, now extolled 
him to the ſkies, as a wiſe, experievced ſtateſman, 
chief pillar of the Proteſtant ſuccethon, and corners 
ſtone of Englith liberty. I ſhould be glud to know 
how Mr. Barton reconciles UTieſe contradictions, 
c without obliging us to reſign all title ty the privi— 
lege of common ſenſe.“ My dear hr (auſwered 
Barton), I do not pretend to juſtify the extrava- 
&# cations of the multitude ; who, I luppoſe, were 
mn is wild in their former cenſure as in their preſent 
WS praiſe : but I ſhall be very glad to attend you on 
Thurſday next to his grace's levee; where, I'm 
afraid, we ſhall not be crowd?24 with company; 
for, you know, there's a wile difference between 
his preſent office of preſident of the council, and 
his former polt of firſt lord commiſſioner of the | 
treaſury,” | 

This communicative friend having announced all. 
in e remarkable characters of both ſexes that ap- 

1 v.eared at court, We reſolved to adjourn, and retired. 

„ ct the foot of the ſtair-caſe, there was a crowd cf 
<ng\Wcqueys aud chairmen, and in the midſt of thera 

age, Wood Humphry Clinker, exalted upon a ſtool, with Af 
1 13s hat in one hand, and a paper in the other, in ta ñ 
cars Wi of holding forth to the peaple—Before we could 
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inquire into the meaning of this exhibition, he per- 
ceived his maſter, thruſt the paper into his pocket; | ,, 
deicended from his elevation, bolted through the 
crowd, and brought up the carriage to the gate, mY 
M uncle ſaid nothing till we were ſeated, when, 5 
after having looked at me earnefily for ſome time, ry 
he burſt out a-laughing, and aſked, if I knew upon ſ 
what ſubjects Clinker was holding forth to they, | 
moh——** 1 (ſaid he) the fellow is turned mounte- 2 
* bank, I mult turn him out of my ſervice, other. BY, 
# wite hell make Merry-Andrews of us all-“ 1 
obſerved, that, in all probability, he had ftadied me- ; 
dicine under his maſter, who was a farrier, — { | 
At dinner, the *ſquire atked him, if he had ever Cy 
practiſed phy ic? © Yes, an pleafe your honour (ad | 11 
« he), among brute beaſts; but I never mede Lect 
with rational creatures.” #4 I know not whether : pee 
% you rank in that claſs the audience you was ka- * 
« ranguing in the court at St. James's, but 1 ſhould . 
& be glad to know what kind of powders you wa N a 
4 diſtributing; and whether you had a good ſale— Per 
« Sale, fir ! (cried Clinker) I hope I ſhall never he bnd | 
« baſe enough to ſell for gold and ſilver what freely i _ 
« comes of God's grace. I diſtributed nothing, ai * 
4 like your honyar, but a word of advice to my 13 
« fellows in ſervitude and fin.” © Advice ! con- k. 
« cerning what !” Concerning profane ſwearing ou 
“ an' pleaſe your honour ; ſo horrid and ſhocking, 3 
« that it made my hair ſtand on end.“ 4 Nay, Me bir 
« thou canſt cure them of that diſeaſe, I ſhall thx 4 Ti 
„% thee a wonderful doctor indeed —” „ Why nc 3 
& cure them, my good maſter ? the hearts of thels * 
&« poor people are not ſo ſtubborn as your honor a. 


6 ſeems to think Make them firſt ſenſible h 
« you have nothing in view but their good, then 
« they will liſten with patience, and eaſily be cdl. 
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ce yinced of the fin and folly of a practice that affords 
„ neither profit nor pleaſure” At this remark, 
our uncle changed colour, and looked round the 
company, conſcious that his «wn wir bert were not 
'Þ altorcther unwrung. © But, Clinker (ſaid he), if you 
1 Þ « ſhould have eloquence enough to perſuade the vul- 
gar, to reſign thoſe tropes and figures of rhetoric, 
„ there will be little or nothing left to diftinguiſh 
their converſatioa from that of th:ir betters.” 
„ But then your honour Knows, their converſation 
1e will be void of offence; and, at the day of judge 
„ ment, there will be no diſtinction of perſons.” 
' Humphry going down ſtairs to fetch up a bottle of 
* wine, my uncle congratulated his ſiſter upon having 
ſuch a reformer in the family; when Mrs. Tabitha 
e declared, he was a ſober civilized fellow; very re- 
er ſpectful, and very induſtrious ; aud, ſhe believed, a 
i ood Chriſtian into the bargain. One would think, 
*Clinker muſt really have ſome very extraordinary ta- 
ww ent, to ingratiate himſelf in this manner with a viragoof 
— ber character, ſo fortified againſt him with prejudice 
de and reſentment ; but the truth is, ſince the adven- 
een ture of Salt-hill, Mrs. Tabby ſeems to be entirely 


9 = She has left off ſcolding the ſervants, an 
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N exerciſe which was grown habitual, and even ſeemed 
co Bhecetlary to her conſtitution 3 and is become ſo in- 
1s gitterent to Chowder, as to part with him in a pre- 
Kent to lady Griſkin, who propoſes to bring the breed 


eim into faſhion. Her ladyſhip is the widow of 
_- ir Timothy Griſkin, a diſtant relation of our family. 
1 „ he enjoys a jointure of five hundred pounds a- year, 
* nd makes ſhift to ſpend three times that ſum. Her 
0007 Whoracter before marriage was a little equivocal; but 
x = t preſent ſne lives in the den ton, Keeps card-tables, 
; 1 


i wes private ſuppers to ſelect friends, and is v. ſited 
0 y perſons of the firſt f.ſhion—She Bas been E& 
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marKably civ.l to us all, and cultivates my uncle 
with the moit particular regard; but the more the 
Nrokes him, the more his briſtles ſeem to riſe—T9g 
her compliments he makes very laconic and «ry re. 
turns —T'other day, me ſent us a pottle ot inte 
ftrawberries, which he did not receive without ſons 
of diſguſt, muttering from the Aneid, Timo Dana 
et dona ferent:s. She has twice called for Liddy, of 
a forenoon, to take an airing in the coach; but Mr:, 
Tabby was always fo alert (I ſuppoſe by his direc- 
tion) that ſhe never could bave the niece without her 
annt's company - I have endeavoured to ſound Square- 
toes on this tubjeCQt ; but he carefully avoids aul ex- 
planation. 
I have now, dear Phillips, filled a whole ſheet; 

an if you have read it to an end, I dare ſay you are 
aq tired as 
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Your humble ſervant, 


London, June 2. J. MELFORD, 


To Pr. LW 1-2; 


YES, Doctor, I have ſeen the Britiſh Muſenm; | 
which is a noble collection, and even ftupendouz, i} 
we conſider it was made by a private man, a pi: 
fician, who was obliged to make his own fortune 


the ſame time: but great as the collection is, i 
would appear more ſtriking if it was arranged in ot Wa 


ſpacious ſaloon, inſtead of being divided into d- 
ferent apartments, which it does not entirely * 
I could wiſh the ſeries of medals was connected, : 


: : 


the whole of the animal, vegetable, and mine 


, Kingdoms completed, by adding to each, at the pu 
lie expence, thoſe articles that are wanting: 
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would likewiſe be a great improvement, with re- 


F ſpe& to the library, if the deficiencies were made- 
X up, by purch:.fng all the baoks of character that are 
not to be found already in the colleEtion. —They might 
. be claſſed in centuries, according to the dates of tbeir 
K publication, and catalognes printed of them and the 


mnuſcripts for the inmtormation of thoſe that want 
to conſult, or compile from ſw.h authorities. I could- 
alſo wiſh, for the honour of the nation, that there 
was a complete apparatus for a courſe of mathematics, 


2 
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„ * 


— f X . 

5 mechanics, and experimental philoſophy; and a good: 
v1 . 0 1 - 1 

| ſalary ſettled upon an able profeſſor, who ſhould give 
8 * i i e » 3 

x regular lectures on theſe uhjects. 

= But this is all idle ſpeculation, which will never 
* be reduced to practice Conſidering the temper: of: 
_Y » 


„ the mes, it is a wonder to fee any inſtitution hat- 
17 ſoever eſtabliſhed for the benefit of the public. The: 
| ſpit of party is riſen to ©: kind of phrenzy, unknown 
to former ages, or rather degenerated to a total ex. 
|; Unction of honeſty and candour— You know I have 
| > obſerved, for ſome time, that the public papers are 
become the infamous vehicles of the moſt cruel and 
per fidivus defamation : every rancorous kuave 
= every deſperate incendiary, that can afford to ſpend: 
| half-a-crown or three ſhillings, may ſkulk behind 
the preſs of a news-monger, and have a ſtab at the 
E firſt character in the kingdom, without running the 
leaſt hazard of detection or puniſhment, 
I bave made acquaintance with a Mr. Barton, 
whom Jery knew at Oxford; a good fort of a man, 
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1, KEthough: moſt ridiculouſly warped in his political prin 
n- Nciples; but ius partiality is the leſs offenſive, as it 


. never appears in the ſtile of ſcurrility and abuſe, He 
is a member of paliament, and a retainer to the 
ourt; and his whole converſation turns upon the 
Wixtucs and perfections of the miniſters, who are us 
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patrons. T'other day, when he was bedaubing one * 
of theſe werthies, with the mott fulſome praiſe, I | 
told him I had ſeen the ſame nobleman characteriſed | 
very differently, in one of the daily papers; indeed, 
ſo ſtigmatized, that if one half of what was ſaid of Þ 

bim was true, he muſt be not only unfit to rule, ht | 
even unfit to live, that thoſe impeaclunents had been | 
repeated again and again, with the addition of freſh | 
matter; and that as he had taken no ſteps towards his 
own vindication, 1 began to think there was ſome Þ 


foundation for the charge.“ And, pray, fir (cid 
* Barton), what ſteps would you have him take? 
© Suppoſe he ſhould profecute the publither, Wo BY 
{creens the ANONY ITUUS accuſer, and bring him ta 
the pillory for a libel ; this is fo far from being 
counted a puniſhment, 7 tr rover, that it will pr . 
„ bably make his fortune. The multitude imme. 
« ately take him into their protection, as a mant\r 
% to the cauſe of defamation, which they have ©. 
„% wiys eſpouſed—They pay his fine, they contribute 
« to the increaſe of his ſtock, his ſhop is crouced 
% with cuſtomers, and the file of his paper riſes in 
& proportion to the ſcandal it contains. All this tive 
« the proſecutor is inveighed againſt as a tyrant. and WW 
oppreſfor, for having choſen to proceed by the w:y | 
of information, which is deemed a grievance ; bu: 
if he lays an action for damages, he mntt prose mY 

the danuge, ard I leave you to judge, whether a 
gentleman's character may not he brought into 
comempt, and all his views in life blaſted by c- 
lumny, without his being able to ſpecify the par. 
ticulars of the damage he has ſuſtained, 82 
& This ſpirit of defamztion is a kind of hereſy, 3 
that thrives under perſecution. The liberty f t. + 
preſs is a term of great efficacy ; and, like that of F. 
the Proteſfant religion, has often ſerved the purpoſe 


ce 
10 
cc 


% 


HUMPHRY CLINKER. | 149 


ec of ſedition—A minikter, therefore, muſt arm him- 
« ſelf with patience, and bear thoſe attacks without 
repining Whatever miſchief they may do iu other 
reſpects, they certainly contribute, in one particu- 
„ lar, to the advantage of government; for thoſe 
defamatory articles have multiplied papers in ſuch 
& a manner, and augmented their ſale to ſuch a de- 
gree, that the duty upon ſtamps and advertiſements 
has made a very conſiderable addition to the re- 
« venue.” Certain it is, a gentleman's honour is 
! a very delicate ſubject to be handled by a jury, com- 
{ poſed of men who cannot be ſuppoſed remarkable 
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0 either for ſentiment or impartiality—lIn ſuch a caſe, 


0 indeed, the defendant is tried, not only by his pcers, 
7 but alſo by his paity ; and I really think, tlut of all 
; patriots, he is the moit reſolute who expoſes. Eimſelf 
n. to ſuch detraction, for the ſakes of his country—1 
r from the ignorance or partiality of juries, a gentle- 
oe mam can have no redreſs from law, for being defam- | 
ne ed '') a pamphlet or news- paper, I know but ons 
red other method of proceeding againſt the publiſher, 
n which is attended with ſome riſque, but has been 
we practiſed ſucceisfnity more than once, in my remems p| 
and brance -A regiment of horſe was repreſented in us 


Viv 91 of the news- papers, as having miſbehaved at Dettin- 
ES 


bu gta; a captain of that regiment broke the publiſher's ( 
ne d nes, telling lum, at the ſame time, if he went toy 
& 1888 1:iw, he ſhould certainly have the like ſalutation from 
inte "ab every officer of the Corps. Governor took 

the fame ſatisfaction on the ribs of an autlior, whe i 


traduced bim by name in a periodical paper 
I know a low fellow of the ſame claſs, who, being 
turned out of Venice for his impudence and ſcurrilityg 
1 ths = retired to Lugano, a town of the Griſons (a free peo 
it Pie, God wot), where he found a printing preſs, from 
oſes (8 Wixence be ſquirted his filth at ſome refpectable cha- 
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raters in the republic, which he had been obliged 
to abindon. Some of theſe, finding him out of the 
reach of legal ch:iſftiſement, employ* ed certati uletul 
inſtruments, tuch as may be found in al! countries, t9 
give him the battinado ; which, being repeated more 
than once, effectually ſtopt the current of his abus. 

As for the liberty of the preſs, like every other 

privilege, it mult he reſtrained within certain bouts; 
For if it is carried to a breach of law, re ligion, and 
charity, it becomes? one of the greateit evils tut ever 
annoyed the community, If t! ie I ve e ray 
ſtab your good name with imp: ty in England, will 
vou be ſo uncandid as to exclaim againtt Italy for the 
practice of common ailſatination ! To what pur poſe 
is our property ſecured, if our moral character 1s left. 
gefenceleſs ? People thus baite d, grow deſperate; aud 
the deſpair of being able to preterve one's character 
untainted by ſuch vermin, produces a total n-glect of 
fame; ſo that one of the chief incitements' to the 
Practice of virtue is effectually Cettroyed, 

Mr. Barton's laſt conſideration, ref ſpect; ig the 
Namp. duty, is equally wife and laudable with another 
maxim which has been long adopted by our {133 3CE15, 
namely, to connive at drunkennets, riot, aa dn a— 
tion, becauſe they enhance my rece pt of the excite; 
not reflecting, that in providing this temporary con 
venience, they are deſtroying the morale, hewitt, and 
induſtry of the people-—Notw ith nding my con— 
Tem pt for thoſe who flatter a Minifter, 1 think there 
is ſomething ill more deſpicable in fluttering a mud, 
When 1 ſee a man of birth, education, and fortune, 
put himſelf on a level with the dregs of the people, 
mingle with low mechanics, feed with them at the 
ſame board, and drink with them in the frime cup, 
flatter their prejudices, harangue in praiſe of the! 
virtues, expoſe themielves to the belchings of chef 
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beer, the fumes of their tobacco, the groſſneſs of their 
familiarity, and the impertinence of their converſa- 
tion, I cannot help deſpiſing him, as a man guilty of 
the vileſt protiitation, in' order to ettect a purpoſe 
equally ſelfiſh and illiberal. 

I ſhould renounce politics the more willingly, if I 
could find other topics of converſation difculled 
with more modeity and candour ; but the demon 
of party ſzems to have uſurped every department of 
life, Even the world of literature and taſte is divided 
into the moſt virulent fa*tions, which revile, decry, 
and traduce the works of one another. Yeſterday 1 
went to return an afterzoon's viſit to a gentleman of 
my acquaintance, at whoſe houte I found one of the 
authors of the preſent age, who has written with 
ſome ſacceſy— As T had read one or two of his per- 
formances which gave me pleaſure, I was glad of 
this opportunity to know his perſon ; but his dif- 
courſe and deportment deſtroyed all the impreſſions 
which his writings had made in his favour. He took 
upon him to decide dogmatically upon every ſubject, 
without deighuig to ſhew the leatt cauſe for his dif- 
fe: ing from the general opinions of mankind, as if it 
had been our duty to acquieſce in the ip/c dixit of this 
new Pythagoras. He rejudged the characters of all 
the principal authors who had died within a century 
of the pretent time; and, in this reviſion, paid nad 
ſort of regard to the reputation they had acquired 
Milton was harſh and profaic ; Dryden, . languid 
and verboſe z Butler and Swift, without humour; 
Congreve, without wit; and Pope deſtitute of any 
ſort of poetical merit—As for his cotemporaries, he 
Gould nt bear to hear one of them mentioned with 
any degree of 2pplauſe ; they were all dunces, pedants, 
plagiaries, quacks, and impoſtors; and you could 
put uame a ſingle performance, but what was tamey 
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Kupid, and inſipid. It maſt be owned that this 
writer had nothing to charge his conſcience with, on 
the fide of flattery ; for, I underſtand, he was never 
Known to praiſe one line that was written even by 
thoſe with whom he lived on terms of good fellow - 
ſhip. Thus arrogance and preſumption, in depre- 
ciating authors for whoſe reputation the compu y 
may be intereſted, is ſuch an-inſult v pon che undcr- 
Randing, as I could not bear without wincing. 

I deſired to know his reaſons for decryitg fore 
works which had atfordcd me uncommon FR re 3 ; 


and, as demont)ration did net ſeem to be his talent, 
I diffented from his opinion with greet fr=e n. 
Having been {pyiled by the deference and ini ty 


of his hearers, he did not bear Nice Wt 
much temper ; and the diſpute migit have grown 
warm, had it not been interrupted by the entrance 
of a rival bard, at whoſe appearance he always duns 
the place. They are of ditferent cabals, and te 
Deen at open wir theſe twenty years, It the oti;es 
was dogmatical, this genius was declamatoury ; he did 
not diſcourſe, but harangue; and his orations weie 
equally tedious and turgid. He too pronoummces ev 
ratleda upon the characters of his cottmporarics; 
and though he ſcruples not to deal gut praise, even 
layiſhiv, to the loweſt reptile in Grab-1tiect u 
Will either flatter him in private, or mount the public 
ruſtrara as his panegyriſt, he damns all the otl.cr 
Writers of the age with the utmoſt inſolence 2.1 
g apcour— One is a blunderbuſs, as being a native of 
Ireland ; anotber a half. ſtar ved louſe of literature, 
from the banks of the Tweed; a third an afs, be- 
pauſe he enjoys a penſon from the government; 3 
fourth, the very angel of dullneſs, becauſe he fuc- 
gceded in a ſpecies of writing in which this Art: 
hu had failed ; a filth, who preſumed to nie 


r N F — 2 
— — ——— 
N _ 


HUMPRHY CLINKER. 153% 


ſtrictures upon one of his performances, he holds as 
a bug in criticiſm, whoſe ſtench is more offenſive 
| than his ſtinz—in ſbort, except himſelf and his 
myrmidons, there is not a man of genius or learning; 
. in the three Kingdoms. As for the ſucceſs of thoſe? 
who have written without the pale of this confede- 
racy, he imputes it entirely to want of taſte in the 
public; not conſidering, that to the approbation ob? 
] that very titeljels public he himſelf owes all the: 
| conſequence he has in life, 
; Thoſe originals are not fit for converſation, If. 
;\ | they would maintain the advantage they have gained 
| by their writings, they ſhould never appear but upon 
paper. For my part, I am ſhocked to find a man bave 
ſublime ideas in his head, and nothing but illiberal ſens 


5 timents in his heart. The human ſoul will be generallpel 
e | found mot defective in the article of candour I am 
* U inclined to think, no mind was ever wholly exempt 

e from envy, which, perhaps, may have been im 
c 


planted as an inftint eſſential to our nature. I am 

afraid we ſometimes patliate this vice, under the 

+ FF fpecious name of emulation. I have Known a per- 
ſon remarkably generous, humane, moderate, and) 


1 N apparently ſelf-denying, who could not hear even al 
= friend commended without betraying marks of un- 
i) | ” eaſineſs; as if that commeodation had implied an 
lic 


odious compariſon to his prejudice, and every wreath 
of praiſe added to the other's character was a gar- 
| land plucked from his own temples. This is a ma=- 


vt [> lignant ſpecies of jealouſy, of which I ſtand acquite 
15 1% ted in my own conſcience Whether it is a vice o 
au infirmity, I leave you to inquire, 


There is anuttier point, which I*would much 
rather ſee determined— whether the world was 
always as contemptible as it appears to me at pre- 
} | ent If the morals of mankind have not con- 
1 © 5 
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raced an extraordinary degree of depravity within 
Wheſe thirty years, then muſt I be infected with the 
Eommon vice of old men, difficilis, querulus, lau- 
da tor temporis att; or, which is more probable, 
the impetuous purſuits anSavocations of youth have 
Bormerly hindered me from obſerving thoſe rotten 


of human nature which now appear ſo offen- 


Wvely to my obſervation, 
We have been at Court, and Change, and every 


here; and every where we find food for ſpleen, 


Rnd ſubject for ridicule—My new ſervant, Humphry 
rer, turns out a great original; and Tabby is a 
Ezhanged creature—She has parted wtth Chowderz 
and dces- nothing but ſmile, like Malvolio in the 
r be hanged if ſhe is not acting a part 
e is not natural to her diſpoſition, for ſome 
murpoſe which I have not yet diſcovered, 
= With reſpe& to the characters of mankind, my 
Mommy is quite Aatisfied : I have done with the 
ce of men, and muſt now endeavour to amuſe 
myſelf with the novelty of things. I am, at pre- 
ent, by a violent effort of the mind, forced from 

natural biaſs ; but this power ceaſing to act, I 
alt return to my ſolitude with redoubled velocity. 
Every thing T ſee, and bear, and feel, in this great 
eſervoir-of folly, ern, and ſophiſtication, con- 

tributes to inhance the value of a country life, in 
| "the ſentiments of 


Yours always, 
London, June 2. Mar. BRAMBLE. 


1 


—_— 


e 


Derne 


EEE 


- 


EUMPHRY  CLINKER, 


a? 


. NSC eLICINGG LIE NR I0GLNINGL 


To Mrs. Mary © wh at Prambletd 
** 


PEAR MARY JONES, 


LADY Griſkin's botler, Mr. Crumb, having g 
Iquire Barton to frank me a kiver, I would ut 
neglect to let you know how it is with me, and 
reit of the family. | 

I could not rite by John Thomas, for bc 
went away in. a huff, at a minute's warning. He 
Chowder could not agree, and ſo they fitt upon the ras 
and Chowder-bit his thumb, and he ſwore he we 
do him a miſchief, and he ſpoke ſaucy to mille 
whereby the ſquire turned him off in gudgeon 3 
by God's providence we picked up another foot 
called Umphry Klinker; a good ſole as ever bro 
bread ; which ſhews that a ſcalded cat may proves 
good mouſer, and a hound be ſtaunch, thof he 
got narro hare on his buttocks ; but the proudeft nas 
may be bro't bao'r to the zrine-ſtone by fickneſs and 
misfortunes, 

O Molly ! what ſhall I ſay of London ? Au! thy x 
towns that ever I beheld in my born days, 
no more than Welſh barrows and crunch 
to this wonderful fatty ! Even Bath itſelf is 
a fillitch, in the naam of God—One wbald tine 
there's no end of the ſtreets, but the land's | 
Then there's fuch a power of people, going hach 
ſcurry ! ſuch a racket of coxes! ſuch a noiſe, aut 
hallibaloo! ſo many ſtrange ſites to be, ſeen 1X 
gracious! my poor Welſh brain has been ſpinaws 
like a top ever aw I came hither | An 0 
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| park,” and cho paleaſs of Saint Gimſes, and the 
and the queen's magiſterial purſing, and the 
Veet young princes, and the hillyfents, and pye- bald 
and all the-reſt of the royal family. 
Laſt week I went-with miſtreſs to the Tower, to 
the crowns and wild beaſtis; and there was a 
Wonſtracious lion, with teeth half a quarter long! 
a gentleman bid me not go near him, if I waſn't 
maid, being as how he would roar, and tear, and 
may the dickins—Now I had no mind to go near 
for IL. cannot abide ſuch dangerous honey mils, 
mot 1-—but, miſtreſs would go; and the beaſt kept 
much a roaring and bouncing, that I tho't he would a 
e his cage and devoured us all; and the gentle- 
nan titter'd forſooth; but 1'!] go to death upon it, 
, that my lady is as good a firchin as the child 
| 3 and therefore, either the gentleman told a 
or the hon oft to be ſet in the ſtocks for bearing 
fe wiineſs again his neighbeur ; for the command - 
Ffayeth, Thou ſhalt net bear falſe witn'ſs again 
by neig hbour. 
I'was afterwards of a party at Sadler's Wells, where 
faw ſuch. tumbling and dancing upon ropes and 
Wires, that I was frightened, and ready to go into 2 
I tho't it was all inchantment ; and, believing 
ik bewitched, began for to cry You knows 
= how the witches in Wales fly upon broom-ſticks 
Sat here. was flying without any broom-ſtick, or 
ing in the varſal world, and firing of piſtols in the 
aud blowing of trumpets, and fwinging, and 
ing of wheelbarrows upon a wire (God bleſs us) 
wo thicker than a ſewing-thread ; that, to be ſure, 
7 muſt deal with the devil A ſine gentle- 
hang. with a pig's tail, and a golden ſord by his fide, 
ee to comfit me, and offered for to treat me with 
pint of wind ; but I would not stay; and foy in 
_ ha SHE gang 
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Toing through the dark paſſage, he began to ſhew 
cloven futt, and went ſor to be rude : my fellow-ſarvast 
-Umpry Klinker, bid him be fivil,and he gave the you 


awa'n't long in his debt 
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man a dowſe in the chops ; hut, I fackins, Mr. Klin 
with a good oaken ſapli 
he duſted his doublet, for all his golden cheefetoalt 
and, fipping me under his arm, carried me huomy 
noſe not how, being I was in ſuch a fluſtraties 
But, thank God! I'm now vaned from ail ſuch 
nities; for what are all thoſe rarities and vagaries 
the glories that ſhall be revealed hereafter + O 
ly ! let not your poor heart be puffed up with van 
I had almoſt forgot to tell you, that I have had 
hair cut and pippered, and finged, and bolſtered, a 
buckled, in the neweſt faſhion, by a French freezer 
Parley vo Francey —V, ee madmanſ: ll I ne 
carries my head higher than arrow private gentlews 
man of Vales. Laſt night, coming huom from 
meeting, I was taken by lamp-light for an amines 
poulterer's daughter, a great beauty —But as Fl 
ſaying, this is all vanity and vexation of ſpiritT 
Pleaſures of London are no better than four wha 
and ſtale cyder, when compar ed to the joys of 
new Geruſalem. 5 
Dear Mary Jones! An pleaſe God when I returf 
I'll bring you a new cap, with a turkey-ſhall coor 
and a pychouſe ſermon, that was preached in 
Tabernacle ; and I pray of all love, you will mit 
pour vriting and your ſpilling ; for, craving your pai 
don, Molly, it made me ſuet to diſſypher your 
ſcrabble, which was delivered by the hind at Bz 
O, voman! voman ! if thou had'ſt hut the leaſt « 
ſumption of what pleaſure we ſcullers have, what 
can cunſter the crabbiuſt buck off hand, and i 
ethnich vords without lucking at the primmes 
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anſh—But 11! ſay no more—Remember me to Sau 
poor ſole ! it goes to my hart to think ſhe don't 
met know her letters—But all in God's good time 
Mall go hard, but I will bring her the ABC in 
Ingerbread ; and that, you noſe; will be learning to 
taſte. 
Mittreſs ſays, we are going a long gurney to the 
Worth ; but go where we will, I ſhall ever be, 
Dear Mary Jones, 

yours with true infection, 


don. June 3, WI. JENKINS» 
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> Sir WarkiN PHILLIiPs, Bart.. of Jcſus 
College, Oxon... 


3 DEAR WAT„ 


EI McExTioveD in my laſt, my uncle's deſign of 
bing to the duke of N 's levee; which de- 
deen executed accordingly. His grace has 
be long accuſtomed to this kind of homage, that 
ugh the place he now fills does not imply the tenth 
* wt of the influence which he exerted in his former 
ee, be has given his friends to underſtand, that 
cannot cblige him in any thing more than in 
matribating to ſupport the ſhadow of that power, 
Rich he no longer retains in ſubſtance; and there- 
| pre he has (till public days, 0 on which they appear at 
is levee, 

My uncle and I went thither. with Mr. Barton, 
who, being one of the duke's adherents, undertook 
de our introducer—The room was pretty well 


; with people, in a great variety of dreſs ; but 


. there was no moe than one gown and caſſockli 
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though I was told his grace had, while he was mix 
nicer, preferred almoſt every individual that nowe 
filled the bench of biſhoÞs in the houfe of lords 
but, in all probability, the gratitude of the clergy 
like their charity, which ſnuns the light—Mr, Bars 
ton was immediately accoſted by a perſon well ttrickey 
in years, tall, and raw-boned, with a hook-noll 
and an arch leer, that indicated, at leaſt, as much 
cunning as ſagacity. Our conductor ſaluted him | 
the name of captain C and afterwards inform; 
us he was a man of ſhrewd parts, whom the goa 
vernment occaſionally employed in ſecret ſervice 
But I have had the hiſtory of him more at large 
from another quarter—He had been, many yea 
ago, concerned in fraudulent practices, as a merchan 
in France; and being convicted of Cor of the 
Was ſent to the gallies, from whence he was delivery : 
ed by the intereſt of the late duke of Ormond, 
whom he had recommended himſelf in a letter, 
his name-ſake and relation—He was in the ſequel 
employed by our miniſtry as a ſpy ; and, in the was 
ef 1740, traverſed all Spain, as well as France, 
the diſguiſe of a capuchin, at the extreme hazard 
his life, in as much as the court of Madrid had | 
tually got ſcent of him, and given orders to app 
hend him at St. Sebaſtian's, from whence he had fors ( 
tunately retired but a few hours before the order ans 
rived, This and other hair breadth *ſcapes he plead 
ed ſo effectually as a merit with the Engliſh miniſtry 
that they allowed him a comfortable penſion, WH 
he now enjoys in his old age—He has Qill acceſs 
all the miniſters, and is ſaid to be conſulted by ther 
on many ſubjects, as a man of uncommon unde 
ſtanding and great experience—He is, in fact, af 
low of ſome parts and invincible aſſurance ; woY 
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Nency, as may very well impoſe upon ſome of the 
Mallow politicians who now labour at the helm 
df adminiftratwn. 
not the only impoſture of which he is guilty — They 
Ay, he is at bottom not only a Roman catholic, but 
Wally a prieſt; and while he pretends to diſcloſe 
© our ſtate-pilots all the ſprings that move the cahi- 
met of Verſailles, he is actually picking up 1atell:- 
gence for the ſervice of the French miniſter Be 
Tat as it may, captain C. entered into conver- 
wn with us in the agw[t familiar manner, and 
heated the duke's character without any ceremony — 


the beſt thing be can do, is to fleep on till Chriſt- 
mas; for, when he gets up, be does nothing but 
expoſe his own folly, —Since Granville was turned 


the meal that whitened his periwig—They are fo 
er; and then they are tuch dunces, that there's 


no making them comprehend the plaineſt propoſt- 
tion 


thirty thouſand French had marched from Acadia 

to Cape Breton '———< Where did they find tranſ- 

ports? % ſaid I, , Tranſports! (cried he) I tell 
E yon, they marched by land—” 
and of Cape Breton l“ 
ban iſland ?? © Certainly.” „“ Ha! 
of that?” When I pointed it out in the map, he 
wamined it with his ſpeRacles; then, taking me in 
bs arms, „My dear C ! (cried he) you al- 
ways bring us good news—Egad I'll go directly, 


band tell the King that Cape Breton is zu land.” 


is diſcourſe, he aſſumes ſuch an air of ſelf:ſufi- 


But, if he is not belied, this is- 


This wiſe-acre (ſaid he) is [till a-bed ; and, I think, 


ou, there has been no miniſter in this natiou worth 
Ignorant, they ſcarce know a crab from a cauli- 


In the beginning of the war, this poor 
mnalt-witted creature told me, in a great fright, that. 


« By land to the 
« What ! is Cape Breton 
are you ſure. | 


— _— s 
out aut — 4 — 
E N 1 v 
2 


= 


HUMPHRY CLINKER. 16x 


He ſeemed diſpoſed to entertain us with more 
anecdotes of this nature, at the expence of his grace; 
when he was interrupted by the arrival of the Alges 
rine ambaſſador; a venerable Turk, with a long 
white beard, attended by his dragoman, or interpre- 
ter, and another officer of his houſhold who had got 
no ſtockings to his legs Captain q immes 
diately ſpoke with an air of authority to a ſervant in 
waiting, bidding him go an tell the duke to niet 
Jas there was a great deal of company come, and, among 
F others, the ambaſſador from Algiers—Then, turning 
Ito us, © This poor Turk (ſaid he), notwithſtanding? 


nn 06, - di. DPS. £ trad. 


his grey beard, is a green-horn He has been 
. i ſeveral years reſident in London, and ſtill is igno s 
rant of our political revolutions. This viſit is in- 
t Wi tended for the prime miniſter of England: but 
3 KM you'll ſee how this wiſe duke will receive it as a 
H WE mark of attachment to his own perſon —“ Cers 
> ain it is, the duke ſeemed eager to acknowledge the 
„ owplinient— A door opening, he ſuddenly bolted 
3 out, with a ſhaving cloth under lis chin, his faces 


rothed up to the eyes with ſoap lather, and, run 
r. N ung up to the ambaſſador, grinned hideous in hisY 
i: ACe——< My dear Mahomet ! (ſaid he) God love your 

long beard ! I hope the Dey will make you a horſe 


tail at the next promotion, ha, ha, ha! Have 
11 WE but a moment's patience, and I' fend to you was 
twinkling—” So ſaying he retreated into his deny? 
having the Turk in ſome confuſion, After a ſhortÞ 
auſe, however, he ſaid ſomething to his interpreter, 
je meaning of which I had great curiglity to knowy 


ie ö 
in he turned up his eyes while he ſpoke, expreſſing 
1. toniſhment mixed with devotion———We were 
7, atified by means of the communicative captain 


W— who conyerſed with the dragoman, as an? 
Wl acquaintance, Ibrahim, the ambaſſador, whey 


| 


© 


* 


6 THE EXPEDITION OF 


had miſtaken his grace for the miniſter's fool, was 
no ſooner undeceived by the interpreter, than he ex- 
claimed to this effect Holy prophet ! I don't won- 
« der that this nation proſpers, ſeeing it is governed 
dy the counſel of ideots; a ſeries of men, whom 


all good muſſulmen revere as the organs of imme- 


« diate inſpiration ” Ibrahim was favoured with a 
articular audience of ſhort duration; after which 


de duke conducted him to the door, and then re- 


4 


turned to diffuſe his gracious looks among the crowd 
of his worſhippers. 

As Mr. Barton advanced to preſent me to his grace, 
K was my fortune to attract his notice before 1 was 


Zannounced— He forthwith met me more than half 


way, and, ſeizing me by the band, My dear fir 


Francis! (cried he) this is ſo kind—1 vow to Gad! 
*& I am ſo obliged— Such attention to a poor broken 
* min.ſter—Well—Pray when does your excellency 


ſet fail ?For God's ſake have a care of your 
WE health, and eat ſtewed pruens in the paſſage—Next 


to your own precious health, pray, my dear ex- 


© cellency, take care of the Five Nations—our good 


friends the Five Nations— The Toryrories, the 
„ Maccolmacks, the Out-o'the- ways, che Crickets, 


aud the Kickthaws— Let em have plenty of blan- 


* kets, and ſtinkubus, and wampum; and your ex- 
* cellency won't fail to ſcour the kettle, and boil the 


chain, and bury the tree, and plant the hatchet— 


by Ha, ha, ha!” When he had uttered this rhapſo- 


dy, with his uſual precipitation, Mr, Barton gave 


him to underſtand, that I was neither fir Francis, nor 
St. Francis, but ſimply Mr. Melford, nephew to Mr. 
Bramble; who, ſtepping forward, made his bow at 
the fame time, © Odſo | no more it is fr Francis 
(aid this wiſe ſtateſman). Mr. Melford, I'm glad to 
„ foe you——l ſcat you an engineer to fortify your 


. 


— Io * 


cle then gave him to underſtand, that I was ſtill 4 


n * 


3 © peas to your grace; and I may venture to ſay, tha 


dear Mr. Brambleberry! you do me infinite ho 


* dock— Mr. Bramble—your ſervant, Mr. Bramble 


| *haven, I'lt do you all the ſervice in my power 
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“% How d'ye, good Mr. Bramble ?—Your nephew 8 
« a pretty young fellow—faith and troth, a very 
* pretty fellow ! His father is my old friend How 
« does he hold it? Still troubled with that damned 
« diſorder, ha?“ „No, my lord (replied my uncle) 
« all his troubles are over—He has been dead theſe? 
« fifteen years.” „ Dead! how— Yes, faith! now 
« I remember : he is dead, fure enough— Well, and 
© how— does the young gentleman ſtand for H averforg 
«© Weſt ? ora hat C'ye— My dear Mr. Milforde? 


hope I have ſome credit left“ My un- 
minor; and that we hd no intention to trouble him 
at preſent for any favour whatſoever—* I came his 
« ther with my nephevy (added he) to pay our ref 


1 , 5 X - 
% his view's and mine are at leaſt as difintereſted ad f 
« thoſe of any individual in this affenibly.” „ 


© nour—I ſhall always rejoice to fee you and youry 
« hopeful nephew, Mr. Milfordhaven— My credit 
« ſuch as it is, you may command—1 wiſn we had 
more friends of your kidney —“ 

Thea turning to captain C « Ha, Col C 
« (faid he) what news, C ? How does the 
« world wag ? ha!” „ The world wags much after 
the old faſhion, my lord (anſwered the captain) 3% 
te the politicians of London and Weſtminſter have be- 
gun again to wag their tongues againſt your grace 34 
* and your ſhort-liv'd popularity wags like a feathers 
« which the next puff of antiminitterial calumuy 
* will blow away — A pack of raſcals, (cried 
the duke) Tories, Jacobites, rebels! one half af 
them would wag their heels at Tyburn, if y 
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= they had their deſerts— 80 ſaying, he wheeled 
out; and, going round the levee, ſpoke to every 
Individual with the moſt courteous familiarity ; but 
the ſcarce ever opened his mouth without making 
me blunder, in relation to the perſon or buſinels 
Wor the party with whom he converſed; ſo that he 
iy looked like a comedian, hired to burlefque the 
Eharactter of a miniſter, —Art length, a perſon of a 
i -prepolleſing appearance coming in, his grace 
op, and, hugging him in his arms, with the ap- 
tion of © My dear Ch——s !” led him forth- 
with into the inner apartment, or Sanctum Sanctorum 
Wor his political temple. * That (ſaid captain C—— ) 
is my friend C T——, almoſt the only man 
of parts who has any concern in the preſent admi— 
© niſtration—Indeed, he would have no concern at 
all in the matter, if the miniſtry did not find it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to make uſe of his talents upon. 
ſome particular occafions—As for the common bu- 
aeſs of the nation, it is carried on in a conſtant 
eine by the clerks of the different offices, other- 
Vie the wheels of government would be wholly 
WE opt. amidſt the abrupt ſucceſſion of miniſters, 
every one more ignorant than his predeceſſor—l 
am thinking what a fine hobble we ſhould be in, if 
all the clerks of the treaſury, of the ſecretaries, 
wwe war-office, and the admiralty, ſhould take it 
their heads to throw up their places in imitation 
et the Great Penſioner— But, to return to C-—— + 
1; he certainly knows more than all the 
BE miniſtry and all the oppoſition, if their heads were 
laid together, and talks like an angel on avaſt va 
doeety of ſubjefts—He would really be a great man, 
be had any couſiſtency or ſtability of character 
WW Then,-it muſt be owned, he wants courage, o- 
ie ne would never allow himſelf to be cus 
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ed by the great political bully, for whoſe under 
ſtanding he has juſtly a very great contempt, L. 
have ſeen him as much afraid of that overbearing: / 
Hector, as ever ſchool-boy was of his pedagogue 
and yet this Hector, I ſhrewdly ſuſpect, is no mor 
than a craven at bottom heſides this defect, C. 
has another, Which he is at too little pains to hide 
— There's no faith to be given to his aſſertions, and 
no truſt to be put in his promiſes — However, ta 
give the devil his due, he is very goodnatur ed; and 
even friendly when cloſe urged in the way of ſol- 
licitation As for principle, that's out of the queſ- 
tion—In a word, he's a wit and an orator, ex- 
) tremely entertaining, and he ſhines very often at 


— 


a ©» 9 99 


5 the ex pence even of thoſe miniſters to whom he is 

5 a retainer— This is a mark of great imprudence, 
« by which he has made them all his enemies, whate- 
” ver face they may put upon the matter; aud ſooner?” i 
* or later he'll have cauſe to wiſh he had been able to 
8 keep bis own counſel—1 have ſeveral times caus 8 
* tioned him on this ſubject; but tis all preaching 
4 to the deſert—His vanity runs away with his dif- 
4 cretion—” I could not help thinking the captain 


f mſclf might have been the better for ſome hints of 
e.ſame nature — His panegyric, excluding principle 4 


6 d veracity, puts me in mind of a conteſt I once "8 
ir erheard in the way of altercation, betwixt two. 


ple-women in Spring-garden—— One of thoſe vi- 

os having hinted ſomething to the prejudice of the 
er's moral character, her antagoniſt, ſetting her 
ds in her ſides, replied “ Speak out, huſſy 1 
ſcorn your malice I own I'm both a whore and 
thief ; and what more have you to ſay ? Batigg 
that, which all the world kuows, I challenge yog 
to ſay black is the white of my eye — ”, Ws dd 9 
Wait for Mr. 158 . forth; but att 7 
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4 captain C—— had charaRterifed all the originals in 
waiting, we adjourned to a coffee-houſe, where we 
had buttered muffins and tea to breakfaſt, the {aj 
captain ſtill favouring us with his company —Nay my 
uncle was ſo diverted with his anecdotes, that he aſked 
him to dinner, and treated him with a fine turbor, to 
which he did ample juſtice — That ſame evening I ſpent 
at the tavern with ſome friends, one of whom let me 
into C— —'s character, which Mr. Bramble no ſooner 
underſtood, than he expreſſed ſome concern for the 
connexion he had made, and reſolved to diſengagef 
himſelf from it without ceremony. 

We are become members of the Society for the 
Encouragement of the Arts, and have afliſted at ſome 
of their deliberations, which were conducted with 
equal ſpirit and ſagacity— My uncle is extremely fond 
of the inſtitution, which will certainly be productixe 
of great advantages to the public, if, from its demo- 
cratical form, it does not degenerate into cabal and 
Zeorruption—You ar? already acquainted with his a- 
"verſion to the influence of the multitude, which, he? 
affirms, is incompatible with excellence and ſubrer- 
five of order Indeed his deteſtation of the mob has 
been heightened by fear, ever ſince he fainted in the 
rooms at Bath ; and this apprehenſion has prevented 
him from going to the Little Theatre in the Ha- 
market, and other places of entertainment, to which, 
however, I have had the honour to attend the ladies. 

It grates old Squaretoes to reflect, that it is not in 
his power to enjoy even the moſt elegant diverfions (f 
the capital, without the participation ef the vulgar; 
for they now thruſt themſelves into all aſſemblies, from 
a ridotto at St. James's to a hop at Rotherhithe. 

I have lately ſeen our old acquaintance Dick Ivy, 
who we imagined had died of dram- drinking; but 
he is lately emerged from the Fleet, by means of 2 
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zamphlet which he wrote and publiſhed againſt the 
awernment with ſome ſucceſs. The fale of this 
performance enabled him to appear in clean linen, 
Ind he is now going about ſoliciting ſubſcriptions for 
is poems; but his breeches are not yet in the moſt 
, to Recent order. : 
pet Dick certainly deſerves ſome countenance for his 
- me Intrepidity and perſeverance—lt is not in the power 
mer {df diſappointment, nor even of damnation, to drive 
te bim to deſpair—After ſome unſucceisful eſſays in 
he way of poetry, he commenced brandy merchant, 
16 1 believe his whole ſtock ran out through his own 
dowels ; then he conſorted with a milk-woman, who 
ept a cellar in Petty-France : but he could not make 
is quarters good; he was diflodged and driven up 
Kairs into the Kennel by a corporal in the ſecond re- 
iment of foot-guards— He was afterwards the lau- 
Neat of Black-friars, from whence there was a na- 
aral tranſition to the Fleet—As he had formerly 
iſcarried in panegyric, he now turned his thoughts 
ſatire, and really ſeems to have ſome talent for 
buſe. If he can hold out till the meeting of the 
arliament, and be prepared for another charge, in 
probability Dick will mount the pillory, or ob- 
ain a penſion, in either of which events his fortune 
ill be made—— Mean while he has acquired ſome 
agree of conſideration with the reſpectable writers 
the age; and as 1 have ſubſcribed for his works, 
e did me the favour Yother night to introduce me 
d a ſociety of thoſe geniuſes ; but I found them ex- 
edingly formal and reſerved— They ſeemed afraid 
d jealous of one another, and fat in a ſtate of mu- 
al repulſion, like ſo many particles of vapour, each 
wrrounded by its own electrified atmoſphere. Dick, 
ho has more viyacity than judgment, tried more 


once to enliven the converſation ; ſometimes 
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making an effort at wit, ſometimes letting aff a pun, 
and ſometimes diſcharging a conundrum ; nay, 2 
length he tarted a diſpute upon the hackneyed com. 
pariſon betwixt blank verſe and rhyme, and the pro. 
feſſors opened with great clamour ; but, inſtead of Þ 
keeping to the ſubject, they launched out into tedious 
diſſertations on the poetry of the ancients ; and one! 
of them, who had been a ſchool-maſter, diſplayed/ 
his whole knowledge of proſody, gleaned from! 
Diſputer and Ruddiman. At laſt, I ventured to ſa, 
I did not ſee how the ſubject in queſtion could be i | 
all elucidated by the practice of the ancients, who 
certainly had neither blank verſe nor rhyme in their 
poems, which were meaſured by feet, whereas ours 
are reckoned by the number of ſyllables— This re- 
mark ſeemed to give umbrage to the pedant, who 
forthwith involved himſelf in a cloud of Greek and! 
Latin quotations, which no body attempted to diſpel 
A confuſed hum of infipid obſervations and com- 
ments enſued ; and, upon the whole, I never paſſed} 
a duller evening in my life—Yet, without all doubt, 
ſome of them were men of learning, wit, and in.“ 
genuity. As they are afraid of making free wit 
one another, they ſhould bring each his butt, of 
whetſtone, along with him, for the entertainmez 
of the company My uncle ſays, he never deſires o 
meet with more than one wit at a time—One wi] 
like a knuckle of ham in ſoup, gives a zeſt au fi 
your to the diſh ; but more than one ſerves only ts 
ſpoil the pottige—— And now I'm afraid 1 have gr 
ven you an unconſcionable meſs, without any avout 
at all; for which, 1 ſuppoſe, you will beſtow you 
benedictions upon 

Your friend and ſervant, 
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je Italians call ben trovata; 
epeat it to my apothecary, who is a proud Scotche - 
um, very thin {kinned, and, for aught I know, may 
ave his degree in his pocket -A right Scotchman - 
as always two ftrings to his bow, and is is utrumgue 
ara Certain it is, L have not *ſcaped a ſcouring z 
But, I believe, by means of that ſcouring, I have 
caped amt worſe, perhaps a tedious fit of the 
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To DR. LEWIS. 


DEAR LEWIS, 


YOUR fable ef the monkey and the pig, is what“ 


but I ſhall not 


ut or rheumatiſm ; for my appetite began to flag, 
d I had certain croakings in the bowels, which 


ded me no good —Nay, I am not yet quite free of 


eſe remerabrances, which warn me to be gone: 
om this centre of infection 

Wat temptation can a man of my turn and tem- 
rament have, to live in a place where every corner 
ems with freſh objects of deteſtation and diſguſt Þ- 
ſhat Kind of taſte and organs muſt thoſe people 
ve, ho really prefer the adulterate enjoyments of 
2 town to the genuine pleaſures of a country re- 
at! Moſt people, I know, are originally ſedaced 
vanity, ambition, and childiſh curioſity, which can- 


t be gratified but in the b4ſy haunts of men: but 


the courſe of this gratification, their very organs 
| ſenſe are perverted, and they become habitually- 
to every reliſh of what is genuine and excellent 
its own nature. 
Shall I ſtate the difference between my town 
vances and my country comforts > At Brambls 
H 


I 


17 THE EXPEDITION OF 


ton-hall, I have elbow-room within doors, an! 
breathe a clear, elaſtic, ſalutary air enjoy refreh. I 
ing fleep, which is never diſturbed by horrid noiſe, 
nor interrupted, but in a morning by the ſweet twitte 
of the martlet at my window—l1 drink the Virgin ? 
lymph, pure and cryſtalline as it guſhes from 11, 
rock, or the ſparkling beverage home-brewed front 
malt of my own making; or I indulge with cyder, + 
which my own orchard affords; or with clat« . 
the beſt growth, imported for my own ule, by: 9 
correſpondent on whoſe integrity I can depend: 
bread is ſweet and nouriſhing, made from my cn 
wheat, ground 1a my own mill, and baked in nr : 
own oven; my table is, in a great meaſure, furn. 
ed from my own ground; my five-year old mura 
fed on the fragrant herbage of the mountains, thi 
might vie with veniſon in juice and flavour; wel 
delicious veal, fattened with nothing but the moth 
milk, that fills the diſh with gravy ; my poultry fron 
the barn-door, that never knew confinement, b. 
when they were at rooſt ; my rabbits panting fr 
the warren; my game freſh from the moors; 1 
trout and ſalmon ſtruggling from the ſtream ; oft; 
from the native banks; and herrings, with oth 
ſea-fiſh, I can eat in four hours after they are tak 
— My fallads, roots, and pot-herbs, my oven gad 
yields in plenty and perfection; the produce of i 
natural ſoil, prepared by moderate cultivation. 1 
ſame ſoy affords all the different fruits which 
gland may call her own, ſo that my deſert is et 
day freſh-gathered from the tree; my «airy flo 
with neAarous tides of milk and cream, from when 
we derive abundance of excellent batter, curds, 2 
cheeſe; and the refuſe fattens my pigs, that are 0 
fined for hams and bacon— I go to bed betimes, ? 
"Fiſe with the ſun I make ſhift to paſs the ho 
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without wearineſs or regret, and am not deſtitute of 
ch. &muſements within doors, when the weather will not 
wile Hermit me to go abroad—I read, and chat, and play 
vita St billiards, cards or back-gammon— Without doors, 
urge ſuperiutend my farm, and execute plans of improve- 
n nent, the effects of which I enjoy with unſpeakable 
frofWelight—Nor do I take lefs pleaſure in ſeeing my 
cyder tenants thrive under my auſpices, and the poor live 
uet om fortably by the employment which I provide. 
by $f ou know 1 have one or two ſenſible friends, 
: My 4 hom I can open all my heart; a bleſſing which, 
y oun perhaps, 1 might have ſought in vain among the 
in m rouded ſcenes of life: there are a few others of 
urn. ore bumble parts, whom I eſteem for their inte- 
ton a and their civ1verſation I find inoffenſive, tho? 


s, thachot very entertaining. Finally, I live in the midſt 
ir; wehe boneſt men, and truſty dependents, who, 1 flatter 
oth Wpyielf, have a diſintereſted attachment to my perſon 
ry fron W&—Y ou, yourſelf, my dear doctor, can vouch for the 
ot, vv ath of theſe aflertions. 


g f Now mark the contraſt at London — I am pent 
s; . ip in frowzy lodgings, where there is not room 
one wugh to ſwing a cat; and I breathe the (teams of 


h otha 
e take ; 

ils 
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lefs putrefaction; and theſe would, undoubtedly, 
roduce a peſtilence, if they were not qualified by 
e zrols acid of ſea-· coal, which is itſelf a pernicious, 


e of U8Wiſence to lungs of any delicacy of texture: but 
n. ena this boaſted corrector cannot prevent thoſe lau- 
hich ig, fallow looks, that diſtinguiſh the inhabitants of 
is cron on from thoſe ruddy ſwains that lead a country 
iry füße go to bed after midnight, jaded and reſtleſs 


1 coo the diſfipations of the day—1 ſtart every hour 
om my ſleep, at the horrid noiſe of the watchmen 
wing the hour through every ſtreet, and tiiunder- 
g at every door; a ſet of uſeleſs fellows, who ſerve 
other purpoſe but that of diſturbing the . hr 
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the inhabitants; and by five o'clock I ſtart out of wi 
bed, in conſequence of the ſtill more dreadful alarm Jy 
made by the country carts, and noiſy ruſticks bel- Þ 
Jowing green peaſe under my window. If I would die 


drink water, I muſt — the maukiſh contents of thi 
an open aqueduct, ex poſed to all manner of defile. ri 
ment; or ſwallow that which comes from the river þ Le 
Thames, impregnated with all the filth of London 
and Weſtminſter—Human excrement is the leaſt of. [| 
fenſive part of the concrete, which is compoſed of f 0 
all the drugs, minerals, and poiſons, uſed in mech 2 
nics and manufacture, enriched with the ae hen 
* earcaſes of beaſts and men, and mixed with tie Pe 
ſcourings of all the wath-tubs, Kennels, and commoa- | by 
1 


ſewers, within the bills of mortality. | 
This is the agreeable potation, extolled by the Lon- Þ 
doners, as the fineſt water in the univerſe—As to JF * 
the intoxicating potion ſold for wine, it is a vie, I 
unpalatable, and pernicious ſophiſtication, balder- 
daſhed with cyder, corn-ſpirit, and the juice of {loes. 
In an action at law, laid againſt a carman for having 
Raved a caſk of port, it appeared from the evidenc? 
of the cooper, that there were not above five gallons 
of real wine in the whole pipe, which held abovea 
hundred, and even that had been brewed and adulte- 
rated by the merchant at Oporto. The bread I ei 
in London is a deleterious paſte, mixed up with 
chalk, alum, and bone-athes ; infipid to the taſte, and 


deſtructive to the conſtitution. The good pevple ar o 
not ignorant of this adulteration ; but they prefer It ts 5 
wholeſome bread, becauſe it is whiter than the mad 0 


of corn: thus they ſacrifice their taſte and thei 
health, and the lives of their tender infants, to! 
Moſt abſurd gratification of a miſ-judging eye; a! 
the miller, or the baker, is obliged to potion ther 
and their families, in order to live by his profeſſion. 
The ſame monſtrous depravity appears in their ye 
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which is bleached by repeated bleedings, and others 


of villainous arts, till there is not a drop of juice left in 
in Fthe body, and the poor animal is paralytic before it 
5 dies; ſo void of all taſte, nouriſhment, and fs vour, 
* that a man might dine as comfortably on a white 
** fricaſee of Kid-ſkin gloves, or chip hats from 
Leghorn. 

oo | As they have diſcharged the natural colour from 
* their bread, their butchers- meat and poultry, their 


10 | cutlets, ragouts, ſricaſees, and ſauces of all kinds; ſo 
* they infiſt upon having the complexion of their pots, 
herbs menced, even at the hazard af their lives. 
Perhaps you will hardly believe they can be ſo mad as 
3 1 0 boil their greens with braſs half -PENCe, in order to 
improve their colour; and yet nothing is more true 3 
Pr iadeed, without this improvement in the colour, they 
„owe no perſonal merit. They are produced in an 
Myrtificial foil, and taſte of nothing but the dunghills 


. 


. rom whence they ſpring. My cabbage, cauliflower, 
does Þ1d ſparagus in the country, are as much fuperior m 
zvinÞ avour * thoſe that are ſold in Covent- garden, as 
lence BD beat mutton is to that of St. James's- market; 
+llons luch, in fact, is neither lamb nor mutton, but ſome» 


— Wing betwixt the two, gorged in the rank fens of 
Pr : coin and Eſſex, pale, coarſe, and frowzy—As for 
Wc pork, it is an abominable carnivoreus animal, 


Y ( with borſe-Hlefh and diſtillers grains; and the 
te, aul poultry is all rotten, in conſequence of a fever, occa- 
le act oned by the infamous practice of fewing up the 
8 * u ut, that they may be the ſooner fattened in coopy 
. na conſequence of this crael retention. 


| ther Or the fich, 1 need f.y nothing in this hot weas 
to er, but that it comes ſixty, ſeventy, fourſcore, and 
hundred miles by land-carriagez a Circumſtance 
1 them cient, without any comment, to turn a Dutchs a 
fefiion. > ſtomach, even if his noſe was not ſaluted in 


zr yea 
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every alley with the ſweet flavour of fre/> mackareh 
ſelling by retail.— This is not the ſeaſon for oyſters ; 
nevertheleſs, it may not be amiſs to mention, that the 
right Colcheſter are kept in ſlime-pits, occaft.nally F 
overflowed hy the fea; and that the green colour, Ha 
ſo much admired by the voluptuaries of this metro. pf 
polis, is occaſioned by the vitriolic ſcum which rites 
on the ſurface of the ſtagnant and ſtinking water — 
Our rabbits are bred and fed in the poulterer's cell; 


J 
where they have neither air nor exerciſe, conſequ-nt!y # 
they muſt be firm in fleſh, and delicious in favour; wi 
and there is no game to be had for love or money, Fan 
It muſt be owned. that Covent Garden aftor!; Wt 
ſome good fruit ; which, however, is always engro- Fe! 
ſed by a few individuals of overgrown fortune, nu 
exorbitant price; ſo that little elſe than the ref {bc 
of the market falls to the ſhare of the comm; 
and that is diſtributed by ſuch filthy hands, as 1 cn MSc 
not look at without loathing. It was but yetterd 7 Ct 
that I ſaw a dirty barrow-bunter in the ſtreet, c 8 al 
her daſty fruit with her own ſpittle; and, who K Wy. i 
but ſome fine lady of St. James's pariſh might admi . 
into her delicate mouth thoſe very cherries, ui 
had been rolled and moiſtened between the fit 
and, perhaps, ulccrated chaps of a St. -Giles's hnckli8pv 
I need not dwell upon the pallid, contain | 
maſh which they call ſtrawberries ; ſoiled nd ti 
by greaſy paws through twenty baſkets cruſted u 
dirt; and then prefented with the worſt milk,t111c\: 
ed with the worſt flour, into a bad likeneſs of cr, 
but the milk itſelf ſhould not pats unanalyfe—_F 
produce of faded cabbage-leaves and ſour draf, los 1 
ered with hot water, fn othed with bruiſed ſs, 
ried through the ſtreets in open pails, expoſe tof i 
rinſings diſcharged from doors and windows, * 


ſnot, and tobacco-quids from foot-paſſengeis, ws 
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dreh NRowings from mud - carts, ſpatterings from coach- 
ers; Nx heels, dirt and traſh chucked into it by roguiſh boys 
t the or the joke's ſake, the ſpewings of infants who 
nally {ave ſlabbered in the tin-meaſure, which is thrown 
our, Pack in that condition among the milk, for the benefit 
„ro- pf the next cuſtomer ; and, nally, the vermin that 
rites [props from the rags of the naſty drab that vends this 
r precious mixture under the reſpectable denomination 
tar Pe milk-maid. 

ntl} 8 1 ſhall conclude this catalogue of London dainties 
vir; avith that table-beer, guiltleſs of hops and malt, vapid 
-v, Und nauſeous, much fitter to facilitate the oper:'tion- 
erg pt a vomit, than to quench thirſt and promote di- 
79]. FFeſtion ; the tallowy rancid maſs. called butter, ma- 
at an | uſactured with candle-greaſe and kitchen-ſtuff, and 
refs heir freſh eggs imported from France and Scotland 
Now, all theſe enormities might be remedied with 


möfz | 
en- Merry little attention to the article of police, or civil 
teri egulation; but the wiſe patiiots of London have 


„ Waken it into their heads, that all regulation is incon- 
cor tent with liberty, and that every man ovght to live 
In his own way, without reſtraint—Nay, as there is 


admit 

v1 Wot ſenſe enough left among them to be difcompaſed 
tn y the nuifances I have mentioned, they may, for 
Klee pught 1 ce, wallow in the mire of them own pol» 
M111 gut on, 


A companionable man will, undoubtedly, put up 
vith many inconveniences for the ſake of enjoying 
W:recable fucicty. A facetious friend of mine uſed 
0 ſay, the wine could not be bad where the corapauy 
Vas agreeable ; a maxim which, however, ouglit to 
e taken cam grand ſalis: but what is the ſociety of 
ondou, that I ſhould be tempted, for its ſake, Wt 
notify my ſenſes, and compound with ith undlean- 
pittk els as my ſoul abhurs? All the people I ſee, are tag 
nuch engrofſed by ſchemes of intereſt or arabitiony 
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have any room left for ſentiment or friendſhip. 
Even in ſome of my old acquaintance, thofe ſchemes 
and purſuits have obliterated all traces of our former 
{connexion— Converſation is reduced to party. if. 
putes, and illiberal altercation— focial commerce, o. 
formal viſits and card-playing—lf you pick up a d 
-verting original by accident, it may be dangerous ty / 
-amuſe yourſelf with his oddities—He is general; 
«tartar at bottom; a ſharper, a ſpy, Or A lunatich® ; 
Every perſon you deal with endeavours to over-rea:\þ4 
you in the way of buſineſs ; you are preyed upon HN 
idle mendicants, who beg in the phraſe of borrowing, Þ 
and live upon the ſpoils of the ſtranger —Your trede- 
men are without conſcience, your friends w.thouÞ 
affection, and your dependants without fivel.ty— | 
My letter would ſwell into a treatiſe, were Ito p 
-particularize every cauſe of offence that fills up the 
_ meaſure of my averſion to this, and every otizrff 
crowded city—Thank Heaven! I am not fo 1 t 


ſucked into the vortex, but that I can diſengage my 

| ſelf without any great effort of philoſophy = 
this wild uproar of knavery, folly, and impertinence 
'T ſhall fly with double reliſh to tie ſerenity of retire = c. 
ment, the cordial effuſions of unreterved fig shi 5 ti 
the hoſpitality and protection of the rural gods; mn 8 6 
word, the jucunda oblivia vit, which Horace hins q 
ſelf had not taſte enongh to enjoy. 8 

I have agreed for a good travelling coach and feu 0. 

at a guinea a- day, for three months certain ; and nene 
week we intend to begin our journey to the N tr. 
hoping fti!! to be with you by the latter end of 0:88 fe 
%tober—LI ſha'l continue to write from every ſtg g 1 
where we make any conſiderable halt, as often as any 
thing occurs which I think can afford you the lea 
amuſement. In the mean time, I muſt beg yo 
will ſuperintend the oxconomy of Barnes, with reſpe4 
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p— Ws my hay and corn harveſt ; aſſured that my ground 
emes produces nothing but what you may freely call your 


mea own—On any other terms I ſhould be aſhamed to 
9 ubſcribe my ſelt . 

e, to Lour invariable friend, 

4 London, June 8. MATT. BRAM RLE. 
o 

mat; a 1 21577 0 2er ee rrete Nesse: zee Tan ; 
rea \\ | 

on by |: o Sir WATKIN PH1LLYPs, Bart. of Jeſus Colts 
wing, lege, Oxon. 

radeſ· 

thou DEAR PHILLIPS, 


IN my laſt, I mentioned my having ſpent an 
e lo geening with a ſociety of authors, who ſeemed to be 
ap the ealous and afraid of one another. My uncle was 
Out if ot at all ſurpriſed to hear me ſay I was diſappointed 
ſo {FF their converſation. © A man may be very enter- 
e m taining and inſtructive upon paper (ſaid he), and 
-Fron . exceedingly dull in common diſcourſe. I have 
ence obſerved, that thoſe who ſhine moſt in private 
ret: company, are but ſecondary ſtars in the conſtella- 
e tion of genius—A ſmall ſtock of ideas is more ea- 
; 11 SF lily managed, and ſooner diſplayed, than a great 
c 110 quantity crowded together. There is very ſeldom 

any thing extraordinary in the, appearance and ade 
feu dreſs of a good writer; whereas a dull author ge- 
id nech nerally diſtinguiſhes himſelf by ſome oddity or ex- 
Nor travagance. For this reaſon, I fancy that an aſs 
of 0:88 ſembly of Grubs muſt be very diverting.” 
te My curioſity being excited by this hint, I conſulted 
45 ay friend Dick Ivy, who nndertook to gratify it the 
de leiery next day, which was Sunday laft.— He carried 
es 10s to dine with S——, whom you and I have long 
reſp:laowa by his writings, —Le lives in the Iirts of tds 
H 5 
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town, and every Sunday his houſe is open to all un. MW... 
fortunate brothers. of the quill, whom he treats with ilte 
beef, pudding, and potatoes, port, punch, and Cal hat 
vert's entire butt beer.— He has fixed upon the ff a 
day in the week for the exerciſe of his hoſpitality, Col 
becauſe ſome of his gueſts could not enjoy it on any Mica 
other, for reaſons that I need not explain. I Isen 
Civilly received in a plain, yet decent habitation, Mon 
which opened backwards into a very pleaſant garden, pO 
kept in excellent order; and, indeed, I ſaw none on 
bf the outward figns of authorſhip, either in the | 
houſe or the landlord, who is one of thoſe few Mie 
writers of the age that ſtand upon their own found. Mill 
tion, without patronage, and above dependence. If i 
there was nothing characteriſtic in the entertainer, 
£ 


al 
the company made ample amends for his want of ö 
ſingularity. 

At two in the afternoon, I found myſelf one of {ex 
ten meſs-mates ſeated at table; and I queſtion if the | 
whole kingdom could produce ſuch another afiem- 
blage of originals. Among their peculiarities, I 4% 
not mention thoſe of dreſs, which may be purely ac. 
cidental. What ſtruck me were oddities originally 
produced by affectation, and afterwards confirmed by 
Habit. One of them wore ſpeRacles at dinner, aud | 
another his hat flapped; though (as Ivy told me) 
the firſt was noted for having a ſeaman's eye, when WS | 
a bailiff was in the wind; and the other was never WT | 
known to labour under any weakneſs or defed WF * 
of viſion, except about five years ago, when he | 

I | 
| 


© ed. wo» VIS PE 3-1 AY 
_— — — mm 


Mas complimented with a couple of black eyes by a 
player, with whom be had quarrelled in his drink. 
A third wore a laced ftocking, and made uſe of 
cruicſies, becauſe, once in his life, he had been laid 
up with a broken leg, thpugh no man could leap 
ever a ſtick with more agility, A fourth had con- 
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vn. Nracted ſuch an antipathy to the country, that he in- 

wita ted upon ſitting with his back towards the window 

Cal Mat looked into the garden; and when a diſh of 

fir auliflower was ſet upon the table, he ſnuffed up 
ality, olatile ſalts to keep him from fainting ; yet, this de- 

| any Micate perſon was the ſon of a cottager, born under a 

v2[edge, and had many years run wild among aſſes on a 

Von gormon, A fifth affected diſtraction When 
rden. poke to, he always auſwered from the purpoſe 

none i ometimes he ſuddenly ſtarted up, and rapped out &- 
1 the greadful oath—ſometimes he burſt out a-laughing— 

few WMiicn he folded his arms, and ſighed—and then he 
mda. ö tiſſed like fiſty ſerpents. 

At firſt, I really thought he was mad, and, as he 
uner, Nat near me, began to be under ſome apprehenſions 
int of or my own ſafety, when our landlord, perceiving 

Ke alarmed, affured me aloud that I had nothing te 
ne of Wear. “ The gentleman (ſaid he) is trying to act a 
if the part, for which he is by no means qualified—if he 
{lems had all the inclinativa in the world, it is not in his 
Lo power to be mad. His ſpirits are too flat to be 
y ac- kindled into frenzy.” © Tis no bad p-p. puff, 
nally now-ow-ever (obſerved a perſon in a tarniſhed 
ed by BE laced coat): att ffected m-madneſs w-will p- paſs 
„ and for w-wit w-with mne-ninet-teen out of t-twenty.” 
me) r And attected ſtutter ing for humour, replied eur 


rr 


when WE landlord, though, God knows, there is no affinity 
never WE betwixt them,” It ſeems, this wag, after having 
lefet WE made ſome abortive attempts in plain ſpeakingys 
en he had recourſe to this defect, by means of which he 
by z frequently extorted the laugh of the company 
rink, it out the leaſt expence of genius: and that im- 
ſe of WerfeQivon, which he had at firſt counterfeited, was 


1 laid ew become fo 'lubitual, that he could not lay it 
leap . 


con- TS H 6 
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A certain winking genius, who wore yellow gloves e 
at dinner, bad, on his firſt introduction, taken fuch Nr 
offence at S——, becauſe he looked and talked, and t 
ate and drank, like any other man, that he ſpoke con. | e 
temptuouſly of his underſtanding ever after, and never H 
would repeat his vifit, until he had exhibited the -! 
jowing proof of his caprice. Wat Wyvil, the pet, 
> Having made ſome unſucceſsful advances tour n 
mtimacy with 8 z at lait gave him to underſtand, 
by a third perſon, that he had written a phem in his 
praiſe, and a ſatire againſt his perſon; that if he 
would admit him to his houſe, the firtt fovld he 
immediately ſent to preſs; but that if be perfited in 
declining his friendſhip, he would publith the {ate 
without delay, S—— replied, that he looked i410 
Wyvil's panegyric as, in effect, a ſpecies of mfmy, 
and would reſeit it accordingly with a good cudgel!; 
but if he publiſhed the ſatire, he might deſerve big 
compaſſion, and had nothing to fear from tis re. 
venge. Wyvil having conſidered the alterrative, 
reſolved to mortify S—— by printing the panegvriic, i 
for which he received a ſound drubbing. Thi WB 7 
ſwore the peace againſt the aggreiior, who, in over BY 
to avoid a proſecution at law, admitted him to th 
good graces, It was the ſingularity in $S——'s c- 
duet on this occaſion, that reconciled him to the 14+ 
Jow-gloved philoſopher, who owned he had fon: i 
genius, and from that period cultivated his a-W © 


r 
* Sat p 833 
hay ww 


guaintance. V 
Curious to know upon what ſubjects the ſever 
taients of my fellow-gneſts were eniployed, 1 apy) cy " 
to my communicative friend, Dick Ivy, who gave ng V 
to underſtand that moſt of them were, or h:d be 
underſtrappers, or journeymen, to more credit 
authors, for whom they tranſlated, collated, and com : 


piled, in the bufinets of book-makiug ; and that a 
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of them had at different times laboured in the ſer- 
vice of our landlord, though they had now ſet up-for 
themſelves in various departments of literature, Not 
only their talents, but alſo their nations and dialects, 
were ſo various, that our converſation reſembled the 
confuſion of tongues at Babel. We had the Iriſh 
brogue, the Scotch accent, and foreign idiom, twanged 
oft by the muſt diſcordant vociferation ; for, as they 
all ſpoke together, no man had any chance to be 


heard, unleſs he could bawl louder than his fellows, 


It muſt be owned, however, there was nothing pe- 
dantic in their diſcourſe; they carefully avoided all 
learned diſquiſitions, and ende voured to be facetivusz 
nor did their endeavours always miſcarry —fome 


droll repartees paſſed, and much laughter was excited; 


and if any individual loſt his temper fo far as to tranſ- 
greſs the bounds of decorum, he was effectually 


checked by the matter of the feaſt, who exerted a 


ſort of paternal authority over this writable tribe. 
The moſt learned philoſopher of the whole col 


lection, who had been expelled the univerſity for 


atheiſm, has made great progreſs in refutation of lord 


$ Bolingbroke's metaphyſical works, which is ſaid to 
be equally ingenious and orthodox; but, in the mean 


time, he has been preſented to the grand jury as A 
public nuiſance, for having blatphemed in an ales 
houſe on the Lord's day. The Scotchman gives legs 
tures on the pronunciation of the Engliſh language 
which he is now publiſhing by ſubſcription. 

The Iriſhman is a political writer, and goes by the 
name of my Lord Potatoe. He wrote a pamphiet 1 
vindication of a miniſter, hoping his zeal would be 
rewarded with {ume place or penſion; but finding 
himſelf neglected in tlut quarter, he .whiſpered 
about, that the pamphlet was written by the miniſte 
himſelf, and he pulled au auſwer to his own pr 
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Auction. In this he addreſſed the author under the 
mitle of your lord/Þip with ſuch ſolemnity, that the public 
Wallowed the deceit, and bought up the whole im. WF ©! 
preſſion. The wiſe politicians of the metropolis de. tl 
Elared they were both maſterly performances, aid IP 
chuckled over the flimſy reveries of an ignorant gar. 
retteer, as the profound ſpeculations of a veteran I 
Rateſman, acquainted with all the ſecrets of the ca. 
Diner. The impoſtor was detected in the ſequel, and 
our Hibernian pamphleteer retains no part of his af. 
Jumed importance but the bare title of my lord, and 
the upper part of the table at the potatoe-orcinary in 
Shoe-lane. 

Oppoſite to me ſat a Piedmonteſe, who had oblig. 
ed the public with a humorous ſatire, entituled Th 
Balance of the Engliſh Poets, a performance which 
Evinced the great modeſty and taſte of the author, 
and, in particular, his intimacy with the elegancics of 
de Englith language. The ſage who laboured un- 
der the ayePoic, or horror of green fields, had juſt 
finiſhed a treatiſe on practical agriculture, though, in 
fact, he had never ſecn corn growing in his life, and 
Was ſo ignorant of grain, that our entertainer, in th 
Face of the whole company, made him own, that! 
plate of hominy was the beſt rice pudding he ha 
ever eat. 

The ſtutterer had almoſt finiſhed his travels thr) 
Europe and part of Aſia, without ever budging be 
yond the liberties of the King's-Bench, excep: | 
term time, with a tip ſtaff for his companion; and 
as for little Tim Cropdale, the mott facetious mem. 
Per of the whole ſociety, he had liappily wound u 
he cataltroplie of a virgin tragedy, from the ex 
tion of which he promiſed himielf a large fund 
profit aud reputation. Tim had made ſhift to Us 
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many years by writing novels, at the rate of five 
pounds a volume ; but that branch of buſineſs is now 
engroſſed by female authors, who publiſh merely for 
the propagation of virtue, with ſo much eaſe, and 
W ſpirit, and delicacy, and knowledge of the human 
| heart, and all in the ſerene tranquillity of high life, 
WS that the reader is not only inchanted by their genius, 
but reformed by their morality, | 
After dinner, we adjourned into the garden, where 
FJ obſerved Mr. S— give a ſhort ſeparate audience to 
every individual in a ſmall remote filbert- walk, from 
F\ hence molt of them dropt off one after another, 
Pvitnout farther ceremony; but they were replaced 
: * freſh recruits of the ſame clan, who came to make 
bn afternoon's viſit ; and, among others, a ſpruce 
Pookſeller, called Birkin, who rode his own geldings. 
nd made his appearance in a pair of new jemmy 
zoots, with maſſy ſpurs of plate, It was not withe 
Put reaſon, that this midwife of the Muſes uſed ex- 


ESrciſe a horſeback, for he was too fat to walk a- foot 
+ Ind he underwent ſome ſarcaſms from Tim Crops 
„ie, on his unwieldy ſize and inaptitude for motion. 
and WW. . f 
„ ikin, who took umbrage at this poor author's pe- 
* Plance in preſuming to joke upon a man ſo much 
| ha cher than himſelf, told him, he was not fo unwieldy 
that he could move the Marſhalſea court for a 
vr; i rit, and even overtake him with it, if he did not 
: * ry ſpeedily come and ſettle accounts with him, re- 
eig the expence of publiſhing his laſt Ode to the 
* ng of Pruſſia, of which he had fold but three, and 
; * > of them was to Whitefield the methodiſt. Tim 
Y ted to receive this intimation with good humour, 
"1k W's, be expected in a poſt or two from Potzdamy 
* em of thanks from his Pruſſian majeſty, who 
* ww very well how to pay poets in their own coin; 


in the mean time, be propoſed, that Mr. Birkin 
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and he ſhould run three times round the garden for 
a bowl of punch, to be drank at Aſhley's in the even- 
ing, and he would run boots agginſt ſtockings. The 
bookſcller, who valued bimſelf upon his mettle, was 
perſuaded to accept the challenge, and he forthwith 
rehgned his boots to Cropdale, who, when he h:d 
put them on, was no bad repreſentation of captain 
Piſtol in the play. f 
Every thing being adjuſted, they ſtarted together, 
with great impetuoſity, and, in the ſecond roun!, Þ 
Birkin had clearly the advantage, /arding the lean ca " 
as he puff d along. Cropdale had no mind to conteſ 
the victory farther ; but, in a twinkling, diſappeared 
through the back. door of the garden, which opened 
into a private lane, that had communication with 
the high road. The ſpectators immediately began to 
halloo, Stole away !” and Birkin ſet off in purſut 
of him with great eagerneſs ; but he had not advanced 
twenty yards in the lane, when a thorn running in'v 
is foot, ſent him hopping back into the garden, W 
roaring with pain, and ſwearing with vexation. When 1 
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the was delivered from this annoyance by the Scott 
man, who had been bred to ſurgery, he looked abu ol 
him wildly, exclaiming, ** Sure, the fellove won't be 5 0 
& ſuch a rogue as to run clear away with my boots” 
Our landlord having reconnoitred the ſhoes he hal * VQ 
left, which, indeed, hardly deſerved that nana" 


« Pray (ſaid be), Mr. Birkin, wa'n't your boots ny ©! 
of calf-ſkin?”” “ Calf-ſkin or cow-1kin (rep/ s 
the other), I'll find a flip of ſheep-ſkin that vi the 
do his buſineſs—I loſt twenty pounds by his fh mne 
& which you perſuaded me to buy—I am out 
& pocket five pounds by his dama'd ode; and n 
this pair of boots, bran new, coſt me thirty Qhillivg 
* as per receipt. —But this affair of the boots i 
* lony—tranſportation..-l']}} have the dog ind 
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« at the Old Bailey — I will, Mr. 8 . Twill 
« revenged, even though I ſhould loſe my debt in 
% conſequence of his conviction,” | 

Mr. 8 ſaid nothing at preſent, but accommo- 
dated him with a pair of ſhoes ; then ordered his 


ſervant to rub him down, ard comfort him with a 


glaſs of rum- punch, which ſeemed, in a great mea- 


ure, to cool the rage of his indignation. '& After 


er, 
i, 
th 
telt 
wed 
ned 
with 
N i0 
riut 


nced 7 
imo s 


© all (faid our landlord), this is no more than a hum- 


3 bug in the way of wit, though it deſervgs a more 


' reſpeRable epithet, when conſidered as an effort of 
invention. Tim, being (1 ſuppoſe) out of credit 
© with the cordwainer, fell upon this ingenions expe- 
dient to ſupply the want uf ſhozs, knowing that 


Mr. Birkin, who loves humour, would himfelf re- 
#* li!h the joke upon a little recollection. Cropd:le 


literally lives by his wit, which he has exerciſed 
upon all his friends in their turns. He once hore 
rowed my poney for five or fix days to go to Salife 


rden, i bury, and fold him in Smithfield at his returns 
Vie WR This was a joke of ſuch a ſerious nature, that, in 
oc the firſt tranſports of my pation, I had ſome 


about $ 


thoughts of protecuting him for horſe-ſtealing; 


the 5 and even when my reſentment had in ſome meas 


OO 


e hal 


nam, 


nun 


replic 
lat vi! 
o fart 

OW. 
1d nf 
hilling 
ts 18 K 
indie 


ure ſubſided, as he induttriouſly avoided me, I 
vowed, I would take ſatisfaction on hitSribs, with 
the firtt opportunity. One day, ſeeing him at ſome 
dittance in the ftreet, coming towards me, I bes 
gan to prepare my cane for action, and walked in 
the ſhadow of a porter tlut he might not perceive 
me ſoon enough to» make his eſcape; but, in the 
very inſtant I bad lifred up the inttrumeat of core 
rection, I found Tim Crop ile nietamorphoſed in- 
0 a miſerab'e blind wretch feeling his way with 
long flick from poſt to poſt, and rolling about 
Wo bald ualighted orbs inſtead of eyes. I was 
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* exceedingly ſhocked at having ſo narrowly eſcapeſ 
& the concern and diſgrace that would have attended 
« f{uch a miſapplication of vengeance : but, next day, 
Tim prevailed upon 3a friend of mine to come ad 
« ſolicit my forgiveneſs, and offer his note, payable 
& in ſix weeks, for the price of the poney.—ThisÞ 
4 gentleman gave me to underſtand, that the blind 
& man was no other than Cropdale, who having (on Þ 
« me advancing, and gueiling my intent, had umme. 
& diately converted himſelf into the ohject aforeſad- 
I was ſo diverted at the ingenuity of the ev:{,f8 
& that I agreed ro pardon: his offence, refuſing hu 
& note, however, that 1 might Keep a profecutia 
4 for felony hanging over his head, as a ſecurity ſu 
*© his future good behaviour. — But Timothy wou 


4 by no means truſt himſelf in my hands til the noe Bh 
% was accepted—then he made his appearaice at init 
% door as a blind beggar, and impoſed in ſuch is 
« manner upon my man, who had been his old xh 
« .quan.tance and pot. companion, that the ſehuße o 
& threw the door in his face, and even threat e g 
give him the baſtinado. Hearing a noiſe in v 
% hall, I went thither, and immediateiy recollec..# v 
& the figure 1 had paſled in the ſticet, accuttcd HH f 
4 by his own name, to the unſpeakable atom? 
& of the footman.” 1 C 
Birkin dectyed be loved a joke as well 25 ano! a c 

- Hut aſked if avy of the company could tell Wie t 
Mr. Cropdale lodged, that he miglu {end bim 2 751 f 
poſal about reſtitution, before the bauts fhowld h 
made away with. „ 1 would willingly give h e 
« a pair of new ſhoes, (said be) and half a gun il 
« into the bargain, for the boots, which fitted a; 
„ like a glove; and I ſhan't be able to get the {A 1 
4% of them till che good weather for riding is aß o 
The ſtuttering wit declared, that the vniy 10 a 
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pet rbich Cropdale ever kept, was the place of his 
wet Modgings; but he believed, that, during the heats of 
day, Hummer, be commonly took nis repoſe upon a bulk, 
aud r indulged himfelf, in freſco, with one of the ken- 
able el nymphs uncer the portico of St. Martin's church. 
This BF Pox on him! (cried the bookſeller) he might as 
blind well have taken my whip and ſpurs—In that caſe, 
cen he mighit have been tempted to ſteal another horſe, 
me.“ and then he would have rid to the devil of courſe.” 


- After coffee, I took my leave of Mr. S——, with 
um proper acknowledgments of his civility, and was ex- 
s Iv remcly well pleaſed with the entertainment of the 
ta Wy, thungh not yet ſatisfied, with reſpect to the 
ty (i ure of this connexion betwixt a man of character 
von the literary world and a parcel of authorlings, 
: noe ho, in all probability, would never be able to ac- 
at ure any degree of reputation by their labours. Ona 
ſuch 1 Wis head I interro gated my conductor, Dick Ivy, 


1d ho anſwered me to this effet— “ One would ima- 
ſeluußß ginc S—— bad ſome view to his own intereſt, in 
6c 0 giving countenance and afiſtance to thoſe people, 
I. 8 whom he knows to be bad men, as well as bad 
dec waters; but, if he has any ſuch view, he will 
hc find himfelf diſappointed ; for if he is fo vain as to 
ume imagine he can make them ſubſervient to has 

| ſchemes of profit or ambition, ttey.are gunning 
nel cnough to make him their property in the mean 
whe time. There is not one of the CONLEY you have 
af ſeen to-day (my ſelf excepted) who does not OWS 
ould | him particular obligations — One of them he bail» 
ed out of a ſpurging-houſe, and after wards paid 
the debt — anocher he tranſlated into his family 
and clothed, when he was turned out half naked 
from jail, in conſequence of an act for the relief 
of inſolvent debtors—a third, who was reduced to 
a woolen nigbt-cap, and lived upon fheeps tr 
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ters, up three pair of ſtairs back ward in Butcher 
** row, he took into prefent pay and free quarters, 
& and enabled him to appear as a gentleman, with. 
, out having the fear of ſheriff's officers before hs 
& eyes. Thoſe v/ho are in diſtreſs he ſupplics with Þ 
money when he has it, and with his credit when 


he is out of caſh. When they want buſineſs, he | 
either finds employment for them in his own fer. . 
vice, or recommends them to bookſellers to exc. MH. 
& cute ſome project he has formed for their ſub{i. ÞÞ$ | 
& tence. They are always welcome to his table „ 
& (which, though plan, is plentiful), and to his god. 
„ offices, as far as they will go; and when they ſee . 
& occaſion, they make uſe of his name with the mult | 
„ petulant familiarity ; nay, they do not even ſcrupe Þ 9 
& to arrogate to themſelves the merit of ſome of li |& ., 
performances, and have been known to 1e}] cher] 1 
* own lucuhrations as the produce of his bran, h 
The Scutchman you ſaw at dinner once per{cnted : 
% him at an ale-houſe in Weſt-Smithfield, and, np , 
„the character of S— —, had his head broke by! tl 
% cow-keeper, for having ſpoke difreſpeRtſu'ly of 1, 
& the Chriſtian religion; but he took the law of hm = 
in his own perſong and the affailant was fein vÞS n. 
% give him ten pounds to withdraw his action.“ ul 

I abſerved, that all this appearance of liberty 7 
the ſide of Mr. S—— was eafily accounted for, ug. 
the ſuppoſition that they flattered him in privats, av re 
engaged his adverſaries in public; and yet I 7; 
niſhed, when I recollected that I had often ten (1 | 
writer virulently abuſed in papers, poems, ag... 
pamphlets, and not a pen was drawn in Ins defence po; 
«© But you will be more aſtoniſhed (ſaid he) whe dug! 
6 L aſſure you, thoſe very gueſts whom you e 4Wrac 
& his table to-day, were the authors of great put nis 


& that abuſe; and he himſelf is well aware of ths 
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particular favours, for they are all eager to detect 
and betray one another.” — © But this is doing the 
devil's work for nothing (cried 1). What ſhould 
induce them to revile their benefactor without pro- 
vocation ?” “ Envy (anfwered Dick) is the ge- 
neral incitement; but they are galled by an addi- 
tional ſcourge of provocation. 8 directs a- 
literary journal, in which their productions are 
neceſſarily brought to trial; and though many of 
them have been treated with ſuch lenity and fa- 
vour as they little deferved, yet the ſlighteſt cen- 
ſure, ſuch as, perhaps, could not be avoided with 
any pretenſions to candour and impartiality, has- 
rankled in the hearts of thoſe authors to ſuch a de- 


* gree, that they have taken immediate vengeance . 


on the critic in anonymous libels, letters, and lam 
Indeed all the writers of. the age, good 
bad, and indifferent, from the moment he aſſum- 
ed this office, became his enemies, either profeſſed: 
or in petto, except thoſe of his friends who knew 
they had nothing to fear from his tritures ; and 
he muſt be a wiſer man than me, who can tell 
what advantage or ſatisfaction he derives from 
having brought. ſuch a neſt of hornets about his- 


ears.” | 

8 I owned, that was a point which might deſerve 
{eration ; but ſtill I exprefled a defire to know 
real motives for continuing his friendſhip to a ſet” 


raſcals equally ungrateful and inſignificant. -He-: 
|, he did not pretend to aſſign any reaſonable mo- 
e; that, if the truth muſt be told, the man was, 
point of conduct, a moſt incorrigible fool; that, 
dugh he pretended to have a knack at hitting off 
rafters, he blundered ſtrangely in the diſtribution 
his favours, which were generally beſtowed on 


moſt undeſerving of theſe who had recourſe. te 
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his aſſiſtance; that, indeed, this preference was not hh 
much owing to a want of diſcernment as to wa {Wim 
of reſolution, for he had not fortitude enough to refit elf 
the importunity even of the mott worthtefs ; and, ein 
he did not know the value of money, there was ver hut! 
little merit in parting with it ſo eaſily ; that lis pre 
was gratified in ſeeing himſelf courted by ſuch Mity, 
number of literary dependants ; that, probablv, Won 
delighted in hearing them expoſe and tradnce ons 


another; and, finally, from their information, be 1 
became acquainted with all the tranſactions of Gr. tl 
{treet, which he had ſome thoughts of comp'liny,|W:tv 
for the entertainment of the public, Ut y 
I could not help ſuſpectiug, from Dick's diſconr',Þ 
that he had ſome particular grudge againſt S—— 
upon whofe conduct he had put the worſt conltru-Þ Lo 
tion it would bear; and, by dint of croſs-ex . 
tion, I found he was not at all fatisfied with the cl. 
rater which had been given in the review of his ba 
performance, though it had been treated civilly, vB 
conſequence of the author's application to the critic, 
By all accounts 8 is not without weakneG e 5 
caprice ; but ke is certainly good humoured ani ci. © 
lized ; nor do I find, that there is any thing ov = T1 
bearing, cruel, or implacable, in his difpoſition, ou 
I have dwelt ſo long upon authors, that you wah! 
perhaps ſuſpect I intend to enroll myfelf among e. 
fraternity; but, if I were actually qualified for tay! 
proſeſſion, it is at beſt but a deſperate reſource am 
ſtarving, as it affords no proviſion fer old age a8” 
infirmity. Salmon, at the age of fourſcore, is '"* 
in a garret, compiling matter at a guinea a ſhe: i | 
a modern hiſtorian, who, in point of age, mig W's 
his grand-child ; and Pſalmanazar, after having rus - 
dv 


ed half a century in the literary mill, in all the fl 
-plicity and abſtinence of an Aſiatic, ſubſiſts upon 
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harity of a few bookſellers, juſt ſufficient to Keep 
im from the pariſh — I think Guy, who was him 
clit elf a bookſeller, ought to have appropriated one 
d, 3Þ@ving or ward of His hoſpital to the uſe of decayed 
very uthors ; though, indeed, there is neither hoſpitzly 
prileggollege, nor work-houfe, within the bills of morta- 
2h ty, large enough to contain the poor of this ſociety, 
„ be ompoſed, as it is, from the refuſe of every other 
one Profeſſion. 

1 know not Whether you will find any amuſement 
this account of an odd race of mortals, whoſe con- 
tation had, I own, greatly intereſted the curive 
ty of | 


| 0 
vam 


„ def 
Jrub. 
Aung 
* 

Yours, 


orie 


London, June io, J. MsLFoRD. 


„ro Miſs LzTITia WILLIS, at Glouceſter. 


Py My Dax LITT, 
oa THERE is ſomething on my ſpirits, which 1 


ky 
on. ould not venture to communicate by the poſt, 
ov ing the opportunity of Mrs, Brentwood's return, 
0g t W(cize it eagerly to diſburthen my poor heart, which 
for 188 0Pprefled with fear and vexation.—O Letty ! what 
- aa mi lerable ſitvation it is to be without a friend to 
hom one can apply for counſel and confolation in 


age! 

i do treſs! I hinted in my laſt, that one Mr. Barton 
meet deen very particular in his civilities: I can no 
nieht iger miſtake his meaning — he has formally pro- 
« rue himſelf my admirer; and, after a thouſand 


Juities, perceiving I made but a cold return to his 
elles, he had recourſe to the mediation of lady 
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Griſkin, who has acted the part of a very warm ad. 
vocate in his behalf: — but, my dear Willis, her 
Buyſhip overacts her part — ſhe not only expat:at:s ret 
on the ample fortune, the great connexions, and tig fie 
unblemiſhed character of Mr, Barton, but ſhe takes Noot 
the trouble to catechiſe me; and, two days ago, per. NN. 
emptorily told me, that a girl of my age could not Wen 
poſlibly reſiſt ſo many conſiderations, if her heart was | 
not pre-engaged. 

This inſinuation threw me into ſuch a flutter, that {lar 
ſhe could not but obſerve my diſorder; and, preſurn. Y 
ing upon the diſcovery, infilted upon my. making ion 
Her the confidante of my paiſion, But, although 1 1s 
had not ſuch command of myſelf as to conceal the 8? 
emotion of my heart, I am not ſach a child as to Mot 
diſcloſe its ſecrets to a perſon who would certainly ert 
uſe them to its ꝓrejudice. I told her, it was no won- r 
der if I was out of countenance at her introducig a Wit 
ſubject of converſation ſo unſuitable to my years and t; 
inexperience ; that I believed Mr. Barton was a very 
worthy gentleman,, and I was much obliged to him 
for his good opinion; but the affections were invo- 
luntary, and mine, in particular, had as yet made no 
conceſſions in his favour. She ſhook her head with 
an air of diſtruſt that made me tremble ; and obſer. 
ed, that if my affections were free, they would ſubs 
mit to the deciſion of prudence, eſpecially when en- 
forced by the authority of thoſe who had a right ty 
dire& my conduct. This remark implied a deli 
to intereſt my uncle or my aunt, perhaps my brother 
in behalf of Mr. Barton's pailſion z and I am ſach 
afraid that my aunt is already gained over, Yelte 
day in the forenoon, he had been walking with us 
the Park, and ſtopping in our return at a toy-ſhq 
he preſented her with a very fine ſnuff box, and # 
with a gold etuis, which .1- reſolutely refuſed, d 
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\.. {fic commanded me to accept it on pain of her difs 
pleaſure : nevertheleſs, being till unſatisfied with 
reſpe& to the propriety of receiving this toy, I ſigni- 
fied my doubts to my brother, who ſaid he would 
conſult my uncle on the ſubject, and ſeemed to think. 
Mr. Barton had been rather premature in his pre- 
ents. 

What will be the reſult of this conſultation, Hea- 
ren knows; but I am afraid it will produce an ex 
lanation- with Mr. Barton, who will, no doubt, a 
ow his paſſion, and ſol:cit their conſent to a connec» 
jon which my foul abhors; for, my deareſt Letty, 
is not in my power to love Mr, Barton,” even if 
iy heart was untouched by any other tenderneſs. 
wut that there is any thing difagreeable about his 


155 erſon, but there is a total want of that nameleſs. 
©. (arm which captivates and controuls the inchanted- 
ea irt — at leaſt, he appears to me to have this de- 
a * X; but if he had all the engaging qualifications 


| very hich a man can poſſeſs, they would be excited in 
„him in againſt that conſtancy, which, I flatter myſelf, is 
e charafteriſtic of my nature. No, my dear Wil- 
, I may be involved in freſh troubles, and I believe 
\ with ſhall, from the importunities of this gentleman and 
ers. De violence of my relations, but my heart is inca=- 
1 {bs ble of change, 
You know I. put no faith in drearns; and yet I 
bt ue been much diſturbed by one that viſited me laſt. 
Jenn pht, — I thought I was in a church, where a cer- 
* perſon, whom you know, was on the point of 
es married to my aumt; that the clergoman was 
vc Ba ton, and that poor forlorn I ſtood weeping 
corner, half naked, and without ſhoes or ſtock. 


h vs! 
* Now, I know there is nothing ſo childiſh as to 
** oed by thoſe vain illuſions; but, nevertheleſs, 


ſed, d wh "5" my reaſon, * hath made a ſtrong im- 


: | 
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preſſion upon my mind, which begins to be very 
gloomy, Indeed, I bave another more ſubſtantid 
cauſe of affliction I have ſome religious ſcruples 
my dear friend, which lie heavy on my conſcience.— 
I was perſuaded to go to the Tabernacle, where | 
Heard a diſcourſe that affected me deeply. — I han 
prayed fervently to be enlightened, but as yet I an 
not ſenſible of thoſe inward motions, thoſe operation 
of grace, which are the ſigns of a regenerated ſpirit 
and therefore 1 begin to be in terrible apprehenſion 
about the ſtate of my poor foul. Some of our famik 
Have had very uncommon acceſſions, particularly m 
aunt and Mrs. Jenkins, who ſometimes ſpeak as if the 
were really inſpired z ſo that I am not like to wa 
for either exhortation or example, to purify m 
thonghts, and recall them from the vanities of tk 
World, which, indeed, I would willingly reſign, # 
was in my power; but to make this ſacrifice, Inu 
de enabled by ſuch aſſiſtance from above as hath n 
yet been indulged to 


Your unfortunate friend, 


June 10. Ly DIA Mitre 


Fo Sir WArRkIN PrI Is, of Jeſus Colt 
Oxon. 


DEAR PHILLIPS, 


- THE moment I received your letter, I be 
execute your commiſſion— With the aſſiſtan 
mine hoſt at the Bull and Gate, I diſcover 
place to which your ſugitive valet had retreatth 
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ed him with his diſhoneſty — The fellow was in 


7 

* manifeſt confuſion at ſight of me, but he denied the 

ples charge with great confidence, till 1 told him, that if 
he would give up the watch, which was a family-piece, 


e might Keep the money and the cloaths, and go to 
he devil his own way, at his leiſure ; but if he re- 
ected this propoſal, I would deliver him forthwith 
o the conſtable, whom I had provided for that pur- 
poſe, and he would carry him before the juſtice with- 
put farther delay. After ſome heſitation, he defired 
o ſpeak with me in the next room, where he pro- 
zuced the watch with all its appendages, and I have 
elivered it to our landlord, to be ſent you by the 
rſt ſafe conveyance——So much fer buſineſs. 

I ſhall grow vain, upon your ſaying you find en- 
rtainment in my letters; barren as they certainly * 
re, of incident and importance, becauſe your amuſe» 
ent muſt ariſe, not from the matter, but from the 
anner, which you know is all my own— Animated, 
Wcrefore, by the approbation of a perſun whoſe nice 
Wite and conſummate judgment I can no longer 
doubt, I will chearfully proceed with our memoirs— 
As it is determined we ſhall ſet out next week for 
[orkſhire, 1 went to-day in the ſorenoon with my 
cle to ſee a carriage, belonging to a coach-maker 
our neighbour hood—Turning down a narrow lane 
hind Long-acre, we perceived a crowd of people 
Fading at a door; which, it ſeems, opened into a 
nd of a Methodiſt meeting, and were informed, 
it a footman was then holding forth to the congre= 
tion within. Curious to ſee this phoznomenon, we 
ucezed into the place with much difticulty ; and 


ELF: 


Colle 


1 beg do ſhould this preacher be, but the identical Hum- 
Nita fy Clinker. He had finiſhed his ſermon, and gi- 
overtihga out a pſalm, the firſt ſtave of which he ſung 
reared PD peculiar graces———Bat if we were altoniſhed } 
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to ſee Clinker in the pulpit, we were altogether cor. 
founded at finding all the females of our family among 
the audience There was lady Griſkin, Mrs. 'l abith; 
Bramble, Mrs. Winifred Jenkins, my ſiſter Liddy, 
and Mr. Barton, and all of them joined in the plat 
mody with {ſtrong marks of devotion. 

I could hardly keep my gravity on this ludicroys 
occaſion ; but old Squaretoes was differently affected 
— The firſt thing that ſtruck him, was the preſump- 
tion of his lacquey, whom he commanded to core 
down with ſuch an air of authority as Humpbry did 
not think proper to difregard, He deſcended im- 
mediately, and All the people were in commotion, 
Barton looked exceedingly ſheepiſh, lady Griſkin 
flirted her fan, Mrs. Tabby groaned in ſpirit, Liddy 
Changed countenance, and Mrs. Jenkins ſobbed as if 
Her heart was breaking—My uncle, with a ſneer, 
aſked pardon of the ladies for having interrupted thei 
devotion, ſaying, he had particular buſineſs with 
the preacher, whom he ordered to call a hackne 


ha 


coach, This being immediately brought up to the di 
end of the lane, he handed Liddy into it, and . 
aunt and I following him, we drove home, without GS: 
taking any farther notice of the reſt of the compaq 
who ſtill remained in filent aſtoniſhment. 1 

Mr, Bramble, perceiving Liddy in great trepid Pl 
tion, aſſumed a milder aſpect, bidding her be und * 
no concern, for he was not at all diſpleaſed at ay, 
thing ſhe had done—* I have no objection (ſaid he — 
& to your being religiouſly inclined; but I don't thi 1 | 
my ſervant is a proper ghoſtly director for a dero * 
« of your ſex and character —if, in fact (as I ratb * 


4 believe), your aunt is not the ſole conductreſs of i 
& machine — Mrs. Tabitha made no anſwer, b 
threw up the whites of her eyes, as if in the att 


| * Liddy ſaid ſhe had no right tos 


repid 
 undet 
at any 
aid he 
't tha 
devo 
I ratii 
s of tl 
yer, d 


1e At 
it to 


harm in hearing a pious diſcourſe, even if it © ime 
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tle of a devotee; that ſhe thought there was no 


rom a footman, eſpecially as her aunt was preſent 3 
put that if ſhe had erred from ignorance, ſhe hoped 
e would excuſe it, 2s ſhe could not bear the thoughts 
f living under his diſpleaſure. The old gentlemany 
preſſing her hand with a tender ſmile, ſaid ſhe was 
z good girl, and that he did not believe her capable 
pf doing any thing that could give him the leaſt 
mbrage or diſguſt. : 
When we arrived at our lodgings, he commanded 
Ir. Clinker to attend him up ſtairs, and ſpoke te 
um in theſe words “ Since you are called upon by 
the Spirit to preach and to teach, it is high time to 
lay aſide the livery of an earthly maſter; and, for 
* my part, I am unworthy to have an apoſtle in my 
{ ſexrvice—" © I hope (ſaid Humphry) I have nat 
failed in my duty to your honour—1I ſhould be a 
vile wretch if I did, conſidering the miſery from 
* which your charity and compathon relieved me 
but having an inward admonition of the Spirit" 
an admonition of the devil— (cried the '{quire, in 
a paſſion) What admonition, you blockhead ? 
What right has ſuch a fellow as you to ſet up for 
a reformer ?” Begging your honour's pardon, (re- 
* plied Clinker) may not the new light of God's 
grace ſhine upon the poor and the ignorant in their 
humiluy, as well as upon the wealthy, and the 
philoſopher in all his pride of human learning!“ 
What you imagine»to be the new light of grace, 
(laid bis maſter) I take to be a decertiul vapour, 
glimmering through a crack in your upper ſtory 
In à word, Mr. Clinker, I will have no light in 
my family but. what pays the king's taxes, untefs 
It be the light of reaſon, whi.h you don't pretend 
to follow.“ 
13 
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„ Ah, fir! (cried Humphry) the light of reafon 
is no more in compariſon to the light I mean, than 
% a farthing candle to the ſun at noon—” © Very 
true, (ſaid uncle) the one will ſerve to ſhew you 
% your way, and the other to dazzle and confound 
% your weak brain—Hark-ye, Clinker, you are ei- 
F< ther an hypocritical knave, or a wrong-heaie! 
« enthuſiaſt; and, in either caſe, unfit for my ſervice 
Alf you are a quack in ſanctity and devotion, you 
will find it an eaſy matter to impoſe upon filly 
* women, and others of crazed underſtanding, why 
will contribute laviſhly for your ſupport—if you Þ 
are really ſeduced by the reveries of a diſturbed 
„ imagination, the ſooner you loſe your ſenſes entirely WF 
« the better for yourſelf and the community. In 


e that caſe, fome charitable perſon might provide yon he! 
u with a dark room and clean ſtraw in Bedlam, where ; f 
it would not be in your power to infect others with 8 1 
& your fanaticiſm: whereas if you have juſt ic 4 
4 flection enough left to maintain the character of a . 
F< choſen veſſel in the meetings of the godly, you os 
and your hearers will be miſled by a Will's WW, 
„ wiſp from one error into another, till you are * 


«& plunged into religious frenzy; and then, perbaps . 
vou will hang yourſelf in deſpair „ Which l 
« the Lord of his infinite mercy forbid | (exclaimed 


« the affrighted Clinker.) It is very poſlible I my * [ 
de under the temptation of the devil, who wart &þ 
to wreck me on the rocks of ſpiritual pride—W.,_ 
„ Your honour ſays, I am either a knave or a m. * 
# man; now, as I'll aſſure your honour Im n 6 f 
& knave, it follows that I muſt be mad; therefor Wl, 
% I beſeech your honour, upon my knees, to tak! * 


* my caſe into conſideration, that means may be pid 
for my recovery.” 
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The ”ſquire could not help ſmiling at the poor 


_ flow's ſimplicity, and promited to take care of him 
very rovided he would mind the buſineſs of his place, 
you Peithout running after the new - light of Methodiſm's 
dung ut Mrs. Tabitha took. offenee at his humility, which 
s interpreted into poorneſs of ſpirit and worldly 
Je {nindedneſs—She upbraided him with the want of 
vice EOurage to ſuffer for conſcience ſake———She obſerved } 
you Nehat if he ſhould loſe his place for bearing teſtimony 
yo the truth, Providence would not fail to find him 


mother, perhaps more advantageous ; and, declaring 


Who TY - 
chat it could not be very agreeable to live in a family 


* here an inquiſition was eſtabliſhed, retired to ano- 
rely ther room in great agitation. ; ; 

u My uncle followed her with a ſignificant looks 
+ you hen, turning to the preacher, . You hear what my 
jor ſiſter ſays—If you cannot live with me upon ſacks 
wich “terms as I have preſcrided, the vineyard of Mes 
te. thodiſm lies before you, and ſhe ſeems very well 
a diſpoſed to reward your labour—” © I would not 
wal willingly give offence to any ſoul upon earth (an- 
be. ſwered Humphry); her ladyſhip has been very 
good to me ever ſince we came to London; and 
hips « ſurely ſhe has a heart turned for religious exerciſes F 
eh“ and both ſhe and lady Griſkin fing pſalms and hymns 
amel“ ke two cherubims But, at the ſame time 
un Tm bound to love and obey your honour—it bes 
WW <9meth not ſuch a poor ignorant fellow as me td 
* hold diſpute with gentlemen of rank and lea ning 
As for the matter of knowledge, I am no more} 
„“ than a beaſt in compariſon of your honour ; there 


fore 1 ſubmit ;- and, with God's grace, I will folloy 
« you to the world's end, if you don't think me rod 
4 far gone to. be out of. confiaement,” 


k 4 
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His miſter promiſed to keep him far ſome tin ne 
Jonger on trial: then defired to know in what mn; m 
mer lady Griſkin and Mr. Barton came to join ther 
religious ſociety. He told him, that her ladyſhip wa th 
the perſon who firſt carried my aunt and filter ti the ¶ to 
"Tabernacle, whither-he attended them, and had 1;; WM he 
devotion kindled by Mr. W——'s preaching : t Li 
he was confirmed in this new way by the preacher; N w. 
ſermons, which he had bought and ſtudied with gret {i cet 
nttention: that his diſcourſe and prayers had bro.s\: ſiſt 
over Mrs. Jenkins and the houſe-maid to the ſang 
away of thinking; but as for Mr. Barton, he had neter 
ſeen him at ſervice before this day, u her. he came ig 
company with lady Griſkin Humphry, moreover, 
owned that he had been encouraged to mount tle ten 
goltrum by the example and ſucceſs of a weaver, far 
Ws much followed as a powerful minifter : that © N JUG 
His firſt trial, he found himſelf under ſuch ſtrong in- col 
Pulſions, as made him believe he waz certainly more a 
Dy the Spirit; and that he had atlifted in lady Griſting F my 


and ſeveral private houſes, at exerci.e; of Cevotion. i 
Mr. Bramble was no ſooner iaformed that ber 
Yadyſhip had ated as the primum mobile of this cu Pure 
feicracy, than he concluded ſhe had only made uſe « er 
linker as a tool, ſubſervient to the execution nd 
gome deſign, to the trus ſecret of which he was al $f ! 
utter ſtranger — He obſerved, that her ladyſhip i 
Prain was a perfect mill for projects; and that i: 1 
and Tabby had certainly engaged in ſome ſecret tte hct 
She nature of which he could not comprehend. itt 
old him I thought it was no difficult matter to pe. er 
Cecive the drift of Mis. Tabitha, which was to cninat WE 1 


the heart of Barton, and that in all likelihood ray h 
raſk.n ated as hier auxiliary: that this ſuppoſitivl 
would account for their eadeavours to con vert hin 
Methodiſm; an event which would occaſion a cas 
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nexion of ſouls that might be eaſily improved into 
matrimonial union. 

My uncle ſeemed to be much diverted by the! 
thoughts of this ſcheme's ſucceeding, but I gave him 
the to underſtand, that Barton was pre-engaged : chat 
ne had the day before made a preſent of an etuis ta 
8 Liddy, which her aunt had obliged her to receivey 
with a view, no doubt, to countenance her own acyl 
cepting of a ſnuff-box at the ſame time ; that my 
| fitter having made me acquainted with this incident 
„1 had defired an explanation of Mr. Barton, who 


we 


| Pe x 
ou 8 
y 1c . 
ſativa 
t hin 
a c 


alle 
ar declared his intentions were honourable, and expreſſed 
en his hope that I would have no objections to his allies 
wer, ; ance : that I had thanked him for the honour he ins 
ne tended our family; but told him, it would be neceſ- 
ary to conſult her uncle and aunt, who were hep 
1 zuardians; and their approbation being obtained, FE 
. {could have no objection to his prepoſal z though | 4 
i as perſuaded that no violence would be offered to 
ny ſuter's inclinations, in a tranſaction that ſo nearly 
mereſted the happineſs af her future life: that he 
hd aſſured me, he ſhould never think of availing 
Himſelf of a guardian's authority, unleſs he could ren» 
Wer his addreſſes agreeable to the young lady herſelf g 
nd that he would immediately demand permiſſions 
Mr. and Miſs Bramble, to make Liddy a tendes 
t his hand and fortune. 
The *ſquire was not inſenſible to the advantages of 
ch a match, and declared he would promote it 
ith all his influence; but when-I took notice that 
ere ſeemed to be an averſion on the fide of Liddy 
> ſaid he would ſound her on the ſubject; and 1 
r reluctance was ſuch as would not be eaſily overs 
me, he would civilly decline the propoſal of Mrs 
ton; for he thought that, in the choice of a hut - 
a young woman ought not to ſacrifice the feel“ 
I; | 


— 
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ings of her heart for any conſideration upon earth— 
„ Liddy is not ſo deſperate (ſaid he) as to worſhip I ,, 
& fortune at ſuch an expence.” I take it for gram- þ 4 
Led, this whole affair will end in ſmoke; though I 
there ſeems to be a ſtorm brewing in the quarter af 

Mrs. Tabby, who fat with all the fullen dignity of 
ſilence at dinner, ſeemingly pregnant with complaiut Þ ,, 
and expoſtulation. As ſhe hath certainly marked ÞY,, 
Barton for her own prey, ſhe cannot poſſibly favour F? ,, 
F his ſuit to Liddy; and therefore I expect ſomething I. 
extraordinary will attend his declaring himſelf my Þ% 
fiter's admirer, This declaration will certainly be Þ% 
made in form, as ſoon as the lover can pick up reſo Þ*,, 
lation enough to ftand the brunt of Mrs. Tabby's d. 
appointment; for he is, without doubt, aware of 4 
her deſigns upon his perſon The particulars of 
the d:nouement you ſhall know in due ſeaſon : meu 


while I am 


Always yours, * 
Landon, June 10. J. MELrozb. * | 
: We 
” 4 £ 
* --f. Cr 5. rrscer rdf. as 
To Dr. LEWIS. 3 
ue 
DEAR LEWIS, = E 


THE deceitful calm was of ſhort duration. 1 
plunged agair in a fea of vexation, and the dig 
plaints in my ſtomach and bowels are returned; 
that I ſuppoſe I faall be diſabled from profecuq; 
the excurſion 1 had planned — What the devil h 
to do, to come a.plague-hunting with a leaſh of L 
males in my train ? -. Yeſterday my precious 8 
{who, by the bye, has been for ſome time a profes 
Mechodiſt) carne into my apartment, attended by N 
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Barton, and defired an audience with a, very flatelyy 
— ar“ Brother (ſaid ſhe), this gentlemau bas ſome- 
vp thing to propoſe, which I flatter myſelf will be 
it- WW « the more acceptable, as it will rid you of a trouble- 
h I « (ome companion.” Then Mr. Barton proceeded 
of I + this effet—* I am, indeed, extremely ambitious f 
of M.c of being allied to your family, Mr. Bramble, and 
nut BI « 1 hope you will ſee no cauſe to interpoſe your 
ked BY « thority.” * As for authority (ſaid Tabby, ing 
our PZ rupting him with ſome warmth), I know of | 
wy FF that he has a right to uſe on this occaſion I 
I pay him the compliment of making him acquuinte! 
be ed with the ſtep I intend to take, it is all he can 
eive BY expect in reaſon — This is as much as I believe hoe 
G. would do by me, if he intended to change his owe] 
e of Bcc ſituation in life Tn a word, brother, I am fo! 
a (enfible of Mr. Barton's extraordinary merit, that T 
new Bc hve been prevailed upon to alter my reſolution off 
* living a fingle life, and to put my happineſs in hig 
4 hands, by veſting him with 2 legal title to my pers 
130 8 ſon and fortune, ſuch as they are. The buſineſs] 
« at preſent, is to have the writings drawn; and T 
>< hall be obliged to you, if you will recommend a 
« lawyer to me for that purpoſe—” 
> You may gueſs what an effect this overture hag 
u on me; who, from the information of my nephews 
&x ected that Barton was to make a formal declaras 
Jos of his paſſion for Liddy : I could not help gaze 
Jie in ſilent attoniſkment, alternately at Tabhy, and 
ier ſuppoſed admirer, which laſt hung his head in 
Wc moſt awkward confuſion for a few minutes, and 
hen retired on pretence of being ſuddenly ſeized with 
p vertigo— Mrs. Tabitha affected much concern, an 
vould have had him make uſe of a bed in the houſe 
put he infifted on going home, that he might have 
ecourſe to ſome drops, which he kept tor ſuch emer 
I 6 | 
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gencies, and his inamorata acquieſced— In the mess 
time I was exceedingly puzzled at this adventure 
Ethough I ſuſpeRed the truth), and did not Know in 
what manner to demean myſelf towards Mrs. Tabi- 
tha, when Jery came in and told me, he had jv 
en Mr. Barton alight from his chariot at lady Grif- 
Kin's door — This incident ſeemed to threaten a vit 
from ber ladyſhip, with which we were honoured 
accordingly, in leſs than half an hour, — © I find 
© (faid ſhe) there has been a match of croſs purputcs 
among yon, good folks; and I'm come to ſet you 
to rights—” So ſaying, ſhe preſented me with tle 
Following billet. 


« Dear SIR, 
& I no ſooner recollected myſelf from the extreme 
confuſion I was thrown into, by that unlucky m. 
take of your ſiſter, than I thought it my duty 10 
aſſure you, that my devoirs to Mrs. Bramble never 
exceeded the bounds of ordinary civility z and that 
my heart is unalterably fixed upon Miſs Liddy 
Melford, as T had the honour to declare to her 
brother when he queſtioned me upon that ſubject 
Lady Griſkin has been fo goed as to charge ber- 
ſelf, nut oply with the delivery of this note, but 
zIſo with the taſk of undeceiving Mrs. Bromble, 
for whom I have the moſt profound reſpect and 
veneration, though my affection being other we 
engaged, is no longer in the power of, 
44 Sir, 
« Your very hum ble ſervant, 
„ RALPH BARTON," 


- - „ „ 
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Having caſt my eyes over this billet, I told her 
dyfi+'p. that I would no longer retard the friendly 
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Mice ſhe bad undertaken ; and I and Jery forthwith 
retired into another room. There we ſoon perceived 
he converſation grow very warm betwixt the two 
adies; and, at length, could diſtinctly hear certain 
erms of altercation, which we could no longer delay 2 
interrupting, with any-regard to. decorum. When 
ve entered the ſcene of contention, we found Liddy” 4 
had joined the diſputants, and ſtood trembling be- 
wixt them, as if ſhe had been afraid they would have 
roceeded to ſomething more practical than words 
dy Griſkin's face was like the full · moon in a ſtorm 
of wind, glaring, fiery, and portentuous ; While 
Tabby looked grim and ghaſtly, with an aſpect 
breathing diſcord and diſmay. — Our appearance put 
a ſtop to their mutual revilings ; but her ladyſhip 
turning to me, Couſin (ſaid ſhe), I can't help 
* (aying Il have met with a very ungrateful return from 
© this lady, for the pains I have taken to ſerve her fa- 
„ mily—_ “ö My family is much obliged to your lady- 
% ſhip (cried Tabby, with a kind of hyſterical giggle) $1 
* but we have no riglit to the good offices of ſuch 
an honourable go- between.“ But, for all that, 
„ good Mrs. Tabitha Bramble (reſumed the other), 
% ſhall be content with the reflection, that virtue 
is its own reward; and it ſhall not be my fault if 
* you continue to make yourſelf ridiculous — Mr. 
„ Bramble, who has no little intereſt of his own ta 
„ ferve, will, no doubt, contribute all in his po-wer 
to promote a match betwixt Mr. Barton and his 
* niece, which will be equally honourable and ad- 
vantageous; and, I dare ſay, miſs Liddy herſelf 
will have no objection to a meaſure ſo well-calcaay 
' lated to make her happy in life—” 1 beg 
your ladyſhip's pardon (exclaimed Liddy, with great 
* vivacity), I have nothing but miſery to expect fromm 
ſuch a meaſure and 1 hope my guardians will 
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have too much compaſſion, to barter my peace of 


mind l for any conſideration of intereſt or fortune 1 
Upon my word, miſs Liddy! (faid ſhe) you have 45 
40 profited by the example of your good aunt—l Þ god 

% comprehend your meaning, and will explain i I” 
* 2 and 

when I have a proper oppoui tunity— In the men dall 

* time, I ſhall take my leave Madam, your mot . 


„ obedient and devoted humble ſervant,” ſaid ſhe, 


advancing cloſe up to my ſiſter, and curtſying ſo lun, = 
that I thought ſhe intended to ſquat herſelf down on I. 
the floor This ſalutation Tabby returned with equal [ft =z 
| Jolemnity ; and the expreſſion of the two faces, Þf 1 
While they continued in this attitude, would be ny BY" | 


vad ſuhject for a pencil like that of the incomparable 
Hogarth, if any ſuch ſhould ever appear again, in 
theſe times of dulneſs and degeneracy. 

Jery accompanied her ladythip to her houſe, thi 
he might have an opportunity to rettore the etvis to 
Barton, and adviſe him to give up his ſuit, which wi 
do diſagree bie to his ſiſter, againſt whom, howezer, 
he returned much irritated— Lady Grifkin had ature 
him that Liddy's heart was pre-cccupied ; and im- 
mediately the idea of Wilſon recurring to his img 
nation, his family-pride took the alarm — He g. 
mvunced vengeance againſt thit adventurer, at wi 
GJiſpoſed to be very peremptory with his fifter ; but 
I deſired he would ſuppreſs his reſentment, will 
Mould have talked with her in private, 

The poor girl, when I earneftly preſſed ber 
on this head, owned, withy a flood of tears, tit 
SV ilfon had actually come tEthe Hot Well at Ba 
and even introduced himſelf into our lodgings 45 1 
Jew-pedlar ; but that nothing had paſſed betu & 
hem, farther than her begging him to withdraw im. 
mediately, if he had auy regard for her peace of mind: 


Shat he had diſappeared accordingly, after having av 
. 
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*. empted to prevail upon my fiſter's maid to deliver 
have letter; which, however, ſhe refuſed to receive, 
11 tough ſhe had conſented to carry a meſſage, im- 
n ! wrting that he was a gentleman of a good family 3 
neu and that, in a very little time, he would avow his 
Palſion in that character She confeſſed, that although 

2 he had not Kept his word in this particular, he was 
not yet altogether indifferent to her affection; but 
olemnly promiſed, ſhe would never carry on any 
* correſpondence with lim, or any other admirer, far 
Ie future, without the privity and approbation of 
. her brother and me. { | 
„e. Ey tius declaration, ſhe made her own peace With 
*. ery; but the hot headed boy is more than ever in- 
» " Fcenſed againſt Wilſon, whom he now conſiders as! 
an impoſtor, that harbours ſome infamous deſign up- 


= 

— 
— 
» 


— 
— 
— 
_— 
"Og ran, 


thit n 
Sy n the honour of his family—As for Barton, he was 
15 not a little mortified to find his preſent returned, and 
* 's addreſſes ſo unfavourably received; but he is not 
CY 


| © man to be deeply affected by ſuch diſappointments 5 
bad I know not whether he is not as well pleaſed 
25 with being diſcarded by Liddy, as he would have been 
1 with a permiſſion to proſecute his pretenſions, at the 
.. | Fiſque of being every day expoſed to the revenge or 
= machinations of Tabby, who is not to be ſlighted with 
0 1 5 mpunity.— I had not much time to moralize on theſe 
occurrences; for the houſe was viſited by a conſta- 
ble and his gang, with a warrant from juſtice Bus- 
ard, to ſearch the box of Humphry Clinker, my 
Footman, who was juſt apprehended as a highways 
man — This incident We the whole family intay 
onfuſion. My ſiſter ſcolded the conftable for pres 
by uming to enter the lodgings of a gentleman on ſncty 
Wan errand, witbout having firſt aiked, and obtained 
# ermiſſion ; her maid was fr ighted into fits, and Lid 
ly ſhed tears of compaſſion for the vast 
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Clinker, in whoſe box, however, nothing was foun 


to confirm the ſuſpicion of the robbery. uot 
For my own part, I made no doubt of the fellow... 
being miſtaken for ſome other perſon, and I went di... 
reQly to the juſtice, in order to procure his diſcharge; MW... 
but there I found the matter much more ſerious than e 
I expected Poor Clinker ſtood trembling at cena: 
bar, ſurrounded by thief-takers; and at a lade be 

| diſtance, a thick, ſquat fellow, a poſtilion, his accuſer, Ie 
who had ſeized him in the ſtreet, and ſwore poſitive. Mes 


| ly to his perſon, that the ſaid Clinker had, on the r 5th 1: 
day of March laſt, on Blackheath, robbed a gentle. 14 
man in a poſt-chaiſe, which he (the poſtilion) drove= N 
This depoſition was ſufficient to juſtify his commit. 
ment; and he was ſent accordingly to Clerkenwell | 
priſon, where Jery accompanied him in the coach, N 
in order to recommend him properly to the keeper, 
that he may want for no convenience which the place 

"affords. 

The ſpectators, who aſſembled to ſee this highwq. 
man, were ſagacious enough to diſcern ſomethiug 
very villainous in his aſpect, which (begging their 
pardon) is the very picture of ſimplicity ; and the 
Juſtice himſelf put a very unfavourable conſtructia 
upon ſome of his anſwers, which, he faid, ſavourel 
of the ambiguity and equivocation of an old offender; 
but, in my opinion, it would have been more jul 
and humane to impute them to the confuſion int 
which we may ſuppoſe a poor country lad to be 
thrown on ſuch an occaſion. I am {till perſuade 
he is innocent, and, in this perſuaſion, I can do no el 
than uſe my utmoſt endeavours that he may not de 
opprefied—1 ſhall, to-morrow, ſend my nephew u 
Wait on the gentleman who was robbed, and beg be 
will have the humanity to go and ſee the priſoner; 
Nat, in caſe he ſhould find him quite different from 
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he perſon of the highway man, he may bear teſti- 
mony in his behalf How ſoever it may fare with 
in ker, this curſed affair will be to me productive of 
tolerable chagrin I have already caught a dreadful 
old, by ruſhing into the open air from the juſtice's 
arlour, where I had been ſtewing in the crowd g 
and though I ſhould not be laid up with the gout, as 
believe I ſhall, I muſt ftay at London for ſome 
veeks, till this poor devil comes to his trial at Ro- 
heſter ; ſo that, in all probability, my Northern ex- 
ellition is blown up. 

If you can find any thing in your philoſophical 
| ' adget to conſole me in the midft of theſe diſtreſſes 
ad apprehenſions, pray let it be communicated to 
: Your unfortunate fend, 

vi ondon, June 12. MaT. BRAMBLEs 


7 


rr 


o Sir WATEkIN PaiLL1Ps, Bart. of Jeſus 
College, Oxon. 


DEAR war, 


THE farce is finiſhed, and another piece of a 
aver caſt brought upon the itage.—Qur aunt made 
Cztperatt attack upon B.rton, who had no other 
ay of faving himielf but by leaving her in poſſeſs 
1 of the field, and avowing his pretenſions to Liddy, 

hom he has been rejected in his turn, — Lady 
Kin acted as his advocate and agent on this occas 
with fuch zeal as embroiled her with Mrs. Ta- 
ha, and a high fcene of altercation paſſed betwixk 
tie two religioniſts, which might have come to ac- 
ny had not my uncle interpoſed, They are, hows 
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ever, reconciled, in conſequence of an event wh 
L hath involved us all in trouble and diſquiet. You 
muſt Know, the poor preacher, Humphry Clinker, i; 
now exerciſing his miniſtry among the felons in 
Clerkenwell priſon. -A poſtilion having fworn a 
- Sobbery againſt him, no bail could be taken, and he 
Was Committed to jail, notwithſtanding all the re. 
monſtrauces and intereſt my uncle could make in his 
S behalf. 
All things conſidered, the poor fellow carmot poſ-. Mig: 
Dbly be guilty, and yet, I believe, he runs ſome 1 
riſque of being hanged. - Upon his examination, he 
anſwered with ſuch lieſitation and reſerve, as per- 
ſuaded moſt of the people, who crowded the place, 
that he was really a knave, and the juſtice's remarks 
confirmed their op:nion, Excluſive of my uncle na 
myſelf, there was only one perſon who ſeemed in- 
clined to favour the culprit.— He was a young man, 
well dreſſed, and, from the manner in which he 
croſs-examined the evidence, we took it for granted, 
that he was a ſtudent in one of the inns of court, 
He freely checked the juftice for ſome uncharitbei. 
inferences he made to the prejudice of the priſoner 
and even yentured to diſpute with his worſhip d 
certain points of law. 7 
My uncle, provoked at the unconnected and dis 
bious anſwers of Clinker, wha ſeemed in danger d 
falling a ſacrifice to his own fimplicity, exciaumel 


| W 
« In the name of God, if you are innocent, ig, 
No (cried he), God forbid that I ſhould call mi 4. 


« innocent, while my conſcience is burthened wit 
« ſin.” „What then, you did conimit this robbery? 
reſumed his maſter. “ No, ſure (ſaid be), bleed 


ide 
«rhe Lord, I'm free of that guilt.” pe 
Here the juſtice interpoſed, obſerving, that th n: 


ſeemed inclined to make a diſcoverys by tu 
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ing's evidence, and deſired the clerk, to. take his 
onfeſſion; upon which Humphry declared,. t that he 

oked upon confeſſion to be a popiſh fraud ente 
y the whore of Babylon, The Templer affirmegg"y 
hat the poor fellow was non compos; and exhorted 


know very well (added he), that the robbery in 
queſtion was not committed by the priſoner.“ 
The thief-takers grinned at one another ; and Mr, 
iſtice Buzzard replied with. great emotion, ( Mr. 
Martin, I deſire you will mind your own buſineſs ; 
I ſhall convince you one of theſe days that I under- 
ſtand mine.” In ſhort, there was no remedy z ' 
e mittimus was made out, and poor Clinker ſent to 
drifon in a hackney-coach, guarded by the conſtable, 
nd accompanied by your humble ſervant. By the 
Wav, I was not a little ſurpriſed to hear this retainet 
o juſtice bid the priſoner to keep up his ſpirits, for 
wat he did not at all doubt but that he would get off for 
few weeks confinement—He ſaid, his worſhip 
new very well that Clinker was innocent of the fact, 
d that the real highwayman, who robbed the chaiſe, 
as no other than that very individual Mr. Martin, 
ho bad pleaded ſo ſtrongly for honeſt Humphry. 
Conſounqded at this information, I aſked, "a 
then is he ſuffered to go about at his liberty, an 
this poor innocent fellow treated as a malefactor?“ 
We have exact intelligence of all Mr. Martin's 
tranſactions (ſaid he) ; but as yet there is no evi- 
dence ſufficient for his conviction; and as for this 
young man, the juſtice could do no lets than com- 
mit him, as the poſtilion {wore point blank to his 
identity.” „ 80 if this raſcally poſtilion ſhould? 
perſiſt in the ſalfity to which he is ſworn (ſaid 1% 
this innocent lad may be brought to the gallows,” 
The conſtable obſerved, that he would have tim 
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enough to prepare for his trial, and might prove 
e[ibi ; or, perhaps, Martin might be appreheided af 
convicted for another fact: in which caſe, he iz: 
be prevailed upon to take this affair upon himſelf; on, 


). 
finally, if theſe chances ſhould fail, and the cvidenag 1 
Nand good againſt Clinker, the jury might recon- 5. 


mend him to mercy, in conſideration of his vont x. 
eſpecially if this ſhould appear to be the firit fac L 
which he had been guiity. ha 
Humphry owned he could not pretend to Foc Þ 
Je where he had been on the day when the 0 10 . 
bery was committed, much leſs prove a circumſtaa tn 
of that Kind ſo far back as fix months, though !z [þ 10 
Knew he had been ſick of the fever and ague, wee 
However, did not prevent him from going about 
then, turaing up his eyes, he ejacul ted, “ The Lie; 
44 will be done | If it be my fade to ſutler, I op! 
ſhall not difgrace the faith of which, thoug! u 
« worthy, I make profeſſion.” 
When 1 expretſed my ſurpr ze that the accut 
ſhould] perſiſt in charging Clin ker, without tak 
the leaſt notice of the real rother, who ſtood ba 
him, and to whom, indeed, Humphry bore not tt 
ſmalleft reſemblance z$ the conſtable (who was hs 
ſelf a thief-taker) gave me to underſtand that 
Martin was the bett qualified for buſineis of all! 
gentlemen. vn the road he had ever known 3; that 
had always ated on his own bottom, without parit 
or correſpondent, and never weut to work but wii 
he was cool and ſober; that his courage and 1M 


ſence of mind never failed him 3 that his addreſs i 
genteel, and his behaviour void of all cruelty and 
ſolence; that be never incumbered himſelf » 
Watches or trinkets, nor even with bank-notes vi 
always dealt for ready money, aud that in the cu ied 
&via of the kingdom; and that he could diſguiſe: hi 
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If and his horſe in ſuch a manner, that, after the- 
jon, it was impotlible to recognize either the one 


the other—* This great man {ſaid he) has reigned 


paramount in all the roads within fifty miles of 
London above fifteen months, and has done more 
buſineſs in that time than all the reſt of the pro- 
feſſion put together; for thoſe who paſs through 
his hands are ſo delicately dealt with, that they 
have no defire to give him the leaſt diſturbance z: 
but for all that, his race is almoſt run—he is now 
uttering about juſtice, like a moth about a candle 
there are ſo many lime twigs laid in his way, that 
i'll bett a cool hundred he ſwings before 
Chriſtmas.” 


Shall IL own to you that this portrait, drawn hy a. 
chan, heightened by what 1 myſelf had obſerved: 


his deportment,. has intereſted me warmly in the 
e of poor Martin, whom nature ſeems to have iu- 


aded for a uſeful and honourable member-of that 


mmunity, upon which he now preys for ſubſiſt- 
ce ? It ſeems, be lived ſome time as a clerk to a 
ber-merchant, whoſe daughter Martin having 


Prately married, was diſcarded, and his wife turned 
Wt of doors. She did not long ſurvive her marriage; 
Martin, turning fortune-hunter, could not ſupply 


occaſions any other way than by taking to the: 


Wd, in which he has travelled hitherto with uncom- 
Wn ſucceſs.—He pays his reſpects regularly to Mr. 


ice Buzzard, the thief-catcher-general of this me- 
zolis, and ſometimes they ſmoke a pipe together- 
y lovingly, when the converſation generally turns 
n the nature of evidence.—The juſtice has given 
fair warning to take care of himſelf, and he has 
ved his caution in good part.—-Hitherto he has 
led all the vig:lance, art, and activity of Buzzard 
his emiſlaries, with ſuch conduct as would have 
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done honour to the genius of a Cæſar or a Turenne 
but he has one weakneſs, which has proved fatal ty 
all the heroes of the tribe, namely, an indiſcreet de. 

- wvotion to the fair ſex, and, in all probability, he wil 
be attacked on this defenceleſs quarter. 


Be that as it may, I ſaw the body of poor Clinker 
conſigned to the gaoler of Clerkenwell, to who t 
indulgence I recommended him ſo effectually, that hl* 1 
received him in the moſt hoſpitable manner, thong 
there was a neceſſity for equipping him with a fue 
of irons, in which he made a very ruefal appearance « 
The poor creature ſeemed as much affected by nul ! 
uncle's kindneſs, as by his own misfortune. When 8 2 
aſſured him that nothing ſhould be left undone (oF | 
procuring his enlargement, and making his config 4 


ment eaſy in the mean time, he fell down on | V 
knees, and kiſſing my hand, which he bathed ! 
his tears, O ſquire! (cried he, ſobbing) what (uf © 

b 


I ſay? I caiwt—no, I can't ſpeax - my poor ber 
4% is burſting with gratitude to you and my der 
« Jear—generous—noble benefactor.” 


1 proteſt, the ſcene became ſo pathetic, thatl 1 
fain to force myſelf away, and returned to my er 
who ſent me in the afternoon with a complimen H 
one Mr. Mead, the perſon who had been robbe "It 

& Blackheath. As I did not find him at home, en 
2 meſſage, in conſequence of which he cn 
our lodgings this morning, and very lumanely ag P 
tao viſit the priſoner. By this time, lady Gritkin! ei 
come to make her formal compliments of condo”! 

to Mrs. Tabitha, on this domeftic calamity; and! e 
prudent maiden, whoſe paſſion was now co ll 
thought proper to receive her Jadyſhip ſo co” 
that a reconciliation immediately enſued, The" 
ladies reſolved to comfort the poor priſoner it rn 

oY 


wn perſons, and Mr. Mead and I {quired | then 
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lerkenwell, my uncle being detained at home by 
me flight complaints in his Nomach and bowels, 
The turnkey, who received us at Clerkenwell, 
ooked remarkably ſullen ; and when we enquired for 
linker, © I don't care if the devil had him (ſaid he) 3 
here has been nothing but canting and praying ſince } 
the feRow entered the place. Rabbit him! the tap 
vill be ruined—we ha'n't ſold a caſk of beer, nor a 
dozen of wine, ſince he paid his garniſh—the } 
© gentlemen get drunk with nothing but your 
damned religion,—-For my own part, I believe as 
now your mau deals with the devil.—Two or three 
as bold hearts as ever took the air upon Hounſlow, | 
have been blubbering all night; and if the fellow 1 
a'n't ſpeedily removed by habeas corpus, or other- 
wiſe, I'll be damned if there's a grain of true ſpirit 
leſt within theſe walls—we ſlia'n't have a ſoul to 
do credit to the place, or make his exit like a true- F 
born Engliſhman—damn my eyes! there will no- 
thing but ſnivel in the cart—we ſhall all die like 
ſo many pſalm-ſuiging weavers.” 
In ſhert, we found that Humphry was, at ti at 
ery inſtant, haranguing the felons. in the chapel ; 
nd that the gaoler's wife and daughter, together 
1th my aunt's woman, Win, Jenkins, and our 
aſe-maid, were among the audience, which we 
amed:a'ely joined. 1 never ſaw avy thing ſo ſtrong 
pictureſque as this congregation of felons clankiug 
eir chains, in the midſt of whom ſtood oratory 
linker, expatiating, in a tranſport of fervaur, on 
e torments of hell denounced in ſcripture againſt 
nl doers, comprehending murderers, robbers 
lieves, and whoremongers, The variety of atten 
ſn exhibited in the faces of thoſe ragamuſfins, 
rmed a groupe that would not have diſgraced the 
acy of a Raphael. In one, it denoted admiratioa 
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in another, doubt ; in a third, diſdain; in a fourth; be 
eontempt ; in a fifth, terror; in a fixth, deriſon; I in 
and in a ſeventh, indignation—As for Mrs, Winifred W 

enkins, ſhe was in tears, overwhelmed with ſorrow ; his 
but whether for her own fins, or the misfortune of 
Clinker, I cannot pretend to ſay. The other females IN xe 
ſeemed to liſten with a mixture of wonder and de- 
vot ion. The gaoler's wife declared he was ſaint 
ja trouble, ſaying, ſhe wiſhed from her heart there 
was ſuch another good foul, like him, in every ga! 
in England, 

Mr. Mead, having earneſtly ſurveyed the preacher, 
declared his appearance was ſo d fferent from that d 
the perſon who robbed him on Blackhieath, tl. le 
could freely make o th he was not the man: bi 
Humphry himſelf was by this time pretty well ri 
of all apprehenſions of being hanged; for he lu 
been the night before ſolemnly tried and acquitted ly 
his fellow - priſoners, ſome of whom he had alrea; 
converted to Methodiſm. He now made jo: 
acknowledgements for the honour of our viſit, aac 
was permitted to kiſs the hands of the ladies, wh 
aſſured him, he might depend upon their frienhy 
and protection Lady Griſkin, in her great ze 
exhorted his fellow-priſoners to profit by the pt. 
cious opportunity of having ſuch a ſaint in bond 
among them, and turn over a new leaf for the 
nefit of their poor ſouls; and, that her admoritia 
might have the greater effect, ſhe reiniorced it wil 
her bounty. 

While ſhe and Mrs. Tabby returned in the co 
with the two maid-ſervants, I waited on Mr. Ma 
to the houſe of juſtice Buzzard, who, having heat 
his declaration, ſaid his oath could be of no ue! 
preſent, but that he would be a material evic 
for the priſouer at his trial; ſo that there ſeem cane 
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be no remedy but patience for poor Clinker; and, 
indeed, the ſame virtue, or medicine, will be neceſ- 
ry for us all, the iquire in particular, who had ſet 
his heart upon his excurſion to the northward. 

of While we were viſiting honeſt Humphry in Cler- 
es kenwell priſon, my uncle received a much more 
e- extraordinary viſit at his own jodgings. Mr. Mar- 

tin, of whom I have made ſuch henourable mention, 
deſired permiſſion to pay him his reſpects, and was 
admitted accordingly. He told him, that having ob- 
ſerved him, at Mr. Buzzard's, a good deal diſturbed 
y what had happened to his ſervant, he had came 
o aflure him he had nothing to apprehend for Clin. 
ter's life; for, if it was poſſible that any jury could 
ind him guilty upon ſuch evidence, he, Martin 
dimſelf, would produce in court a perſon, whoſe 
Jepofition would bring him off clear as the ſun at 
oon. - Sure, the fellow would not be ſo romantic 
totake the robbery upon himſelf !—He ſaid, the 
ftilion was an infamous fellow, who had been a 
abbler in the ſame profeſſion, and ſaved his life at? 
de Old Bailey by impeaching his companions ; that 
ing now reduced to great poverty, he had made 
is deſperate puſh, to ſwear away the life of an in- 
dcent man, in hopes of having the reward upon his 
nviction ; but that he would find himſelf miſera- 
' diſappointed, for the juſtice and his myrmidons 
re determined to admit of no interloper in this 
anch of buſineſs ; and that he did not at all doubt 
that they would find matter enough to ſhop the 
dence himſelf before the next gaol-delivery, He 
rmed, that all theſe circumſtances were well 
wn to the juſtice ; and that his ſeverity to Clin- 
was no other than a hint to his maſter to make 
a preſent in private, as an acknowledgement of 


candour and humanity. 
OL. I. 
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This hint, however, was ſo -unpalatable to M. fi 
Bramble, that he declared, with great warmth, Mat 
would rather confine himſelf for life to Londo c. 
winch he deteſted, than be at liberty to leave bsh 
'morrow, in contequence of encouraging cori upto ec 
in a magiſtrate. Hearing, however, how favour Ww 
Mr. Mead's report had been for the priſoner, he W#:1 
reſolved to take the advice of counſel in what me ob 
ner to proceed for his immediate enlargement, pr: 
make no doubt, but that in a day or two this trod wi 
ſome buſineſs may be diſcuſſed 3 and in this Hehe 
we are preparing for our journey. If our ede tior 
vours do not milcarry, we ſhall have taken the tot 
before you hear again from ohſe 
Yours, city, 

J. MELroz Wen 
men 

A 
Err 
tat. 
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London, June 11. 


To Dr. Luwis. 


THANK Heaven | dear Lewis, the clout 
Hiſperſed, and I have now the cleareſt proipWme 
my ſummer campaign, which, I hope, I ſhall b Wan 
to begin to morrow. I took the ad vice of cout Rllow 
with reſpect to the caſe of Clinker, in whoſe ta itn; 
a lucky incident has intervened. The fellow 
accuſed him has had his own battery turned s 
himſelf. Two days ago he was apprehendeds 
robbery on the highway, and committed on tit 
dence of an accomplice. Clinker, having u 
for a writ of habeas corpus, was brought bee 
lord chief-juſtice, who, in conſequence of an 3 
vit of the gentleman who had been robbed, 
ing that the ſaid Clinker was not the peri 
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perla of a diſpoſition to forgive Barton, who, I under» 

K 2 


pray ing, and finging pſalms, which he has exerciſed 
witch ſuch effect, that even Tabby reſpects him as a 


tion or hypocriſy in this exceſs of religion, I would 
ot keep him in my ſervice ; but, ſo far as I can 


zrenders him very ſuſceptible of gratitude and attach» 
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ſtopped him on the highway, as well as in conſider- 
ation of the poſtilion's character and preſent cir- 
cumſtances, was pleaſed to order, that my ſervant 
ſhould be admitted to bail; and he has been diſcharg- 
ed accordingly, to the unſpeakable ſat isfaction of our 
whole family, to which he has recommended him- 
ſelf in an extraordinary manner, not only by his 
obliging deportment, but by his talents of preaching, 


hoſen veſſel. If there was any thing like affecta- 


pbſerve, the fellow's charafter is downright fimpli- 
City, warmed with a Kind of enthuſiaſm, which 


ment to his benefactors. 

As he is an excellent horſeman, and underſtands 
Erriery, I have bought a ſtout gelding for his uſe, 
Mat he may attend us on the road, and have an eye 
$ our cattle, in caſe the coachman ſhould not mind 
bis buſineſs, My nephew, who is to ride his own 
Hadle-horſe, has taken, upon trial, a ſervant juſt 
me from abroad with his former maſter, Sir Wil- 
km Strollop, who vouches for his honeſty. The 
low, whoſe name is Dutton, ſeems to be a petit» 
Patre. He has got a ſmattering of French, bows, 
py grins, and ſhrugs, and takes ſnaff à la mode de 
ance, but values himſelf chiefly upon his ſkill and 
xterity in hair-dreſſing. If I am not much de- 
ved by appearance, he is, in all reſpects, the very 
traſt of Humphry Clinker. 

My ſiſter has made up matters with lady Griſkin 
ugh, I muſt own, 1 ſhould not have been ſorry to 
that connexion entirely deſtroyed : but Tabby is 


1 


| 


ED „ 4 ˙ U 2 „. 
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ſtand, is gone to his ſeat in Berkſhire for the ſummeÞ# f 
ſeaſon. I cannot help ſuſpecting, that in the tres 
of peace, which has been lately ratified betwixt tha 
two fernales, it is ſtipulated, that her ladyſnip ſhy 
uſe her beſt endeavours to provide an agreeable feln | 
mate for our filter Tabitha, who ſeems to he qui 
deſperate in her matrimonial deſigus. Perhaps t! 
match-maker is to have a valuable confideration 
deſerve, if ſhe ca! find auy man in his ſenſes u! 
will yoke with Mrs. - Bramble from motives of 4 
feQion or intereſt, | 
I find my ſpirits and my health affect each ot 


reciprocally—that is to ſay, every thing that diſconiſ6 U. 
poſes my mind produces a correſpondent diſorder e 
my body; and my bodily complaints are remark} vh 
mitigated by thoſe confiderations that diflipate of: 
clouds of mental -chagrin.—The impritenmen ff * | 
Clinker brought on thoſe ſymptoms which I ny 27 1 
tioned in my laſt, and now they are vanmaed  - 
diſcharge. It maſt be owned, indeed, I tx (on PE 
of the tincture of ginſeng, prepared accori.n; WW? [ 
your preſcription, and found it exceedingly grate — 
to the ſtomach ; but the pain and ſickneſs com, 
to return, after ſhort intervals, till the anxiety of * 
mind was entirely removed, and then I fours ne 
ſelf perfeRtly at eaſe. We have had fair we 
theſe ten days, to the aſtoniſhment of the Lond. - 
who think it portentous. If you enjoy the * 5 
indulgence in Wales, I hope Parnes has get , 
made, and ſafe cocked, by this time. As well ul 
be in motion for ſome weeks, I cannot cx 
hear from you as uſual; but I ſhall continue The 
write from every place at which we mak? 1 "ang 


halt, that you may Know our trach un 6 
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ſhould be neceſſary to communicate any thing 


Your aſſured friew], 


„London, June 14. Marr. BRAMBLE«» 


DEAR MARV, 


HavING the occaſion of my couſin Jenkins of 
bergany, 1 ſend you, as a token, a turkey-ſhell 
wb, a kiple of yerds of green ribbon, and a ſar- 
dent upon the notlungneſs of good works, which 
s preached in the Tabernacle z and you will alfa 
ceive a horn-buck for Saul, whereby the may learn 
letters; for I'm much conſarned about the ſtate 
her poor fole—-and what are all the purſuits of 
is life to the conſarns of that immortal part ?— 


re bat is life but a veil of affliction? O Mary! the 
= hole family have been in ſuch a conſtipation Mr. 
ww linker has been in trouble, but the gates of hell 
an ee not been able to prevail againſt him. — His vire 
Wente 1s ke poor goul, ſeven times tried in the fire. 
Lone was tuck up for a rubbery, and had before guſ- 


Bufsuhad, who made his mittamouſe; and the 


IF 

6 & vouth was ſent to priſon upon the falſe oaf of 
* Wikan, that wanted to [ware his life away for the 
ped RET of Cain, : 

me The iquie did all in his power, but could not 
ke ent his being, put in chains, and confined among 
in mmon manufactors, where he ſtud like an inno- 


at ſheep in the midſt of wolves and tygers— Lord 
| : K 3 
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knows what mought have happened to this pyehouſe 
young man, if maſter had not applied to Apias Kor. 

kus, who lives with the ould bailiff, and is, they 

ſay, five hundred years ould, (God bleſs us!) and a 
congeror: but, if he be, ſure I am he don't deal 
with the devil, otherwiſe he wouldn't have fought 

out Mr. Clinker as he did, in ſpite of ſtone walls 

iron bolts, and double locks, that flaw open at lis 
command: for ould Scratch has not a greater enemy I 
upon hearth than Mr. Clinker, who is, indeed, a very 
powerfull labourer in the Lord's vineyard. 1 to ng 
more than yuſe the words of my good lady, wht ly 
got the infectual calling; and, I truſt, that even my. Wi; 
ſelf, though unworthy, ſhall find greaſe to be g. 
cepted, Miſs Liddy has been touched to the quick, 
but is a little timorſome: howſomever, I make m 
doubt, but ſhe, and all of us, will be brought, h 
the endeavuurs of Mr. Clinker, to produce bleile 
fruit of generation and repentance——As for maſts 
and the young ſquire, they have as yet had nam 
glimpſe of the new light. -—-I doubt as how tet; 
herts are hardened by wortdly wiſdom, which, as tz 
pyeb:ll faith, is fooliſhneſs in the fight of God. 

O Mary Jones, pray without ſeizing for greatet 
prepare you for the operations of this wonderful n. 
ſirament, which, I hope, will be exorciſed tins wir 
ter upon you and others at Brambleton hajl.——tIs 
morrow; we are to ſet out in a cox and four for Lack. 
ſhire; and, TI believe, we ſha!l travel that way t 
and far, and farther than I can tell ; but I thautg 
ſo far as to forget my friends; and Mary Jones vs 
always be remembered as one of them by hier 


humble ſarvant, 


London, June 14 WIN. JENKING 


BUMPHRY CLINKER. 


deze: ref et hte tghhett er. t: 


1d . 

4 Mrs. GwyLliu, houſe-keeper at Bram- 
hers bleton- hall. 

alls 

ls MES. GWYLLIM 


MEI CAN'T help thinking it very ftrange, that 1 
Ve) Never had an anſwer to the letter I wrote you ſome 
0 10 Weeks ago from Bath, concerning the ſour bear, the 
"8 nder, and the maids eating butter, which I won't 
How to be waſted——\Ve are now going upon & 
© Fog gurney to the north, whereby I defire you wilt 
 Bredouble your care and circumflexion, that the family 
© may be well managed in our abſence ; for, you know, 
EY du muſt render accunt, not only to your earthly maſ- 
© Ster, but alſo to him that is above; and if you are: 
rnd a good and faithful ſarvant, great will be your. 
Ninrd in haven, I hope there will be twenty ſtan 
& cheeſe ready for market by the time I get huom, 
Dans much gpl (pun, as will make half a dozen 
Ki of blankets; and that the ſavings of the butter= 
Milk will fetch me a good penny before Martiumaſs, 
me two pigs are to be fed for baking with birch» 

mat and acrons. | 
| wrote to door Lews for the fame porpuls, but 
erer had tie good manners to take the lealt notice 
"MF my letter; for which reaſon, I ſhall never favour 
"WW with another, though he beſhits me on his ben- 
Wd knees, You will do well to keep a watchful 
Fe over the hind Villiamg, who is one of his amiſ- 
ies, and, I believe, no better than be ſhould be 
& b4itom. God forbid that I ſhould lack chriſtian 
Warity but charity begins at huom, aud ſure nothing 
K 4 
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of ſuch vermine. I do ſuppoſe, that the brindled 
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can be a*more charitable work than to rid the fam iy 


| 

| cow has been had to the parſon's bull, that old M!! 
has had another litter of pigs, and that Dick is becomes Þ © 
a mighty mouſer. Pray order every thing for the ! 
beſt, and be frugal, and keep the maids to their h. 1! 
bour.—If I had a private opportunity, I would {-nd K 
them ſome hymns to ſing inſtead of profane ballads, f 
but, as I can't, they and you mutt be contented un 
the prayers of # 
Your aſſured friend, 7 

London, June 14. T. BRAMBLE, £ 
Rn 

* n * Ti 

15 the 

: © mc 

To Sir WaTk&iN PaiLLIPs, Bart. of Jeu e 
College, Oxcn. Du 

vel. 

DEAR PHILLIPS, we: 
THE very day after TI wrote my laſt, Clinker us pl 

ſet at liberty—As Martin had foretold, the accu © 

was himſelf committed for a robbery, upon wnyuc A 

tionable evidence. He had been for ſome time 1 Y 

the ſnares of the thief · taking ſociety; who, reins; 2 

his preſumption in attempting to incroach upon dies 4 1 
monopoly of impezc'iment, had him taken up 's 

committed to Newgate, on the depoſition of an # "4 


complice, who has been admitted as evidence for“? 
king. The poſtilion being upon record as an od 6 
fender, the chief juſtice made no ſcruple of ada 
Clinker to bail, when he peruſed the atfida: itt 
Mr. Me:d, importing that the ſaid Clinker was uf 
the perſon that robbed him on Blackheath j and hne 
Humphry was diſcharged When he came home, 


his ſhoes; ſo that I was obliged to ſtop at Barnet 
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expreſſed great eagerneſs to pay his reſpects to hi 
maſter, and here his elocution failed him, but hug 
filence was pathetic ; he fell down at his feet, and 
embraced his knees, ſhedding a flood of tears, uch 
my uncle did not ſec without emotion He took ſnuff 
in ſome confuſion ; and, putting his hand in his pocs 
ket, gave him his bleſſing in ſomething more ſubs 
ſtantial than words —“ Clinker (faid he), I am fol 
„well convinced both of your honeſty and courage, 
e that Lam reſolved to make you my life- guard- man 
. on tlie highway.” 
lle was accordingly provided with a caſe of piſtols, 
and a carbine to be ſlung acroſs his ſhoulders ; and 
every other preparation being made, we ſet out laſt 
Thurſday, at ſeven in the morning ; my uncle, with 
"the three women in the coach; Humphry, well 
mounted on a black gelding bought for bis uſe ; my- 
ſelf a-horſeback, attended by my new valet, Mr. 
Dutton, an exceeding coxcomb, freſh from his tra- 
vels, whom I have taken upon trial—The fellow 
wears a ſolitaire, uſes paint, and takes rappee with 
ul the grimace of a French marquis. At preſenty 
* however, he is in a riding-dreſs, jack-boots, leather 
Preeches, a ſcarlet waiſtcoat with gold binding, a 
Feed hat, a hanger, a French poſting whip in his 
ag, and his hair en queue. 
L Before we had gone nine miles, my horſe loſt one 


WD have another, while the coach proceeded at an eaf: 
ce over the common. About a mile ſhort of Hats 
ld, the poſtilion, ſtopping the carriage, gave no- 
e to Clinker that there were two ſuſpicious fellows 
horſeback, at the end ef a lane, who ſeemed wait» 
to attack the coach. Humphry forthwith ap- 
led my uncle, declaring he would ſtand by him 
the laſt drop of 1 and, wylinging bs 
5 | 


— — a+ <<<, ve. 
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 Felf, was the firſt to laugh at his own fituation; ! 
©: was not without difficulty that Tabby's arms cl: + 7 


carbine, prepared for action. The 'ſquire hy 
piſtols in the pockets of the coach, and reſolved tg 
make uſe of them directly Hut he was effeQually 
prevented by his fewale companions, who flune 


themſelves about his neck, and fcreamed in concert b 
At that inſtant, who ſhould come up at a hen. a 
gallop, but Martin, the highwayman, who, a. 
eing to the coach, begged the ladies would compoefpe | 
themſelves for a moment; then, defiring Clinker toffffk;1 
follow him to the charge, he pulled a piſtol out r: 
his boſom, and they rode up together to give bat x 
to the rogues, who, having fired at a great diſt ne hun 
fled a-croſs the common. They were in purſuit Mine 
the fugitives when I came up, not a little dun pon 
at the ſhrieks in the coach, where I found my ui, + 


in a violent rage, without his periwig, ſtruggling e..4; 
diſentangle bimſelf from Tabby and the other wh; +! 
and ſwearing with great vociferation. Before I iWon 
time to interpoſe, Martin and Clinker returncd fr „ 
the purſuit, and the former paid his compliments wail. 
great politeneſs, giving us to underſtand, tht ke 
fellows had ſcampered off, and that he belteved tt 


m 
were a couple of raw prentices from London. Here 
commended Clinker for his courage, and ſaid, if ere 


would give him leave, he would have the honour! 5 lit 

accompany us as far as Stevenage, where he hd ui 

buſineſs. N 
The ſquire, having recollected and adjuſted b 


be untwiſted from his neck. Liddy's tceth chat" Bc 
and Jenkins was threatened with a fit as ufual. 1! 
communicated to my uncle the character of Ma 
as it was deſcribed by the conſtable, and he was m 
Bruck with its ſingulacity—He could not {upp 
&llow had any deſigu on our company, which vs 
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umerous and well armed; he therefore thanked him 
r the ſervice he had juſt done them, ſaid he would 
de glad of his company, and afked him to dine with 


nas at Hatfield, This invitation might not have been 
fung recable to the ladies, had they known the real pro- 
ncarfW2lion of our gueſt; but this was a ſecret to all, ex- 
120M: pt my uncle and myſelf — Mrs. Tabitha, however, 
v2! ould by no means conſent to proceed with a caſe 
"poet loaded piſtols in the coach, and they were forthe 
er 10 ith diſcharged in complaiſance to her and the reſt 
"ut ot the women. 

bat? Bang pratified in this particular, ſhe became re- 
* nee | 1arkably good-humoured, and at dinner behaved in 
wut ene molt affable manner to Mr. Martin, with whoſe 
aneh polite addreſs and agreeable converſation ſhe ſeemed 
unde o be much taken. After dinner, the landlord ac- 
in; feting me in the yard, aſked, with a fignificanc look, 
t the gentleman that rode the ſorrel belonged to our 


Company ?—1 underftood his meaning, but anſwered, 
cg; cat he had come up with us on the common, 
ts Wi helped us to drive away two fellow that looked 
re highway men He nodded three times diſtinctly, 
fe $5 much as to lay, He Knorvs his cue. Then he en- 
red if one of thoſe men was mounted on a bay 
mere, and the other on a cheſnut gelding, with a 
I lite ftreak down his forehead ? and being anſwered 
MW the affirmative, he aſſured me they had rubbed 
hee polt-chaiſes that very morning--I inquired in 
Wy turn, if Mr. Martin was of his acquaintance z 
d, nodding thrice again, he aniwered, that be bad 
in the gentleman, X 
Before we left Hatfield, my uncle, fixing his eyes 
$2 Martin with ſuch exprefſion as is more eaſily con- 
eived than deſcribed, aſked, if he often travelled that 
ad ? and he replied with a look which denoted his 


ritanding the queſtion, that he very ſeldom did 
a 4A 
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Puſine d in that part of the country. In a word, ths W # 
adventurer favoured us with his company to the neigh. I « 
Dourhcod of Stevenage, where he took his leave of I « 
the coach and me, in very polite terms, and turned IF « 
pff upon a croſs road, that led to a village on the 1“ 
left—At ſupper, Mrs, Tabby was very full in the 1 
praiſe of Mr. Martin's good-fenſe and good- breeding, 1“ 
nd ſcemed to regret that the had not a farther oppu- 1“ 
TFanity te make ſome experiment upon his affection, . 
Wn the morning, my uncle was not a little ſurpriſe 

o receive from the waiter a billet couched in the- 


ords— 


« Sir, 

« 1 Could eaſily perceive from your looks, wich 7 
had the honour to converſe with you at Hitticlc, 
that my character is not unknown to you; and, | 
dare ſay, you wou't think it ſtrange, that Ine f 
be glad to change my preſent way of hic fo 


| : cet 
any other hone [t occupation, let it be ever 10 11m. * 
F () 
«.ble, that will afford me bread in moderation, and 
c , : : * ton 
« fleep in fatety—Perhaps you may think 1 flatter, © ., 


„ when 1 ſay, that from the moment I was witne's 
to your generous concern in the cauſe of your fer #2, 
vant, I conceived a particular eſteem and venere. 
tion for your perſon ; and yet what I ſay is true, ! 
ſhould think myſelf happy, if I could be admuted Þ a 
into your protection and ſervice, as howſe-fewar, U 7 
clerk, butler, or bailift, for either of which places 


| a: = Wo 
i think myfelf tolerably well qualified; and, fure . 
I am, 1 ſhould not be found deficient in gratitude WY 0p 
and fidelity - At the ſame time, I am very tent: he 


& how, much you muſt deviate from the comme 
© maxims of difcretion, even in putting my probe 
„ Guns to the trial; but 1 don't look upon you 3 
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« perſon that thinks in the ordinary ſtyle ; and the 
h. „ delicacy of my ſituation will, I know, juſtify this 
of J addreſs to a heart warmed with beneficence and 
d „ compaſſion—Underflanding you are going pretty 
he „ far north, I ſhall take an opportunity to throw 
he myſelf in your way again, before you reach the 
„ borders of Scotland ; ard I hope, by that time, 
u- © © you will have taken into conſideration the truly 
on. u diſtretsful caſe of 


d « honoured fir, 
& your very humble 
« and devoted ſervant, 


„ F)ivARD MARTIN? 


NI 

* Tie *ſquire having peruſod this letter, put it into 
+ my hand, without ſayivg a ſyllable; and when TI had 
15 read it, we looked at each other in ſilence. From Aa 
certain ſparkling in his eyes, I diſcovered there was 
* more in Lis heart than he cared to expreſs with Ing 
= | tongue, in favour of poor Martin; and this was pre- 
© | ciicly my own feeling, which he did not fail to diſ- 
"| cen by the ſame means of communication“ What 
"| © ſhall we do (ſaid he) to ſave this poor finner from 
* the gallows, and make him a uſeful member of the 
* IF * commonwealth 2 And yet the proverb ſays, Save à 
(ted « thief from the gallows, and be'll cut your throat,” 


© Þ 7 told him, 1 really believed Martin was capable of 


aces g:ving the proverb the lie; and that I ſhould heartily 
Nod concur in any ſtep he might take in favor of his ſol- 
pos Yicitation, We mutually reſolved to deliberate upon 
” he ſubject, and, in the mean time, proceeded on our 
nit"! 


Yourney. The roads, having been broke up by the 
Peavy rains in the fpring, were ſo rough, that although 
Fc travelled very ſlowly, the jolting occaſioned ſuck 


* 
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dawn > to my uncle, that he was become exceedingly 
eim when we arrived at this place, which lies 
Gout eight miles from the pott-road, between We. 
Herby and Boroughbridge. 
Harrigate water, ſo. celebrated for its efficacy in 
he ſcurvy and other diſtempers, is fupplicd from a 
opious ſpring, in the hollow of a wild comm, 
und which a good many houtes have been biii!lf tor 
convenience of the drinkers, though few of tom 
re inhabited, Moſt of ihe company lodge at ime 
ſtance, in five ſep.irate inns, fitugod in different pats 
the common, from witwnce tiiey go every m 11» 
g to the well, in their own carriages. The loJgors 
each inn form a diſtinct ſociety, that eat toy ther ; 
nd there is a commodious public room, where they 
reakfaſt in diſhabille, at e. rate tables, from eiglu 
Fclock till eleven, as they chance or chuſe to come 
h—Here allo they drink tea in the afternoon, and 
Hay at cards or dance in the evening, One cuſtom, 
pwever, prevails, which I look upon as a folec,m 
politeneſs The ladies treat with tea in their tums; 
nd even girls of ſixteen are not exempted from tas 
zanmeful impoſition—There is a public ball by ſub. 
ription every niglu at one of the houſes, to which 
ll the company from the others are admitted by be- 
gets; and, indeed, Harrigate treads vpe 511 the heels 
Bath in the articles of gaiety and diflipation— 
ich this difference, however, that here we are more 
Xiable and familiar, Ons of the inns is already fal 
y to tne very garrets, having no leſs than fifty lud- 
ers, and as many ſervants. Our family does net 
xcecd thirty-ſix ; and I ihould be ſorry to fee tle 
dumber augmented, 2s our accuramodations wont 
mit of muc.1 increaſe. | 
At preſent, the company is more agreeab!e the 
ne could expect from an accidental aflemblage « 
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HUMPHRY CLINV KER. 
perſons who are utter ſtrangers to one another 
There ſeems to be a general diſpoſition among us 
maintain good-fellowſhip, and promote the purpoſe 
of humanity, in favour of thoſe who come hither a 
the ſcore of health. I ſee ſeveral faces which we le 
at Bath, although the majority are of the Northe 
connties, and many come from Scotland for the bg 
nefit of theſe waters—In ſuch a variety there mu 
be ſome originals, among whom Mrs. Tabitha Bra 
ble is not the moſt inconfiderable—No place whe 
there is ſuch an intercourſe between the ſexes, ca 
be diſagreeable to a lady of her views and tempery 
ment—She has had ſome warm diſputes at tabl 
with a lame parſon from Northumberland, - on Qt 
new birth, and the inſignificance of moral virtus 
and her arguments have been reinforced by an'© 
Scotch lawyer, in a tye perriwig, who, though 
has loſt his teeth, and the uſe of his limbs, can fi 
wag his tongue with great voiubility, He has ps: 
her ſuch fulſome compliments upon her piety at 
learning, as ſeem to have won her heart; and 
in her turn, treats lum with ſuch attention as indicat 
a deſign upon his perſon ; but, by all accounts, he 
too much a fox to be inveigled into any ſnare that fl 
can lay for his affection. 

We do not propoſe to ſtay long at Harri gate, thoug 
at preſent, it is our head- quarters, from whence . 
ſhall make ſome excurſions, to viſit two or three 
our rich relations, who are ſettled in this county, 
Pray remember me to all our friends of Jeſus, 
allow me to be ſtill 


Yours affectionately, 


Harrigate, June 2 3- J. VMELFORR 
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To Dr. LEtwis. 


DEAR DOCTOR, 
CONSIDERING the tax we pay for turnpikes, and 


the roads of this country conſtitute a moſt intolerable my 
grievance. Between Newark and Wetherby, I have . 
ſuffered more from jolting and ſwinging than ever [ wer 
felt in the whole courſe of my life, although the car- : 4 
riage is remarkably commodious and well hung, and the 75 as 
poſtilions were very careful in driving. I am now | ag 
ſafely houſed at the New Inn, at Harrigate, whither 1. 


I came to ſatisfy my curioſity, rather than with any 
view of advantage to my health ; and, truly, after 1 
having conſidered all the parts and particulars of the 15 


place, I cannot account for the concourſe of people 5 
one finds here, upon any other principle but that of «ph 
caprice, which ſeems to be the character of our na- bo : 
tion. nor 
Harrigate is a wild common, bare and bleak, rue 
without tree or ſhrub, or, at leaſt, ſigns of cultiv . 4 
tion; and the people who come to drink the water . Hi 


are crowded together in paltry mins, where the few be 
tolerable rooms are monopolized by the friends and 
favourites of the houſe, and all the reſt of the lodgers 
are obliged to put up with dirty holes, where the 4. 
is neither ſpace, air, nor convenience. My apart- 
ment is about ten feet ſquare; and when the folding: 
bed is down, there is juſt room ſufficient to paſs be. 
tween it and the fire. One might expect, indeed 
chat there would be no occaſion for a fire at Mid 
TBmmer ; but here the climate is ſo backward, tha 


a aſh tree which our landlord has planted before nj 


, 
. 


| medicine. Some people ſay it ſmells of rotten eggs, 


Wich ſulphur; and Dr. _— in his book upon mineral 


well Pace tant; vir; I, for my part, have never 
obſerved any thing like ſulphur, either in or about 
the well, neither do I find that any brimſtone has 


E while I advanced the glaſs to my mouth with the 
cther; and after I had made (hitt to ſwallow it, my 
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window, is juft beginning to put forth its leaves; 
and I am fain to have my bed warmed every night. 
As for the water, which is ſaid to have effected fo 
many ſurpriſing cures, I htve drank it once, and the 
firſt draugiit has cured me of all deſire to repeat the 


and others compare it to the ſcourings of a foul gun, 
It is generally ſuppoſed to be ſtrongly impregnated 


waters, ſays, he has ſeen flakes of ſulphur floating in the 


ever been extracted from the water. As ſor the 
ſmell, if I am to be allowed to judge from my own 
organs, it is exactly that of bilge-water ; and the 
{alins taſte of it ſcems to declare that it is nothing 
el's than ſalt water putrifſied in the bowels of the 
earth, I was obliged to hold my nofe with one hand, 


#{(tomach could hardly retain what it had received. 
ATie only effects it produced were ſickneſs, gripings 
and inſurmountable diſguſt.—! can hardly mention 
it without ruking.— The world is firangely mifled 
by the affectution of tungularity. I cannot help {uſu 
pecting that this water owes its reputation in a great 
meaſure to its being fo ſtrikingly otteuſix e.-- On the 
ſame kind of anale gy, a German doctor has introduced 
3 and other poiſons as ſpecifics into the mates 
ia medica. I am perſuaced that all the Cures aſcribs 
ed to the Harrigate water, would have been as effica- 
ouſly, and infinitely more agreeably performed by 
he internal and external uſe of ſea-water. Sure KL 
am, this laſt is much leſs nauſeous to the taſte and 
mell, and much more gentle in itz operation as A 


— 
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purge, as well as more extenſive in its medical ies 
qualities. ext 
Two days ago, we went acroſs the country to viſit hin 
ſquire Burdock, who married a firſt-couſin of my Þ he 
father, an heireſs, who brought him an eſtate of a Wrio 
thouſand a-year. This gentleman is a declared op- bra 
ponent of the miniſtry in parliament ; and having W {1 
an opulent fortune, piques himſelf upon living inthe bea 
country, and maintaining od Fngli/h hoſpitality, his 
By the bye, this is a phraſe ven nuch uſed by the J ere 
Engliſh themſclves, both in words and writing; but Wdiſr 
never heard of it out of the iflind, except by way tur 
of irony and ſarcaſm. What the hoſpitality cf our dec 
forefathers has been, I ſhould be glad to ſee recorded nov 
rather in the memoirs of firangers who have vitte! Fupe 
gur country, and were the proper objects and judats WW * 
of ſuch hoſpitality, than in the diſcourſe and lacubri ſtif 
tions of the modern Engliſh, who feem to deſcribe t in [ 
from theory and conjecture, Certain it is, we 72 but 
generally looked upon by foreigners as a people 1 wit 
tally deliitote of this virtue; and I never was in ay nerv 
country abroad, where I did not meet with perats Wow 
of dittinclion, who complained of having beer. +» of, 
hoſpitably uſed in Great-Britain. A gone ft Wwo 
France, Italy, or Germany, who bas entertained ant the 
lovged an Engliſhman at bis kane, when be ae: Nhe 
wads meets with his gueſt in London, is erde Won 
dinner at the Saracen's-head, the Tuck's-heud, e ber 
Boar's head, or the Bear, eats raw beef and butter, 
drinks execrable port, and is allowed to pay his this 
of the reckoning. 

But to return from this digreſſion, Which my fes. 
ing for the honour of my country obliged me 79 
make — our Y orkſhire couſin has been a mighty to4- 
hunter before the Lord; but now he is too fat and 
Wieldy to leap ditches and five-bar gates; neVertiie 
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cal Þ leſe, he ſtill keeps a pack of hounds, which are well 

exerciſed ; and his huntſman every night entertains 
fit him with the adventures of the day's chace, which 
ny be recites in a tone and terms that are extremely cu. 
f a Wrious and ſignificant. In the mean time, his broad 
p- Þ brawn is ſcratched by one of his grooms. This 
nz ſellow, it ſeems, having no inclination to curry any 
he Whbeaſt out of the table, was at great pains to ſcollop 
— ho nails in ſuch a manner that the blood followed at 
the every ſtroke.—He was in hopes that he would be 
but diſmiſſed from this diſagreeable office, but the event 
ay turned out contrary to his expectatiun.—His matter 
our declared he was the beſt ſcratcher in the family; and 
*1 F now he will not ſuffer any other ſervant to draw a nail 
tel upon his carcaſe. 
co This 'ſquire's lady is very rroud, without being 
2 W ſtiff or inacceſſible. — She receives even her inferiors 
in point of fortune with a kind of arrogant civility z 
„but then ſhe thinks ſte has a right to treat them 
C with the moſt ungracious. freedoms of ſpeech, and 
never fails to Jet them know ihe is ſenſible of her 
oon ſuperior affluence.— ln a word, the tpeaks well 

of no living ſoul, and has not one ſingle friend in the 
it Fworld, Her huſband hates her mortally z but altho® 
av the brute is ſometimes fo very powerful in him that 
de will have his own way, he generally truckles to her 
die dominion, and dreads, like a ſchool- boy, the lath of 
eber tongue. On the other hand, fhe's afraid of pro- 
ters Woking him too far, leſt he ſhould make ſome deſ- 
are Perate effort to ſhake off her yoke — She, therefore, 
Wcquieſces in the proofs he daily gives of his attach 
nent to the liberty of an Engliſh freeholder, by ſay- 

Dig and doing, at his own table, whatever gratifies the 
Wratality of his diſpoſition, or contributes to the eats 
df his perſon. The houſe, though large, is neither 
*. legaut nor comfſortable.—It looks like a great inn, 


— 
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rowded with travellers, who dine at the Jandlord's 
ordinary, where there is a great profuſion of vituls 
and drink, but mine hoſt ſeems to be miſplaced; 
nd I would rather dine upon filberts with a hermit, 
han feed upon veniſon with a hog. The footmen 
ay be aptly compared to the waiters of a tavern, tt 
ney were more forvite able, and lets rapacious; but 
ey are generally inſolent and inattentive, and o 
greedy, that, I think, I can dine better, and for les 
Xpence, at the Star and Garter in Pall-mall, than :t 
pur coutin's cattle in Yorkſhire. The 'ſquire is vet 
paly accommodated with a wife, but he is alto hlef. 
ed with an ony ſon, about two and e, Jul re- 
urned from Italy, a complete fiddler and diett unt; 
mnd he ſlips no opportunity of manifetting ttie mint 
erfect contempt for his own futher, 

When we arrived, there was a family of foreigners 
at the houſe, on a viſit to this virtuoſo, with whom 
ey had been acquainted at the Spa; it was lle 
Pount de Metvlte, with his lady, an their via ty 
Wcorland, Mr. Burdock had met with an accid. nt, 
lin — of winch both the count and I would 
Eave retired, but the young gentleman and his mo— 
her invited upon our ſtaying dinner; and their ſe— 
Eenity ſeemed to be ſo little ruffled by what had dun- 
Pened, that we complied with their invitation. The 
1 quire had been brought home over-night in his t- 
haiſe, fo terribly helaboured about the pate, tinat lie 
Weemed to be in a ſtate of ſtupefaction, and lad ever 
fince remained ſpeechleſs. A country aputh cap, 
alled Grieve, who lived in a neighbouring vill-gz, 
having been called to his aſſiſtance, had let him blood, 
and applied a pouttice to his head, declaring, that he 
mad no fever, nor any other bad ſymptom but de 
oss of ſpeech, if he had really loſt that faculty. But 
Ne young 'iquire ſaid this practitioner was an ige 
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s rantaccio, that there was a fracture in the cranium 
F and that there was a neceſſity for having him trepan- 
; ned without loſs of time, His mother, eſpouſing 
, this opinion, had ſent an» expreſs to York for a ſure 
n geon to perform the operation, and he was already 
if come with his *prentice and inftruments. Having 
examined the patient's head, he began to prepare his 
0 dieffings ; though Grieve ſtill retained his firſt opinion 
> Þ that there was no fracture, and was the more cons 
t firmed in it as the *ſquire had paſſed the night in pros 
ot © found fleep, uninterruptcd by any catching or cone 
(i. vulſion. The York furgeon ſaid he could not tell 
e whether there was a fracture, until he ſhould take 
off the ſcalp ; but, at any rate, the operation might bg 
lt of ſervice in giving vent to any blood that might be 


* extravaſated, either above or below the dura mater 
ers The lady and her fon were clear for trying the expe- 
n riment ; and Grieve was diſmiſſed with ſome marks 
12 of contempt, which, perhaps, he owed to the plains 
ts ness of his appearance, He ſeemed to be about the 
at, 1 middle age, wore his own black hair, without any 
114 I fort of dreſſing; by his garb, one would have taken 
0. bim for a quaker, but he had none of the ſtiff⸗ 
le» neſs of that feet; on the contrary, he was very ſubs 
„ muſive, reſpectful, and remarkably taciturn. 

„ Leaving the ladies in an apartment by themſelves 
„ve atjourned to the patient's chamber, where the 
e greſmings and inſtruments were diſplayed in order 


+ 


* upon a pewter diſh. The operator, laying aſide his 
„coat and perriwig, equipped himſelf with a night- cap, 
1-2, apron, and fleeves, while his *prentice and footman, 


od, eizing the *fquire's head, began to place it in a proper 
he poſture.— But mark what followed—The patient 
e ! bolting upright in his bed, collared each of theſe af, 
Lu: ſictants with the graſp of Hercules, exclaiming, in a 


Pellowing tone, 4 I ha'n't lived ſo long in Yorkſhire 
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to be trepanned by ſuch vermin as you ;” and leap. W * 
ing on the floor put on his breeches quietly, to the ©" 
aſtoniſhment of us all. The ſurgeon till inſiſted upon fc 
the operation, alledging it was now plain that tie < 
brain was injured, and defiring the ſervants to put hm l 
into bed again; but no body would venture to exe. 
cute his orders, or even to interpoſe; when the '{quire * 
turned him and his aſſiſtants out of doors, and threw de 
his apparatus out at the window, Having thus af. Þ * 
ſerted his prerogative, and put on his cloaths win © 
the help of a valet, the count, with my nephew ad 
me, were introduced by his fon, and received wit, 
his uſual fſiyle of ruſtic civility ; then turning to be 
ſignor Macaroni, with a ſarcaſtic grin, “ tell tie: fu 
« what, Dick (ſaid he), a man's ſcull is not toe? 
« bored every time his head is broken; and I'll con PE 
« yince thee and tliy mother, that I know as many 
& tricks as e er an old fox in the Weſt Riding.“ 
We afterwards underſtood he had quarre!led at: 
public houſe with an exciſeman, whom he challeng! 
to a bout at ſingle ftick, in which he had been 
worlted ; and that the ſhame cf this defeat had tial 
up his tongus. As for madam, ſhe had ſhewn wi 
concern for his diſaſter, and now heard of his re 
very without emotion —She had taken ſome little ns 
tice of my ſiſter and niece, though rather with a ver 
*to.indulge her own petulance than out of any ſent 
ment of regard to our family.— She ſaid Liddy wa 
fright, and ordered her woman to adjuſt her hea 
before dinner; but ſhe would not meddle with Tab 
whoſe ſpirit, ſhe ſoon perceived, was not to be itt 
tated with impunity. At table, ſhe acknowledge 
me ſo far as to ſay ſhe had heard of my father; 6 
ſhe hinted, that he had diſobliged her family by ma 
ing a poor match in Wales. She was diſagrees 
familiar in her enquiries about our circumſtancs 
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u year, ſhe replied, with a diſdainſul toſs of her head, 
independence on ſuch a paltry proviſion, 

her, 1 had the honour to fit in parliament with her 
come; and 1 believed there was not a more inde- 


{ pendent and incorruptible member in the houſe. © Ay; 
E but times are changed, (cricd the *{quire)—Country 


* comers, for the honour of Old England.” 
ebe the caſe (ſaid 1), tis a wonder you can maine | 


' 
every individual lived in the ſame ſtyle, you would | 
F conſequence your hoſpitality would not ſhine ſo i 
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and aſked if I intended to bring up my nephew to 
the law. TI told her, that, as he had an independent 
fortune, he ſhould follow no profeſſion but that of a 
country gentleman ; and*that I was not without 
hopes of procuring for him a ſeat in parliament, 
« Pray, couſin (ſaid ſhe), what may his fortune be?“ 
When I anſwered, that, with what I ſhould be able 
to give him, he would have better than two thouſand 


tut it would be impotlible for him to preſerve Ins 
Not a little nettled at this arregant remark, I told 


father, when he had little more than half that in- 


gentlemen now a days live after another faſhion, 
„My table alone ſtands me in a cool thouſand a 
C quarter, though I raiſe my own ſtock, port my 
% own liquor s, and have every thing at the firſt hand. 
True it is, I keep open houſe, and receive all 
If that 


e tain it at ſo ſmall an expence ; but every private 
gentleman is not expected to keep a caravanſera 
for the accommodation of travellers : indeed, if 


not have ſuch a number of guelts at your table, of 


bright for the glory of the Weſt Riding.” The 
oung ſquire, tickled by this ironical obſervation 
claimed, „O che burla /”— his mother eyed me in 
Vence with a ſupercilious air; and the father of the 
aſt, taking a bumper of October, My ſervice to 
Jeu, coutin Bramble {ſaid he); I have always beard 
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« there was ſomething keen and biting in the air o 
«the Welch mountains.” 

I was much pleaſed with the connt de Melville, 
who is ſenſible, eaſy, and polite ; and the counteſs i; Mwir 
the moſt amiable woman I ever beheld, In tbe af. tion 
ternoon they took leave of their entertainers, aud is 
the young gen:leman, mounting his horſe, undertook ud 
to conduct their coach through the park, while onen 
of their ſervants rode round to give notice to the reſt Ho t 
whom they had left at the public houſe on the road. our 
The moment their backs were turned, the cenforiou@rith 
dæmon took poſleſſion of our Yorkſhire landlady anden at 
our ſiſter Tabitha, — The former obſerved, that the hi! 
counteſs was a good ſort of a body, but totally igno- Hut 
rant of good- breeding, conſequently aukward in here t 
addreſs. The "{quire ſaid, he did not pretend to tneFWreat 
breeding of any thing but colts; bat that the jalMaſt 
would be very handſome, if ſhe was little mere n{WWehuc 
fleſh. © Handſome ! (cried Tabby) ſhe has nd aWpon 
& pair of black eyes without any meaning; but he. 
& there is not a good feature in her face.“ Hip 
& know not what you call good features in W rea 
« (replied our landlord) ; but they'll paſs in uc, 
&« ſhire.” Then turning to Liddy, he added, „ Wage re 
« ſay you, my pretty Redſtreak ?—what is your e oth 
« nion of the connteſs ?” „ 1 think (cried Lahve 
« with great emotion) ſhe's an angel.” Tabby cu0ved 
her for talking with ſuch freedom in company eca 
and the lady of the houſe ſaid, in a contemptaou_ghſPe cc 
tone, ſhe ſuppoſed miſs had been brought up at ſom Heap. 
country boarding- ſchool. "ith t 

Our converſation was ſuddenly interrupted by te h 
young gentleman, who galloped into the yard WF 
aghaſt, exclaiming, that the coach was attacked by red 
gre:t number of highwaymen, My nephew and n; 
ruſhing out, found his own and his feryant's hog" | 


* 


ready ſaddled in the ſtable, with piſtols in the caps. 
We mounted inſtantly, ordering Clinker and Duttom 


ithſtanding all the ſpeed we could make, the ac- 


his lady ſafe lodged at the houſe of Grieve, who 
ad ſignalized himſelf in a very remarkable manner” 
"mn this occaſion, At the turning of a lane, that led 
o the village where the count's ſervants remained, a 
ouple- of robbers a-horſeback ſuddenly appeared,. 
ith their piſtols advanced : one Kept the coachman 

awe, and the other demanded the count's money 3 
hile the young ſquire went off at full ſpeed, with 
ut ever caſting a look behind. The count defiring: 
he thief to withdraw his piſtol, as the lady was in 
reat terror, delivered his purſe without making the” 
aft reſiſtance ; but not ſatisfied with this booty 
hich was pretty conſiderable, the raſcal inſiſted 
on rifling her of her ear- rings and necklace, and 
e counteſs ſcreamed with affright. Her huſband, 

xaſperated at the violence with which ſhe was 
reatened, wreſted the piſtol'out of the fellow's handy. 
d, turning it upon him, ſnapped it in his face; but 
e robber knowing there was no charge in it, drew 


xr opiWother from his boſom, and in all probability would 


Legge killed him on the ſpot, had not his life been 
cli ved by a wonderful interpaſition- Grieve, the apo- 
pany ecary, chancing to paſs that very inſtant, ran up to 
prog coach, and with a crab- ſtick, which was all the 
eapon he had, brought the fellow to the ground 


to his colleague, who fired his piece at random, and 
d without farther oppoſition, The other was ſe- 


an ; and his legs being tied under the belly of his 


'; hen horſe, Grieys conducted him to the village, hi. 
L & 


Vor. I. 
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to follow with all poſſible expedition; but not- 


jon was over before we arrived, and the count with 


ith the firſt blow; then ſeizing his piſtol, preſented? © 


red by the aſſiſtance of the count and the coach = 
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Cher alſo the carriage proceeded, It was with vrex: 
difficulty the counteſs could be kept from ſwoon. 
ing; but at laſt ſhe was happily conveyed to 
ay houſe of the apothecary, who went into the ſhap  Þ 
to prepare ſome draps for her, while his wife and m 
A adminiſtered to her in another apartment. hi 
I found the count ſtanding in the kitchen with the!“ 
parſon of the pariſh, and expreſſing much impatience !“ 
to ſee his protector, whom as yet he had ſcarce found“ 
time to thank for the eflential ſervice he had done!“; 
Him and the counteſs.— The daughter patting at the 
ſame time with a glaſs of water, monſſeur de Mel. 
ville could not help taking notice of her figure, which 
was ſtrikingly engaging, —* Ay (ſaid the parſon), 
4 ſhe is the prettieſt girl, and the beſt girl in all my 
& pariſh; and if I could give my ſon an eſtate of ten 
& thouſand a-year, he ſhould have my conſent to lay 
# jt at her feet. Tf Mr. Grieye had been as ſolicitous 
# about getting money, as he has been in performing 
# all the duties of a primitive Chriſtian, Fy would na 
at have burg ſo long upon his hands.” © What is her 
& name?” ſaid I. © Sixteen years ago (anſwered the 
4 vicar) £ chriſtened her by the names of Seraphin 
& Melvilia.” © Ha! what! how ! (cried the cout 
4. eagerly) ſure you ſaid Seraphina Melvilia.“ „Id 
* (ſaid he); Mr. Grieve told me thoſe were the 
& names of two noble perſons abroad, to whom hef''rg: 
# had been obliged for more than life. ” vith 
The count, without ſpeaking another ſyllabee an 
ruſhed into the parlour, crying, © This is your g 900 
daughter, my dear.” Mrs. Grieve then ſeizing is 
Counteſs by the hand, exclaimed with great agit:th 
& O madam !—Ofir -I am—1 am your poor Elin, 
4 This is my Seraphina Melvilia. O child! thek 
& are the count and.counteſs of Melville, the gent 
« rous—the glorious beneſactors of thy once unlapi 
© parents,” 8 
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The counteſs riſing from her ſeat, threw her arms? 
about the neck of the amiable Seraphina, and claſped 
her to her breaſt with great tenderneſs, while ſhed 
herſelf was enibraced by the weeping mother. This : 
moving ſcene was completed by the entrance of Grieve 
himſeif, who falling on his knees before the county? 


« upon his patron without ſhrinking.” Ah, Fer- 
« dinand | (cried he, raifing and folding him in his 
« arms) the play-fellow of my infancy—the compa» 
« nion of my youth !—is it to you that I am indebted if 
« for my life?“ „ Heaven has heard my prayer (ſaid W 
« the other), and given me an opportunity to prove 
©« myſelf not altogether unworthy of your clemency 
*« and protection.“ He then kiſſed the hand of the 
counteſs, while monſieur de Melville ſaluted his wife 
and lovely daughter, and all of us were greatly af. 
feed by this pathetic recognition. 

In a word, Grieve was no other than Ferdinand 
count Fathom , whoſe adventures were printed many 
ears ago. Being a ſincere convert to virtue, he had 
hanged his name, that he might elude the enquiries 
f the count, whole generous allowance he deter- 

ined to forego, that he might have no dependence 
ut upon his own induſtry and moderation, He had 
kccordvingly ſettled in this village as a practitioner in 
urgery and phyſic, and for ſome years wreſtled 
vith all the miſeries of indigence, which, however, 
je and his wife had borne with the moſt exemplary 
eſignation. At length, by dint of unwearied attention 
the duties of his profeſſion, wluch he exerciſed 
ich equal humanity and ſucceſs, he had acquired a 
blerable ſhare of buſineſs among the farmers and 
mmon people, which enabled him to live in a de 
at manner. He had been ſcarce ever ſeen to ſmile 3 
a unatiectedly pious ; and all the time he could 

2 'r 
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are from the avocations of his employment he ſpent I ar 
in educating his daughter, and in ſtudying for his own I p: 
improvement.—In ſhort, the adventurer Fathom ¶ pc 
was, under the name of Grieve, univerſally reſpected WM E 
among the commonalty of this diſtrict, as a prodigy Y A 
of learning and virtue. Theſe particulars I learned MW a 
from the vicar, when we quitted the room, that they 1 
might be under no reſtraint in their mutual effuſions, II w 
make no doubt that Grieve will be preſſed to leave} g 
off buſineſs, and re-unite himſelf to the count's fa- ar 
mily ; and as the counteſs ſeemed extremely fond of M in 
his daughter, ſhe will, in all probability, inſiſt upoa MW dr 
Seraphina's accompanying her to Scotland, e. 
Hlaving paid our compliments to theſe noble per- cc 
ſons, we returned to the ſquire's, where we expetel a 
an invitation to paſs the night, which was wet aud th 
raw; but, it ſeems, ſquire Burdock's hoſpitality. 
reached not ſo far for the honour of Yorkſhire : wel bs 


therefore departed in the evening, and lay at an i Sc 
where I caught cold. a 
In hope of riding it down before it could take fi o-. 
hold on my conſtitution, I reſolved to viſit anothef$ of 
yelation, one Mr. Pimpernel, who lived about a do V 
miles from the place where we lodged. Pimpere fo 
being the youngeſt of four ſons, was bred an attorm , a. 
at Furnival's-inn ; but all his elder brothers «dying, WF n. 
got himſelf called to the bar for the honour of his HH b; 
mily, and ſoon after this preferment ſucceeded to in 
father'seſtate, which was very conſiderable. He ci ſn 


ried home with him all the knaviſh chicanery of! 
leweſt pettifogger, together with a wife whom | 
bad purchaſed of a drayman for twenty pounds; 
ve ſoon found means to obtain a Dedimus as an ac 
Juſtice of peace. He is not only a ſordid miler! 

his diſpoſition, but his avarice is mingled with a fh 
ol deſpotiſm which is truly diabolical.— He 


mo 
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brutal huſband, an unnatural parent, a harſh maſtery 
ent an oppreſſive landlord, a litigious veighbour, and a 
wn partial magiſtrate. Friends he has none; and in 
om point of hofpitality and good-breeding, our couſin 
ted M Burdock is a prince in compariſon of this ungracious 
ligy MY mMiſcreant, whoſe houſe is the lively repreſentation of 
ned a gaol. Our reception was ſuitable to the character 
hey 1 have ſketched, Had it depended upon the wifey 
1s, II we ſhonld have been Kindly treated. — She is really a 
cave good ſort of a woman, in ſpite of her low original, 
; fa- and well reſpected in the country; but ſhe has not 
dof intereſt enough in her own houſe to command a 
draught of table-beer, far leſs to beſtow any Kind of 
education on her children, who run about, like ragged 
colts, in a tate of nature.-Pox on him ! he is ſuch 
a dirty fellow, that 1 have not patience to proſecute 
the ſubject. | 
By that time we reached Harrigate, I began tor 
bs vifited by certain theumatic ſymptoms. The 
Scotch lawyer, Mr. Micklewhimmen, recommended? 
a hot bath of theſe waters ſo earneſtly, that I was 
over-per{uaded to try the experiment, He had uſed i 
often with ſucceſs, aud always ſtaid an hour in the bath 
which was a tub filled with Harrigate water, heated 
for the purpoſe, If 1 couid hardly bear the ſmell of 
a ſingle tumbler u hen cold, you may gueſs how my 
noſe was regaled by the ſteams arifing from a hob 
bath of the ſame fluid. At night, I was conducted 
Into a duk hole on the ground floor, where the tub 
ſmoaked and ftunk like the pot of Acheron, in oe! 
corner; and in another ſtood a dirty bed provided 
with thick blankets, in which I was to ſweat afteg 
coming out of the bath. My heart ſeemed to dig 
within me when 1 entered this diſmal bagnio, au 
found my brain aſlaulted by ſuch inſuiferable efflayi 
L$ 
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I curſed Micklewhimmen for not conſidering that 
my organs were formed on this fide of the Tweed; 
but being aſhamed to recoil upon the threſhold, I Tc 
ſubmitted to the proceſs, | 
After having endured all but real ſuffocation for 
above a quarter of an hour in the tub, I was moved 
to the bed and wrapped in blarke .—There I lay 
a full hour panting with intolerable heat; but not 
the leaſt moiſture appearing on my ſkin, I was car. 
ried to my own chamber, and paſſed the night with. 
out cloſing an eye, in ſuch a flutter of ſpirits as ren- 
dered me the moſt miſerable wretch in being. 1 
ſhould certainly have run uiſtracted, if the rare faction 
of my blood, occaſioned by that Stygian bath, had not 
burſt the veſſels, and produced a violent hæmorrhage, 
which, though dreadful and alarming, removed the 
horrible diſquiet.—I loft two pounds of blood and 
more on this occaſion, and find myſelf ſtill weak and 
anguid ; but, I believe, a little exerciſe will forward 
my recovery; and therefore I am reſolved to ſet out 
to-morrow for York, in my way to Scarborough, Þ'* 
where I propoſe to brace up my fibres by fea-bathins, 
which, I know, is one of your favourite ſpecifics, 
There is, however, one diſeaſe, for which you have | 
found as yet no ſpecific, and that is old age, of which! 
his tedious unconnected epittle is an infallible ſymp. ! 
tom :—what, therefore, cannot be cured, muj! Le in (E 
Mlred, by you, as well as by 


Yours, 


Harrigate, June 26. Marr. Bray | 
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* att tenet ere ET OLD 


LE To Sir WAaTxiN PHILLIPS, Bart. of Jeſus 
College, Oxon. | 


| DEAR RNIOr, 
1 TH E manner of living at Harrigate was ſo agrees 


8 able to my diſpoſition, that I left the place with ſomey 
mk regret— Our aunt Tabby would have probably made 
ws ſome objection to our departing ſo ſoon, had net art 
en accident embroiled her with Mr. Micklewhimmenty 
E the Scotch advocate, on whoſe heart ſhe had been 
tion a of op : 
practiſing, from the ſecond day after our arrival 
. That original, though ſeemingly precluded from the 
+ uſe of his limbs, had turned his genius to good ace 
4 count In ſhort, by dint of groaning and whin- 
N 1 ing, he had excited the compaſſion of the company ſo 
2 J ©iectually, that an old lady who occupied the very 


Z beſt apartment in the houſe, gave it up for his ealE 
and convenience, When his man led him into the 
= Log Room, all the females were immediately iti 
Z commotion—Oae ſet an elbow chair ; another ſhook 
up the cuſhion ; a third brought a ſtool ; and a fourth 
a pillow, for the accommodation of his feet — Twe 
ladies (of whom Tabby was always one) ſupported 
him into the dining-room, and placed him properly 
» the table; and his taſte was indulged with a ſuccels 
& hon of delicacies, culled by their fair hands. A 
this attention he repaid with a profuhon of complis 
metite and benedictions, which were not the les 
agrecable for being delivered in the Scottiſh dials 
As for Mrs. Tabitha, his reſpects were particularl 
addreſſed to her, and he did not fail to mingle the 
wich religious reflections, touching free grace, know 
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ang her biaſs to Methodiſm, which he alſo profeſſel fes 


pon a Calviniſtical model. 3 
For my part, I could not help thinking this Jawye: WP 
as not ſuch an invalid as he pretended to be, 1 oa 
yſerved he ate very heartily three times a-day , and * 
though his bottle was marked. fomachic tincture, be : 
pad recourſe to it ſo often, and ſeemed to ſwallow it " 
Vith ſuch peculiar reliſh, that I ſuſpected it was nc: MF ,, 
compounded in the apothecary's ſhop, or the chemiſt's 
laboratory. One day, while he was earneſt in vi. MF 
aurſe with Mrs. Tabitha, and his ſervant had gone BF 4 
out on ſome occaſion or other, I dexterouſly ex. Þ 1 
changed the labels, and ſituation of his bottle and Fe 
mine; and having taſted his tincture, found it wa FF 4 
excellent claret. I forthwith handed it about to ſome FF ,, 
of my neighbours, and it was quite emptied before PF ,, 
Mr. Micklewhimmen had occaſion to repeat I Fo 
fraught. At length, turning about, he took hold of 3 hs 


my bottle inſtead of his own, and, filling a large 
glaſs, drank to the health of Mrs. Tabitha — It bud 
ſcarce touched his lips, when he perceived the change 
Which had been put upon him, and was at firſt a 
Jittle out of countenance He ſeemed to retire 
Within himſelf, in order to deliberate, and in half a 
minute his reſolution was taken. Addreſſing bimſelf 
to our quarter, “ I give the gentleman credit for hs 
Wit (ſaid he); it was a gude practical joke; hut 
= ſometimes hi jeci in ſeria ducunt mala — I hop: 
for his own ſake he has na drank all the liccor ; far 
it was a vara poorful infuſion of jallop in Bour- 
deaux wine; as it's poſſable he may ha ta'en fic a 
= doſe as will produce a terrible cataſtrophe in ha 
ain booels 

By far the greater part of the contents had fallen 
WW the ſhare of a young cluthier from Leeds, who had 
me to make 3 figure at Harrigate, and was in ef- 
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ſect a great coxeomb in his way. It was with a view 


_ to laugh at his fellow-gueſts, as well as to mor 

the lawyer, that he had emptied the bottle, when 
4 came te his turn, and he.had laughed accordingly > 
( but now his mirth gave way to his apprehenſion } 
_ He began to ſpit, to make wry faces, and writ N 
be himſelf into various contorſions - Damn the ſul ; 
45 « (cried he) I thought it had a villainous twang 
__ pah !”* & He that would cozen a Scot, mun get oof 
od, « hetimes, and take old Scratch for his counſellor | 
= « In troth, meſter what-d'ye-ci "um, (rephed tha 


© lawyer) your wit has run you into a filthy puddle 
« I'm truly conſarned for your waeful caſe — The 
© beſt advice I can give you, in fic a delemma, is U 
« fend an exprels to Rippon for doctor Waugh 
& without delay, and, in the mean time, ſwallows 
© all the oil and butter you can find in the hooſe, ta 
« defend your poor ſtomach and intaſtins from tha 
„ yillication of the particles of the jallap, which W 
+) « yara violent, even when taken in moderation.“ 
The poor clothier's torments had already begun 
he retired, roaring with pain, to his own chambers 
the oil was ſwallowed, and the doctor ſent for; but 
before he arrived the miſerable patient had made 
ſuch diſcharges upwards and downwards, that nes 
thing remained to give him farther offence ; and tha 
double evacuation was produced by imaginatol 
alone; for what he had drank was genuine wine 
Pe Bourdeaux, which the lawyer had brought from 
[3 Scotland for his own private uſe. The clothier, finds 

ing the joke turn out ſo expenſive and diſagreea 
auitted the houſe next morning, leaving the trium 


is to Micklewhimmen, who enjoyed it internally, withs 
mn out any outward ſigns of exultation— on the COntriel 
a4 RE 7 bs affected to 1.5 the young 2 Sag what | 


of 
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ſuffered ; and acquired freſh credit from this ſhew MW NI. 
* moderation. vie 
It was about the middle of the nigl't which ſuc. ab! 
(ded this adventure, that the vent of the Kitchen MW 
F e being foul, the ſoot took fire, and the alarm W hy 
cs given in a dreadful manner—Eyvery body leaped W his 
ed out of bed, and in a minute the whole lug fro 
Was filled with cries and confuſion— There were tuo gc) 

Rairs in the houſe, and to theſe we naturaliy ran; 
but they were both ſo blocked up, by the people M ow! 
prefling one upon another, that it ſeemed impoſſible "a 
to paſs, without throwing down and trampling upon Þ thi 
the women, In the midſt of this anarchy, Mr, qu. 
Micklewhimmen, with a leathern portmanteau on 
his back, came running as nimble as a buck along 
the paſſage ; and Tabby, in her under-petticot, 
endeayouring to hook him under the arm, that ſhe 
might eſcape through his protection, he very fairly 
puſhed her down, crying, “ Na, na, gude faith, 
„ charity begins at hame!” Without paying tl: | 
leaſt reſpe to the ſhrieks and-intreaties of female 
Efriends, he charged through the midſt of the crowd, Þþ 
*overturning every thing that oppoſed him; and a&tv- Þ 
ally fought his way to the bottom of the ſtair-caſe— Þ 
By this time Clinker had found a ladder, by which Bi 
de entered the window of my uncl:'s chamber, 1 
© where our family was afſembled, and propoſed that 
Ewe ſhould make our exit ſucceſſively by that con- 
veyance. The *ſquire exhorted his ſiſter to begin the 
cent; but, before ſhe could reſolve, her woman, 
Mrs, Winifred Jenkins, ina tranſport of terror, threw 
el out at the window upon the ladder, while 
WEwophry dropped upon the ground, that he malt 
eie ber in her deſcent This maiden was jult 
Sz the bad ſtarted out of bed, the moon ſhone very 
r, and a freſh breeze of wind blow ing, noue d | - 
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Mrs. Winifred's beauties could poſſibly eſcape i 
view of the fortunate Clinker, whoſe heart was no 

c. Þ able to withitand the united force of ſo many charms 
en at leaſt, I am much miſtaken, if he has not been hee 
m Þ humble flave from that moment He received her 
ed his arms, and, giving her his coat to protect hag 
iſs from the weather, aſcended again with admirable 
v0 WW dexterity. 4 
n; At that inſtant, the landlord of the houſe called 
ple Todt with an audible voice, that the fire was extins 
ble W guiſhed, and the ladies had nothing farther to fear ; 
on MW this was a welcome note to the audience, and pro- 
ir. Þ duced an immediate effect; the ſhrieking ceaſed, and 
a confuſed ſound of expoſtulation enſued. I cons 
ducted Mrs. Tabitha and my fifter to their own 
chamber, where Liddy fainted away; bat was ſoon 
brought to herielf. Then I went to offer my ers 
vices to the other ladies, who might want aſſiftance—3 
They were all ſcudding through the paſſage to their 
3 ſeveral apartments; and as the thoroughfair was 
# lighted by two lamps, I had a pretty good obſerva- 
tion of them in their tranſit ; but as moſt of them 
were naked to the ſmock, and all their heads ſhrowds 
ed in huge night-caps, 1 could not diſtinguiſh one 
face from another, though I recognized ſome of their 
voices— Iheſe were generally plaintive ; ſome wept, 
ſome ſcolded, and ſome prayed — I lifted up one? 
poor old gentlewoman, who had been overturned 
aud fore bruited by a multitude of feet; and this was 
aiſo the caſe of the lame parſon from Nerthumbers 
la d, whom Micklewhimmen had in his paſſage overs 
thrown, though not with impunity, for the cripple 
in falling, gave him ſuch a good pelt on the head 
with his crutch, that the blood followed, 
As for this lawyer, he waited below till the larly 4 
barly was over, and then ſtole ſoftly to his owe 
L 6 
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amber, from whence he did not venture to make 

&lecond ſally till eleven in the forenoon, when he 10 
as led into the Public Room by his own ſervant 40 
another aſſiſtant; groaning moſt woefully, with 40 
bloody napkin round his head. But things were N 
greatly altered — The ſelfiſh brutality of his behaviour « 


ma the ſtairs had ſteeled their hearts againſt all his 10 
Wis and addreſs — Not a ſoul offered to accommo— 10 
e him with a chair, cuſhion, or fuotſtovl ; ſo that 60 
was obliged to fit down on a hard wooden bench 600 
that poſition, he looked around with a rueſul at- 10 
e, and bowing very low, ſaid in a whining tone, 0 
Tour moſt humble ſervant, ladies. — Fire is a3 « 
E dreadful calamity—“ «© Fire puriſies gold, and c 
it tries friendfhip,” cried Mrs. Tabitha, bridling, 1 © 
Yea, madam, (replied Micklewhimmen) and it { « 
trieth diſcretion alſo—“ „ If difcretion conſiſts WR « 
Ein forſaking a friend in adverſity, you are eminent- We « 
ly poſleſied of that virtue,” retumed our aunt — WF « 
Na, madam (rejoined the advocate), well I wot, I 
cannot claim any merit from the mode of my te- | 10 
treat — Yell pleaſe to obſerve, ladies, there ze We © 
twa independent principles that actuate our Ni G 
ture— One is inftin&, which we have in common .“ 
with the brute creation, and the other is reaſon— « 
Noo, in certain great emergencies, when the f2- q 40 
culty of reaſon is ſuſpended, inſtinct takes the lcad, “ 
and when this predominates, having no affini:y : _ 
with reaſun, it pays no ſort of regard to its con- 
nections; it only operates for the prefervation cf 1 * 


The individual, and that by the moſt expeditions 
and effectual means; therefore, begging your par- 
gon, ladies, I'm no accountable in foro conſeienti.e, 
Efor what 1 did, while under the influence of thus 
Freſutible pooer.“ 


18 
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Here my uncle interpoſing, „1 ſhould be glad uw 
«© know, (ſaid he) whether it was inſtinct that prompt 
« ed you to retreat with bag and baggage; for,” F 
« think, you had a portmanteau on your ſhoulder 
The lawyer anſwered, without heſitation, „ Gif 
« might tell my mind freely, without incurring the 
« ſuſpicion of preſumption, I ſhould think it was 
« ſomething ſuperior to either reaſon or infſtinE 
« which ſuggeſted that meaſure, and this on a twas 
« fald accoont: In the firſt place, the portmantea 
« contained the writings of a worthy noblemarn's 
« eſtitez and their being burnt would have occas 
« floned a loſs that could not be repaired”; ſecondly 
« my good angel ſeerns to have laid the portmantle 
« on my ſhoulders, by way of defence, to ſuſtain 
« the violence of a moſt inhuman blow from the 
« cratch of a reverend clergyman ; which, even in 
« ſpite of that medium, hath wounded me ſorelyy 
« even unto the pericranium.” „ By your own 
© doctrine (cried the parſon, who chanced to be pres 
« ſent), I am not accountable for the blow, which 
& was the effect of inſtinct.“ „ crave your pars 
& dem, reverend fir, (aid the other) inftin&t never 
« acts but for the preſervation of the individual; but 
« your preſervation was out of the caſe — you had 
« already received the damage, and therefore ths 
« hlow muſt be imputed to revenge, which is a fans 
« ful patſion, that ill becomes any Chriſtian, eſpe 
« ally a proteſtant divine; and let me tell you, moſſ 
« reverend doctor, gin I bad a- mind to plea, the laws 
« would hauld my libel relevant.” „ Why, the da 
mage is pretty equal on both ſides (cried the par 
ſon); your head is broke, and my crutch is ſnapli 
in the middle — Now, if you will repair the ones 
« I will be at the expence of curing the other.“ 
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This ally raiſed the laugh againſt Micklewhims 
en, who began to look grave; when my uncle, 
order to change the diſcourſe, obſerved that in- 
net had been very kind to him in another reſpec; 
it had reſtored to him the uſe of his limbs, 
which, in his exit, he had moved with ſurpriſing 
lity. He replied, that it was the nature of 
gar to brace up the nerves; and mentioned ſome 
prprifing ſeats of ſtrength and activity performed by 
Prſons under the impulſe of terror; but he com- 
Wained, that in his own particular, the effects had 
eaſed when the cauſe was taken away—The 'ſquire 
aid, he would liy a tea-drinking on his head, that 
ſhould dance a Scotch meaſure, without making a 
Wie ſtep; and the advocate grinning, called for the 
per — A fidiler being at hand, this original ſtarted 
Dp, with his bloody napkin over his black tye-peri- 
hg, and acquitted himfelf in ſuch a manner as ex- 
red the mirth of the whole company; but he could 
regain the good graces of Mrs, Tabby, who did 
dt underſtand the principle of inſtinct ; and the 
Wyer did not think it worth his while to proczed 
d farther demonſtration. 
From Harrigate we came hither, by the way of 
fork, and here we ſhall tarry ſome days, as ny 
cle and Tabitha are both reſolved to make uſe of 
he waters. Scarborough, though a paitry town, 1s 
bmantic from its ſituation along a cliff that over- 
angs the ſea. The harbour is formed by a ſma! 
pow of land that runs out as à natural mole, direct 
Sppoſite to the town ; and on that fide is the cattl 
hich ſtands very high, of confilerable extent, ant, 
fore the invention of gun-powder, was counted 
mpregnable. At the other end of Scarborough are 
wo public rooms for the uſe of the company, who 
Mort to this place in the ſummer, to drink the wa- 


N 
| 


FO a. >. 


: 
| 


nw 4a 4 << ow £a mw wm ov = wy ow wk © „% 4000 = 6 © a © 


— 


— 


45 
4 
| 


a bench below — The bather, aſcending into tha 
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ters and bathe in the ſea; and the diverſions arg 
pretty much on the ſame footing here as at Bath 
The Spa is a little way beyond the town, on this 
fide, under a cliff, within a few paces of the ſeal 
and thither the drinkers go every morning in din 
bille ; but the deſcent is by a great number of ſteps 
which invalids find very inconvenient, Betu het The 
well and the harbour, the bathing machines are ram 
ged along the beach, with all their proper uten 
ſils and attendants—Y ou have never ſeen one of thell 
machines Image to yourſelf a ſmall, ſnug, woode 
chamber, fixed upon a wheel-carriage, having a dod 
at each end, and on each fide a little window above 


apartment by weoden eps, ſhuts himſelf in, ale 
begins to undreſs, while the attendant yokes a horlg 
to the end next the ſea, and draws the carriage for 
wards, till the turface of the water is on a level wi 
the floor of the dreſling-room, then he moves and 
fixes the horſe to the other end—The perſon with 
being ſtripped, opens the door to the ſea-Ward, where 
he finds the guide ready, and plunges headlong ink 
the water — After having bathed, he re-aſcends intg 
the apartment, by the ſteps which had been ſhifte 
for that purpoſe, and puts on his cloaths at his lel 
ſure, while the carriage is drawn back again upoꝶ 
the dry land; ſo that he has nothing farther to da 
but to open the door, and come down as he went 
up—Should he be ſo weak or ill as to require a ſer 
vant to put off and on his cloaths, there is root 
enough in the apartment for half a dozen people 
The guides who attend the ladies in the water, are 
their own ſex, and they and the female bathers hav 
a dreſs of flannel for the ſea ; nay, they are provide 
with other conveniences for the ſupport of decoranm 
A certain number of the machines are fitted with 
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that project from the ſea-ward ends of them, ſo as to 


. ſcreen the bathers from the view of all perſons what. 4 
oever. — The beach is admirably adapted for tiis the 
Practice, the deſcent being gently gradual, and the * 
and ſoft as velvet; but then the machines can be the 
uſed only at a certain time of the tide, which varies mit 
every day; ſo that ſometimes the bathers are obliged jag 


to riſe very early in the morning — For my part, I 
love ſwimming as an exerciſe, and can enjoy it at all 
fimes of the tide, without the formality of an appa- W 7 


ratus — You and I have often plunged together into p * 
the I's; but the ſea is a much more noble bath, for * 
health as well as pleaſure. You cannot conceive tha 
What a flow of ſpirits it gives, and how it braces ſup 


every ſinew of the human frame. Were I to enu- IF 
Emerate half the diſeaſes which are every day cured 
by ſea- bathing, you might juſtly ſay you had received 
A treatiſe, inſtead of a letter, from 


Your affectionate friend, 
and ſervant, 


Scarborough, July r. J. MELyo0RD. 


To Dr. LEWIS. 


I HAVE not found all the benefit I expected at 
Scarborough, where I have been theſe eight days— 
From Harrigate we came hither by the way of York 
where we ſtaid only one day to viſit the Cattle, the 
Minſter, and the Aſſembly- room. The firtt, which 
was heretofore a fortreſs, is now converted to a pri- 
fon, and is the beſt, in all reſpects, I ever ſaw a 
home or abroad It ſtands in a high ſituation, ex- 
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tremely well ventilated ; and has a ſpacious area with» 
in the walls, for the health and convenience of all 
the priſoners, except thoſe whom it is neceſſary tay 
ſecure in cloſe confinement Even theſe laſt have alt} 
the comforts that the nature of their ſituation can ad- 
mit, Here the alliſes are held, in a rauge of build 
tags erected for that purpoſe. | 
As for the Minſter, I know not how to diſtin- 
guiſh it, except by its great ſize and the height of its 
pire, from thoſe other ancient churches in different 
parts of the Kingdom, which uſed to be called mo- 
numents of Gothic architecture; but it is now agreed, 
that this ſtile is Saracen rather than Gothic; and, 1 
ſappoſe, it was imported into England from Spain, 
| great part of which was under the dominion of the 
Moors. Thoſe Britiſh architects who adopted this 
ſtyle, don't ſeem to have conſidered the propriety of 
their adoption. The climate of the country pots 
ſeſſed by the Moors or Saracens, both in Africa and 
Spain, was ſo exceedingly hot and dry, that thoſe 
who built places of worthip for the multitude, em- 
Floyed their talents in contriving edifices that ſhoald 
2 cool ;z and, for this purpoſe, nothing could be bet- 
er adapted thin thoſe buildings; vaſt, narrow, dark, 
und loſty, imper\ tous to the fun beans, and having 
Jutle communication with the ſcorched external ate 
goſphere; but ever affording a refreſhing coolneſs, 
Nixe ſubterranean cellars in the heats of ſummer, or 
Patural caverns in the bowels of huge mountains, 
WB ut nothing could be more prepoſterous than to imi- 
ate ſuch a mode of architecture in a country like 
ngland, where the climate is cold, and the air eters. 
ally loaded with vapours ; and where, of conſe» } 
ence, the builder's intention ſhovld be to keep the 
eople dry and warm — For my part, I never enter- 
the Abbey-church at Bath but once, and the mo- 
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Ement 1 ſtept over the threſhold, I found myſelf chi. 
Sled to the very marrow of my bones — When we 
b gonſider, that in our churches, in general, we breathe 
I groſs ſtagnated air, ſurcharged with damps from 
| vaults, tombs, and charnel- houſes, may we not term 
wem ſo many magazines of rheums, created for tlie 
benefit of the medical faculty? and fafely aver, that 
more bodies are loſt, than fouls ſaved, by going to 
church, in the winter eſpecially „which may be 1aid 
| to engroſs eight months in the year. I ſhould be 
glad to know, what offence it would give to tender 
*Tonſciences, if the houſe of God was made more 
comfortable, or leſs dangerous to the health of vate 
kudinarians ; and whether it would not be an encou. 
gagement to piety, as well as the ſalvation of may 
lives, if the place of worihip was well floored, win. 
ſcoted, warmed, and ventilated, and its area Key! 
facred from the pollution of the dead. The practi 
af burying in churches was the effect of ignorant it 
perſtition, influenced by Kknaviſh prieſts, who pre- 
tended that the devil could have no power over the 
defunct, if he was interred in holy ground ; and thiy 
indeed, is the only reaſon that can be given ſor conte. 
crating all cemeteries, even at this day, 
The external appearance of an old cathedral cam 
be but diſpleaſing to the eye of every man who hs 
S any idea of propriety and proportion, even thoug!: I: 
may be ignorant of architecture as a ſcience ; and tl 
long ſlender ſpire puts one in mind of a criminal m. 
paled, with a ſharp take rifing up through his fou. 
.der—Theſe towers, or ſteeples, were likewiſe bor: 
rowed from the Mahometans; who, having no bel, 
uſed ſuch minarets for the purpoſe of calling ts 
people to prayers—They may be of farther uſe, hon: 
= ever, for making obſervations and fignals ; but [ 
would vote for their being diſtinct from the wy 0 


— 
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he church, becauſe they ſerve only to make the pile, 3 
more barbarous, or Saracenical. | 
There is nothing of this Arabic architecture in the: | 
Tembly Room, which ſeems to me to have beens 
pailt upon a deſign of Palladio, and might be con. 
rerted into an elegant place of worſhip ;- but it is in- 
li ferently contrived for that ſort of idolatry which ids 
pzrformed in it at preſent : the grandeur of the fans“ 
pives a diminutive effect to the little painted divints 
ies that are adored in it, and the company on a halls, | 


der Wight, muſt look like an aſſembly of fantaſtic fairies 
ore evelling by Moon -I:ght among the columns of a Gre 
1.0 ian temple. 

cu. Scarborough, ſeems to be falling off, in point of 


WFeputation—— All theſe places (Bath excepted) have? 
| heir vogue, and then tlie faſhion changes -I am 

erſuaded, there are fifty ſpas in England as effica- 

ous and ſalutary as that of Scarborough, though 

hey have not yet riſen to that fame; and perhaps 

ever will, unleſs ſome medical. encomiaſt ſhould? 
Wd an iatereſt in diſplaying their virtues to the pubs 

ic view'—-—}B2 that as it may, recourſe will always 

De had to this place for the convenience of ſea-bathings, 
lie this practice prevails; but it were to be wiſhe 

d, they would make the beach more acceſſible to 

uralids. 

I have here met with my old acquaintancey, 

t, whom you have often heard me mention 

one of the mott original characters upon earth——= 

I firſt knew him at Venice, and afterwards ſa hum 

n different parts of Italy, where he was well known 
by the nick- name of Cavallo Bianco, from his appear 
ng always mounted on a pale horſe, like Death in 
0% We Revelations, You muſt remember the accoung 
once gave you of a curious diſpute he had at Co 
aWtinople, with a couple of Turks, in defense of 
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the Chriftian religion; a diſpute from which he ac- 
quired rhe epithet of Demonſtrator—The truth is, 

H — owns no religion but that of nature; but, on 

this occaſion, he was ſtimulated to ſhew his parts, for 

the honour of his country—Some years ago, being in 
the Campidoglio at Rome, he made up to the buſt 
of Jupiter, and, bowing very low, exclaimed in the 

+ Italian language, „I hope, fir, if ever you get your 

bead above water again, you will remember 

that I paid my reſpects te you in your adverſity,” 

This ſally was reported to the cardinal Camerlenga, 

And by him laid before pope Benedict XIV. who 

could not help laughing at the extravagance of the 

& addreſs, and ſaid to the cardinal, «© Thoſe Engliſh 

* heretics think they have a rizht to go to the devil 

in their own way.” 

Indeed H—— was the only Engliſhman I ever 
knew, who had reſolution enough to live in his own 
way in the midſt of foreigners ; for neither in dre's, 
diet, cuſtoms, or converſation, did he devigge one title 

from the manner in which he had been brought up, 
About twelve years ago, he began a Giro, or circuit, 

which he thus performed—At Naples, where he fic 
his head- quarters, he embarked for Marſeilles, from 
whence he travelled with a voiturin to Antib-*— 
There he took his paſſage to Genoa and Lerici ; from 
which laſt place he proceeded, by the way of Can» 

F bratina, to Piſa and Florence—After having haltet 

ſome time in this metropolis, he ſet out with a ve 


weelcs, and then continued his rout to Naples, in 
order to wait for the next opportunity of embark 
gon — After having twelve times deſcribed this circle, 
he lately flew off at a tangent to viſit ſome trees 4 
dis country-houſe in England, which he had plantel 

above twenty years ago, after the plan of the double 


if 


turino for Rome, where he repoſed himſelf a feu 
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e- colonnade in the piazza of St. Peter's at Rome 
„He came hither to Scarborough, to pay his reſpects 
nc his noble friend and former pupil, the M of 
or Þ G——;, and, forgetting that he is now turned of ſe- 
in I venty, ſacrificed ſo liberally to Bacchus, that nexæ 
it day he was ſeized with a fu of the apoplexy, which 
he has a little impaired his memory; but he retains all 
ur the oddity of his character in perfection, and is going 
der @ back to Italy, by the way of Geneva, that he may have: i 
a conference with his friend Voltaire, about giving tha 
7 laſt blow to the Chriſtian ſuperitition—He intends to- 
ho I take ſhipping here for Holland or Hamburgh; for it 
he Nis a matter of great indifference to him at what part 
ih of the continent he firſt lands. | 
Wen he was going abroad the laſt time, he took 
his paſſage in a ſhip bound for Leghorn, and his bag- 
ver gage was actually embarked, In going down the 
wo river, by water, he was, by miſtake, put on board 
„ pf another veſſel under fail ; and, upon inquiry, un- 


erſtood ſhe was bound to Peterſburgh “' Peterſ-- 
* burgh,—Peterſburgh—(ſaid he) I don't care if I 
uit, go along with you.” He forthwith ſtruck a bar- 
gain with the captain, bought a couple of ſhirts of“ 
e mate, and was ſafe conveyed to the court of Muſ-- 
pvy, from whence he travelled by land to receive 
is baggage at Leghorn——He is now more likely 
than ever to execute a whim of the ſame nature; and 
will hold any wager, that as he cannot be ſuppoſed * 
d live much longer, according to the courſe of na- 

re, his exit will be as odd as his life has been 

trayagant *, 


rn 


* This gentleman croſſed the ſea to France, viſited 

conferred with Mr. de Voltaire, at Ferney, re, 

ned his old circuit at Genoa, and died in 1767, at** 
the: 
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But to return from one humoriſt to another, 


zz muſt know 1 have received benefit buth 


from the chalybeate and the ſea, and would have ud 


em longer, had not a moſt Tidiculovs adven. 


ure, by making me the town-talk, obliged me to 
feave the place; for I cannot bear the thoughts of 
affording a ſpectacle to the multitude Yetterday 
morning, at ſix o'clock, I went down to the bathing. 
place, attended by my ſervant Clinker, who waited 
on the beach as uſual-—-The wind blowing from the 
north, and the weather being hazy, the water proved 
To chill, that when I arofe from my firſt plunge, ! 
STould not help ſobbing and bawling out, from the 
effects of the cold. Clinker, who heard me cry, 
and ſaw me indiſtinctly a good way without the 
guide, buffeting the waves, took it for granted I was 
drowning, and ruſhing into the ſea, cloaths and all 

over 


the houſe of Vanini in Florence. Being taken with 2 
ſuppreſſion of urine, he reſolved, in imitation of 
Pumponius Atticus, to take himſelt off by abſtinence; 
and this reſolution he executed like an antient Ro- 
man. He ſaw company to the laſt, cracked his jokes, 
sonverſed freely, and entertained his gueſts with mu- 
ic. On the third day of his faſt, he found himlelt 
entirely freed of his complaint; but reſufed tzKkun 
ſuſtenance. He ſaid the moſt diſagreeable part 0 
the voyage was paft, and he ſhould be a curſed for 
indeed, to put about ſhip when he was juit enterin 
the harbour. In theſe ſentiments he perſiſted, wit 
out any marks of affectation, and thus finiſhed lis 
gourſe with ſuch eaſe and ſerenity, as would 11a 


done honour to the firmeſt Stoic of antiquity, 
R 1 


vith 2 
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overturned the guide in his hurry to ſave his maſters 
1 had ſwarn out a few ftrokes, when hearing a noiſe 
I turned about and ſaw Clinker, already, up to hig 
neck, advancing towards me with all the wildnefs 


ſudden, he ſeized me by one ear, and dragged me, 
dellowing with pain, upon the dry beach, to the aſto- 
niſhment of all the people, men, women, and til? 
dren, there aſſembled. 


he diſgrace of being expoſed in ſuch an attitude, 


rom motives of fidelity and affection — Opening the 
loor of the machine, which was immediately drawn 
bn ſhore, 1 ſaw lum ſtanding by the wheel, dropping 
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f terror in his aſpect - Afraid he would get out of 
is depth, I made haſte to meet him, when, all of a 


I was ſo exaſperated by the-pain of my ear, and 


hat, in the firſt tranſport, I ſtruck him down; then 
unning back into the fea, took ſhelter in the ma- 
hine, where my cloaths ꝓad been depoſited. I ſoon 
ecollected myſelf ſo far as to do juſtice to the poor 
ellow, who, in great ſimplicity of heart, had acted 


ke a water work, and trembling from head to foot; 
artly from cold, and partly from the dread of having 
tended his maſter—I made my acknowledgments 
r the blow he had received, aſſured him I was not 
ngry, and inſiſted upon his going home immediately, 
o ſhift his cloaths; a command which he could 
bardly find in his heart to execute, ſo well diſpoſed 
'as he to furniſh the mob with farther entertain. 
ent at my expence. Clinker's intention was laud- 
ble without all doubt; but, nevertheleſs, I am a 
fferer by his ſimplicity—I have had a burning heat, 
d a ſtrange buzzing noiſe in that ear, ever ſince it 
ras ſo roughly treated; and 1 cannot walk the 
reet without being pointed at, as the monſter that 
as hauled naked aſhore upon the beach Well 1 


* — 
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affirm that folly is often more provoking: than Kna. 
Very, aye and more miſchievous too; and whether z 
man had not better chooſe a ſenſible rogue than an 
honeſt ſimpleton for. his ſervant, is no matter of doubt 
with 


Yours,. 


Scarborough, July 4. Mr. BRANM RIA 
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